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BY Dr Bruce Woolard 

LESSON Seven 
 

Why the Jews rejected jesus 

Dialogue 
 
The Jews rejected Jesus because as a man He claimed equality with God.   
Consider the dialogue of John 8:19-59 
 

“Then they asked him, “Where is your father?” “You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you 
knew me, you would know my Father also.”  He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts 
near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not yet come. 
Dispute Over Who Jesus Is   Once more Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and you will look for me, 
and you will die in your sin. Where I go, you cannot come.”  This made the Jews ask, “Will he kill himself? 
Is that why he says, ‘Where I go, you cannot come’?”  But he continued, “You are from below; I am from 
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world.  I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do 
not believe that I am he, you will indeed die in your sins.”  “Who are you?” they asked.  “Just what I have 
been telling you from the beginning,” Jesus replied.  “I have much to say in judgment of you. But he who 
sent me is trustworthy, and what I have heard from 
him I tell the world.”  They did not understand that he 
was telling them about his Father.  So Jesus 
said, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, 
then you will know that I am he and that I do 
nothing on my own but speak just what the 
Father has taught me. The one who sent me is with 
me; he has not left me alone, for I always do what 
pleases him.”  Even as he spoke, many believed in 
him.  To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus 
said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples.  Then you will know the truth, and the truth 
will set you free.”  They answered him, “We are 
Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set 
free?”  Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.  Now a slave has no 
permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.  So if the Son sets you free, you will be free 
indeed.  I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, because you 
have no room for my word.  I am telling you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing 
what you have heard from your father.” 
Abraham is our father,” they answered.  “If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you 
would do what Abraham did.  As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a man who has told you the 
truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things.  
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John 8:41-59 continued 
 
You are doing the works of your own father.”  “We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The 
only Father we have is God himself.”  Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love 
me, for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me.  Why is my language not 
clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say.  You belong to your father, the devil, and you 
want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for 
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of 
lies.  Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!  Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am 
telling the truth, why don’t you believe me?  Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason 
you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”  The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying 
that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?”  “I am not possessed by a demon,” said 
Jesus, “but I honour my Father and you dishonour me.  I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one 
who seeks it, and he is the judge.  Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.”  At 
this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed!  Abraham died and so did the 
prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death.  Are you greater than our 
father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?”  Jesus replied, “If I 
glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your God, is the one who 
glorifies me.  Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, I would be a liar like you, but I 
do know him and obey his word.  Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he saw 
it and was glad.”  “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!”  
“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!”  At this, they picked up 
stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple grounds.” 
 

DIVINE ATTRIBUTES 
 

The Divine attributes of God were also evident in the life of Jesus.  Only God can forgive sin. 
 

Luke 7: “Then Jesus said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  The other guests began to say among 
themselves, “Who is this who even forgives sins?”  Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has saved 
you; go in peace.” 
 
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and 
will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness” 
 
Matthew 9:2-7 “Some men brought to him a paralyzed 
man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to 
the man, “Take heart, son; your sins are forgiven.”  At this, 
some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This 
fellow is blaspheming!”  Knowing their thoughts, Jesus 
said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your 
hearts?   Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to 
say, ‘Get up and walk’?  But I want you to know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.”   So he said to the 
paralyzed man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.”  Then 
the man got up and went home.” 
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DELIVERANCE FROM ROME 
 

The Jews believed that the Messiah, the prophet which Moses spoke about, would come and deliver 
them from Roman bondage and set up a kingdom where they would be the rulers. Two of the disciples, 
James and John, even asked to sit at Jesus’ right and left in His kingdom when He came into His glory. 
The people of Jerusalem also thought He would deliver them. They shouted praises to God for the mighty 
works they had seen Jesus do and called out, “Hosanna, save us,” when He rode into Jerusalem on a 
donkey Matthew 21:9 “The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, “Hosanna to 
the Son of David!”  “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”  “Hosanna in the highest heaven!”   
They treated Him like a conquering king. Then, when He allowed Himself to be arrested, tried, and 
crucified on a cursed cross, the people stopped believing that He was the promised prophet. They 
rejected their Messiah Matthew 27:22 “ What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” Pilate asked.  They all answered, “Crucify him!” 
 

TALMUD 
 

The commentaries in the Talmud, Jewish Laws, written before the onset of Christianity, clearly discuss the 
Messianic prophecies of Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22 and puzzle over how these would be fulfilled with the 
glorious setting up of the kingdom of the Messiah. After the church used these prophecies to prove the 
claims of Christ, the Jews took the position that the prophecies did not refer to the Messiah, but to Israel 
or some other person.  
 

JEWISH EXPECTATION 
 

The Jews rejected Jesus because He failed, in 
their eyes, to do what they expected their 
Messiah to do—destroy evil and all their 
enemies and establish an eternal kingdom with 
Israel as the preeminent nation in the world. The 
prophecies in Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22 describe 
a suffering Messiah who would be persecuted 
and killed, but the Jews chose to focus instead 
on those prophecies that discuss His glorious 
victories, not His crucifixion.  
 

BLINDNESS ON ISRAEL 
 

Note that Paul tells the church that the spiritual blindness of Israel is a “mystery” that had not previously 
been revealed (Romans 11:11-12 & 11:25-26).  For thousands of years, Israel had been the one nation 
that looked to God while the Gentile nations generally rejected the light and chose to live in spiritual 
darkness. Israel and her inspired prophets revealed monotheism—one God who was personally 
interested in mankind’s destiny of heaven or hell, the path to salvation, the written Word with the Ten 
Commandments. Yet Israel rejected her prophesied Messiah, and the promises of the kingdom of heaven 
were postponed. A veil of spiritual blindness fell upon the eyes of the Jews, who previously were the most 
spiritually discerning people. As Paul explained, this hardening on the part of Israel led to the blessing of 
the Gentiles who would believe in Jesus and accept Him as Lord and Saviour.  
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REJECTION 
 

Two thousand years after He came to the nation of Israel as their Messiah, Christ is still (for the most 
part) rejected by the Jews. Many Jews today (some say at least half of all living Jews) identify themselves 
as Jewish but prefer to remain “secular.” They identify with no particular Jewish movement and have no 
understanding or affiliation with any Jewish biblical roots. The concept of Messiah as expressed in 
Judaism’s “13 Principles of Faith” is foreign to most Jews today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TURNING TO CHRIST 
 

The good news is that many Jews are turning to Christ today. The God of Israel has always been faithful 
to keep a “remnant” of believing Jews to Himself. In the United States alone, some estimates say that 
there are over 100,000 Jewish believers in Jesus, and the numbers are growing all the time.  
 
John 1:11-12 “ He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who did 
receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.” 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 


