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Peace, Lasting Peace 
On Christmas Eve 1914, during the First 

World War, the guns fells silent a 30 mile 
stretch of Western Front.  Soldiers peered 
out cautiously over the tops of trenches 
while a few emerged to repair their 
positions and bury the dead.  As darkness 
fell some German troops set out lanterns 
and sang Christmas carols.  Men on the 
British side applauded and shouted 
greetings.  The next day, German, French 
and British troops met in no man’s land to 
shake hands, share food, and exchange 
gifts.  It was a brief period of respite from 
war that soon ended when the artillery and 
machine guns roared to life again.  But no 
one who experienced “The Christmas  

 

 

Truce,” as it became known, would ever 
forget how it felt and how it fuelled their 
longing for lasting peace. 

In Isaiah’s prophecy of the coming Messiah 
we read, “His name will be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace “ 
Isa.9:6. 

By His death on the cross, Jesus removed 
the “no man’s land” between us and God, 
“For He Himself is our peace” Eph.2:14. 

In Jesus we can find lasting peace with God 
and harmony with each other.  This is the 
life changing message of Christmas. 

(David McCasland 
Extracted from Our Daily Bread 2016 Edition) 

 

Christmas Vision 2022 

The office will be closed for the Christmas holidays from Friday 16/12 and re-opening on 
Monday 09/01/2023, however the Minister will be busier than ever over this period 

conducting weddings, Christenings, etc., and are not on holiday and are available 24/7 
for all emergencies. 

Please don’t hesitate to call us should you need our assistance. 

Elzunia—083 517 0957 
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The Empty Chair  

by Bruce Woolard. 

Christmas may be a difficult 
time for families who have 
experienced the loss of a 
loved one.  Why not 
consider placing an empty 
chair at the table which 
represents their life and the 
role that they have played 
in your life, rejoicing in the 
fact that he/she celebrates 
this time with the Lord our God who is King and 
Sovereign over all.  We as Christians have the 
blessed assurance that our precious family 
members who have passed on are with the Lord 
in heaven, rejoicing.   

Why be sad when your loved one is glad.   

Email dated 1 November 2022 

Willie and I have read through the whole 
Bible maaaaaany times, but never with a 
year roster.   Willie finished his 'year' in 
July already, because he read right 
through the day. I only started late in 
January because of Willie's bypass 
operation and looking after him. I have, 
however, also finished my “year” 
yesterday, the 31st October.  We really 
enjoyed reading at such a pace and many 
parts made so much more sense. Thanks 
to St David's for challenging the 
congregation! 

          From Magda Landman 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
Sunday 25/12 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE @ 8:00AM 
 

SUNDAY 01/01/2023 

Sunday Communion New Year Service @ 

9:00am. 
 

MONDAY 09/01/2023 

Office re-opens @ 8:30am 
 

SUNDAY 15/01/2023 

Sunday Service @ 9:00am 

Sunday Fellowship Tea resumes in the hall 
after the church service. 
 

SUNDAY 22/01/2023 

Sunday Service @ 9:00am 

Sunday School resumes @ 9:00am 
 

Please watch out for the bulletin in the New 

Year for more information and updates for 

Bible Study, WA Gatherings, etc.   
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Christmas Greetings 

The Christmas season is only as meaningful as we make it.  The 
Deacons and I extend our sincere appreciation to you, our beloved 
members, for your support prayers and encouragement.  This year 
has been marked with an exciting influx of so many new faces who 
have become regular attendees.  Our Thanksgiving offertory 
indicates your generosity and understanding of the work God has 

called us to.  2022’s theme was “Making the Impossible 
Possible” and indeed God has been faithful to His promise.   

Next years theme and slogan for 2023 is “SEND ME”.   

Great and marvellous things await us.  A blessed Christmas to all. 

Your monthly 
Planned Giving is of 
great importance to 
the active ministry 
of St Davids.   

We thank you for 
your faithfulness.  As we prepare the 
New Year budget we will be most 
grateful if you will prayerfully 
consider your monthly contribution 
to St Davids. 

Become a partner with us as we 
reach out to our community.  You 
can help us make a difference in 
someone’s life. 

Envelopes and a Pledge brochure explaining the process, will be available from Sunday  
1st January 2023.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
We look forward to involving the following 
who indicated their interest in various 
departments, to assist St Davids making a 
difference in people lives:  Louise Stevens, 
Lesley Roux, Roger & Charlotte Cox, Adrian 
& Nélie Meier, Ashleigh Cummings, Susan  

Smith, Barbara Eke, Sheila Corbett, Cedric & 
Rosemary Franco, Margaret Broadbent, 
Sheila van der Merwe, Lynda Dingle, Laura 
Speed, Alan McKelvey, Mae Richards, 
Magda Landman, Patrick Eke, Gail Vale.   
If you wish to be more involved, please 
contact the office in the New Year. 
As indicated Bruce and the Pastorate will be 
assessing all appointments to the various 
portfolios and you will be contacted in the 
New Year.  We look forward to you getting 
involved at St Davids. 
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Christmas Cheer  
Outreach to the  

Elderly and Children.   

What a fantastic ending to St 
Davids outreach for 2022. 
We received a fantastic response 
to The Big Give Christmas Cheer 
Outreach.  We express our sincere 
thanks to all our St Davids 
members, family and friends who 
so cheerfully brought items for the 
parcels.  Your generosity and care 
brought joy and cheer to the 
following: 

Children: 

36—Erica House 
20—Protea Home of Safety  
40—UVIWE  
 

Elderly: 

40—Huisgenot 
52—Cuylerholmes 

Motherwell Outreach: 

28 Homes received parcels for 
children and elderly consisting of 
approx 5 elderly and 45 Children. 

Children = 141 / Elderly = 97 

Karen Swartbooi, Social Work Manager of Protea Home of Safety 
receiving the Christmas Cheer bags from Bruce, accompanied by 

a few of her charges. 

Bruce and Beon delivered Christmas Cheer parcels to the residents of 

Cuylerholmes in Central. 

Nonthandazo Ntingana & Christopher Nakani of 
Erica House received the Christmas Cheer 
parcels from Bruce. 

Somikazi Gedze (L) delivering parcels to the 
homes  in Motherwell-        The POPI Act does 
not permit us to show the children’s faces. 


