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BY Dr Bruce Woolard 

LESSON Six 
 

Lost Years of Jesus 

Where was Jesus from the age of 13 to 30? 
 
The so called “lost years of Jesus” has opened a wide door of conjecture and speculation from various 
sources who either want to lay some claim or credit for His remarkable ministry or have an agenda to 
tarnish and minimise His earthly ministry. 
 
In this lesson we’ll consider what the Bible records and what some spurious sources purport. 
 

The Record of Scripture 
 

Luke 2:40-52 “And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God 
was on him.  Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover.  When he was 
twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom.  After the festival was over, while his 
parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it..  
Thinking he was in their company, they travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their 
relatives and friends.  When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.  After three 
days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them 
questions.  Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.  When his 
parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? 
Your father and I have been anxiously 
searching for you.”  “Why were you searching 
for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to 
be in my Father’s house?”  But they did not 
understand what he was saying to them.  
Then he went down to Nazareth with 
them and was obedient to them. But his 
mother treasured all these things in her heart.  
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man.” 
 
That’s it.  That’s all we have in the Bible pertaining to His life.   
 
At the age of twelve a Jewish child became a “son of the 
Mosaic Law.” 
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Bar Mitzvah 
Today Jews refer to this as Bar Mitzvah—Son of the Law..   What confounded the sages in the temple 
was His knowledge and insight.  From this record its clear that Jesus knew who He was.  His “Father’s 
business” phrase is evidence of Jesus knowing His earthly mission. 
 

Thirty Year Old 
The reason why the Bible is silent on those 18 years of Jesus is in terms of Hebrew custom, that after a 
Bar Mitzvah a child could only speak with authority when he had matured and turned 30 years of age. 
 

Luke 2:51-52 “ Then he went down to Nazareth with 
them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured 
all these things in her heart.  And Jesus grew in wisdom 
and stature, and in favour with God and man.” 
 

An Artisan 
Custom demanded that a child after 12 years became the 
responsibility of his father who would traditionally teach 
his son his trade.  Matthew 13:54-58 “Coming to his 
hometown, he began teaching the people in their 
synagogue, and they were amazed. “Where did this man 
get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?” they 
asked.  “Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, 
Joseph, Simon and Judas?  Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these 
things?”  And they took offense at him.  But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honour except in 
his own town and in his own home.”   And he did not do many miracles there because of their lack of 
faith.” 
 

These verses indicate that Jesus grew in stature and remained subject to his parents care. 
 
 

Beginning of His Ministry 
Luke 3:23 “Now Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He was the son, so 
it was thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli.” 
 
 

Did Jesus go to India?  Fiction not Facts. 
In 1894 a controversial book called ‘The Unknown Life of Jesus Christ’ written by Russian born resident of 
Paris called Nicolas Notovitch was published. The work made the astonishing claim that during the lost 
years of Jesus’ life he had visited India and trained as a Buddhist monk. In the book, Notovitch told the 
story of his visit to India seven years earlier accompanying it with photographs of people and places he’d 
encountered.  
 

Ancient Documents 
Notovitch gave an account explaining that during the trip he had broken his leg and was forced to 
convalesce in a remote monastery at Hemis in the highlands of Ladakh, India. While recovering there he 
was shown an ancient document about which he’d already heard stories. It was written in the language of 
the Pali (Indo-Aryan language) in two big volumes in cardboard covers with leaves yellowed by the lapse 
of time. The texts described the travels and studies in India of a man called ‘Issa’ who could have only 
been the biblical Jesus; Issa being the Arabic name of Jesus in Islam. Indeed the document was entitled 
Life of Saint Issa: Best of The Sons of Men. 
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Ancient Documents continued 
According to the text Jesus left Judea at the age of 13 and set 
out on an epic journey of self-enlightenment through studying 
other religions. Notovitch wrote that Jesus...‘Crossed Punjab 
and reached Puri Jagannath where he studied the Vedas 
(Indian book of ancient texts) under Brahmin priests. He 
(Jesus) spent six years in Puri and Rajgir, near Nalanda, the 
ancient seat of Hindu learning. Then he went to the 
Himalayas and spent time in Tibetan monasteries studying 
Buddhism and through Persia returned to Judea at the age of 
29’.  His claims were a hoax. 
 
(COMMENT:-  This is so foreign to the Truth of Scripture, surely if this were the case Jesus would 
have spoken of it.  We dare not make deductions based on spurious, questionable hearsay.) 

 
More than a century and a quarter later however Notovitch’s book is largely forgotten and its contents and 
claims relegated to the realms of fantasy by his contemporaries.  Several people were sceptical and 
found his claims incredulous. German-born philologist Max Muller stated at the time that either the monks 
at the monastery played a joke on the Russian author, or he had invented the entire story for money and 
faked the ancient manuscript. One respected Indologist called Notovitch’s claims ‘a big fat lie’.  

 

Jesus did not live in India 
Muller even wrote to the Head Lama at the monastery where Notovitch alleged he stayed after injury and 
received a reply stating that there had been no western visitors at the monastery in the last fifteen years 
and that there were no ancient documents like the one described by the author.  
 

Donald MacKenize Wallace, the Scottish public servant and foreign correspondent of The Times revealed 
that after having encountered Notovitch several times in July 1887, he claimed that on one occasion the 
Russian traveller volunteered his services as a ‘spy’ for the British government in India. Wallace declined 
the offer describing Notovitch as an ‘unscrupulous adventurer’.  

 

Jesus in Britain 
This story is based on a belief that Jesus travelled to Britain with ‘Joseph of Arimathea’, a tin trader who 
some believe was his uncle, although other ‘canonical gospel’ texts describe him mainly as a rich man 
and disciple of Jesus. A great degree of literature had been written about this particular tale, taking it into 
the realms of tradition, so that by the 15th century, Glastonbury in Somerset was touted as the birthplace 
of British Christianity.  There was also an account that Joseph of Arimathea had earlier visited 
Glastonbury with Jesus as a child, which inspired artist and poet William Blake to compose a poem that 
became the words to the English hymn Jerusalem. 

 
‘And did those feet in ancient time/walk upon England’s mountains green? And was the Lamb of God/On 
England’s pleasant pastures seen?’ 
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Legend of the Holy Grail 
The mysterious tale of the Holy Grail and its existence in England may have 
been embellished by a story circulating by the late 15th century that Joseph 
of Arimathea had brought two silver flasks containing Christ’s blood to 
Britain and that these relics were buried in his grave. Despite this story 
having evolved into shades of King Arthur and his legendary knights on their 
quest to find the holy relic, there has never been any record of a shrine 
marking the exact spot of the grave.  

 
The Drama of the Lost Disciples 
George F. Jowett in his book of this title, embellished the “Jesus of Britain”, 
story suggesting that Joseph of Arimathea was Jesus’ uncle and because of his contract with Rome to 
trade in tin and iron could claim the body of Jesus for burial because of his connection with Rome. He 
claimed Jesus visited Britain with his “uncle”. 
 
There is no authentic historical evidence to support these claims, however, there is no doubt that 
Cornwell was known for its tin mines, furthermore, British means people of the covenant.  There is some 
truth that after the Roman invasion of England Christianity took root in the UK. 
 

FINAL NOTE 
Where the Bible remained silent on a subject it’s unwise for us to speak on what the Bible doesn't say.  
We stand on what it does say.  Most people who reject the Biblical record of Jesus are only too eager to 
accept spurious claims know the Bible and expose the lie. 
 
The purpose of this lesson is to inform believers so that if these arguments are ever raised we are 
forearmed and ready to give an answer. 
 

I Peter 3:15  

“Always be prepared to give an answer  
to everyone who asks you.” 
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