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 KINGDOM  

OF THE CULTS 
BY Dr Bruce Woolard 

LESSON 9—The Spirit Cult 

 

Popping up like mushrooms are groups promoting the “anointing” and “gifts of the spirit”.  Some 
men boast of being “drunk in the spirit”.  A tele-evangelist calls himself “God’s bartender”!  People 
writhe like snakes, bark like dogs and cackle like hens, all in the name of the arrival of the “Spirit”.  
Some curious onlookers become mesmerised by the phenomenon and become engulfed by this so
-called “fire of God”. 
 

Fire Tunnel 
Churches that were once known as truly Bible 
based and sound are now churches offering a 
new experience.  People in a “worship service” 
are called to run through a “fire tunnel” (human 
tunnel with people on opposite sides in line 
holding hands forming an arch), with music and 
chants of “fire, fire”.  They are initiated into the 
cult of experience. 
 

Another Spirit 
2 Corinthians 11:3-4 “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, 
so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.  For if he that cometh 
preacheth another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive another spirit, which ye 
have not received, or another gospel, which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him.” 
 

End Times 
We have been warned in Scripture that in the last days preceding the rapture some will pull away 
from the Truth.  A strong delusion will come upon those who don’t love the Truth, but embrace 
the lie.  We need to be more cautious and diligent in discerning the spirits, especially in these 
times of great deception, sadly the converse is true —2 Thessalonians 2:10-11 “And with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved.   And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie:”   
 

Roots of the Phenomenon 
If we believe experience determines “Truth” then we are predisposed to deception.  The historic 
record of what is deemed acceptable today, reveals that the Pente-Charismatic Movement is 
rooted in manifestations, akin to spiritism, metaphysics, auto-suggestion and in some instances, 
voodooism, tongues and other experiences. 
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So what is modern day tongues?  From what spirit does it come?  It is most enlightening to 
discover that the Red Indian shamans experience the speaking in tongues to communicate 
with their ancestors. The Zulu witchdoctor in Africa lays claim to the same manifestation.  
Mormons and Christian Zionists also claim to have the gift of speaking in foreign languages.  
Spirit mediums, including occultists, all claim to possess this gift.  Speaking in tongues are not 
exclusive to Christian sects.  The history of the Church dating back centuries testify to the fact 
that many cults and religious groups have experienced this manifestation.               
 

Eastern Religion 
In Hinduism and eastern religion, a mantra 
(repeating of sacred phrases) or a mandala 
(checkered object) including incense serve as a 
means of altering the consciousness of the 
subject.  In some Christian circles a Christian 
mantra or repeated phrases, including the 
repetition of songs, helps to bring the 
worshipper into a new paradigm.  
When this altered state of 
consciousness occurs, the speaking in 
tongues or gibberish may follow.  
What transpires is that the conscious 
mind “switches off” and the “sub-
conscious” mind becomes functional.  
This is very similar to what happens 
when someone talks in his or her 
sleep.  (They do not speak with the 
conscious mind but with the 
subconscious).  So there is a psychology to tongues.  No one 
has ever been able to conclusively prove that the tongues 
that they speak are foreign languages.  In contrast, linguists 
concur, that based on the recordings of “tongue speakers”, 
the components and construction of words that normally 
form the basis of articulate speech are significantly absent.  
In plain language the subconscious language is gibberish.   
 

Subjective Experience 
This does not imply that every time a person speaks in tongues that some evil spirit is at work.  
Neither does it imply that when they speak in tongues God’s spirit is giving them the ability to 
do so.  What it does suggest is that speaking in tongues is a phenomenon that may occur when 
a person ceases to use the faculty of conscious thought and the process of rational thinking is, 
therefore, interrupted.  Subjective experiences will most likely follow.  
The primary approach to Christian truth is objective not subjective.   
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God Honours Truth 
In some groups Truth is often clearly presented, but unfortunately it is mingled with error.  God 
will honour the Truth and sift the tares from the wheat. 
 

What about Miracles? 
One of the blights upon the church today is the emphasis upon the spectacular, that which 
smacks of the miraculous, the supernatural. Everything connected with genuine Christianity is 
supernatural, including the Bible, the virgin birth, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus Christ, 
the New Birth, and much more. What many cannot see is that Satan can imitate gifts and 
miracles. The miracles that God performed through Moses and Aaron were duplicated by the 
magicians of Pharaoh (Exod. 7:8-12). An evil spirit matched a miracle of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Robert K. Massie, in his book Nicholas and Alexandra, relates how a miracle deceived the Czar 
and Czarina of Russia and ultimately destroyed their empire.  Alexandra Feodorovna, the 
German wife of Czar Nicholas II, gave birth to a son, the heir to the Russian throne. In a matter 
of weeks, the doctors discovered that the infant had haemophilia, an incurable blood disorder. 
The members of the royal family 
were greatly disturbed by the 
doctors' discovery, because to them 
the child's death would be 
disastrous. 
 

Great Tragedy 
But a greater tragedy occurred. In 
Russia, at that time was a wicked 
man, a religious mystic by the 
name of Gregory Rasputin. Some 
recall him as "the mad monk of 
Russia." In desperation the czar and 
his Czarina sought the powers of Rasputin for the healing of their son. 
 

Rasputin’s Prayers 
Every time Rasputin said prayers over the sick child, there would be a definite improvement. 
After each session with the child, Rasputin would remind the parents that the child could live 
only as long as they followed his instructions. Because of their love for the child and their 
dreams for the future of the empire, they bowed to Rasputin's every request. 
 

His Influence 
With a word the wicked Rasputin could obtain the appointment or dismissal of any 
government official. Those who were under his influence and control he caused to be 
appointed; those who were not he had dismissed. It did not take long for this demon-
possessed evil man to have the entire Russian government under his control. 
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The bitter fruits that followed plague civilisation to this day. The royal family was murdered, 
followed by civil war and the take-over by the Communists. One government official who 
survived that disaster said, "Without Rasputin, there would have been no Lenin."   
Czar Nicholas II and his Czarina Alexandra Feodorovna were deceived through a miracle. They 
could not discern the spirits. 
 
These forces are at work in our midst today. 
 
"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many 
false prophets are gone out into the world" (1 John 4:1). 
 

Let God be true and everyone a liar. 
 
Next lesson is a continuation focusing on the Cult of Experience.  Find out more about the 
kundalini spirit. 
 
 


