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 KINGDOM  

OF THE CULTS 
BY Dr Bruce Woolard 

LESSON 10—The Cult of Experience 

 

The Late John Wimber, a leading proponent of experiential Christianity, said that “A person who 
experiences a spirit encounter will change his theology or doctrinal beliefs. 
 

Confusion—My Quest for God’s Fulness 
God is not the author of confusion.  He is the God of order—1 Corinthians 14:33 & 40 “For God 
is not a God of disorder but of peace—as in all the congregations of the Lord’s people.  ….  But 
everything should be done in a fitting and orderly way.”  As a teenager growing up in a 
Pentecostal environment I was exposed to manifestations that were supernatural and, 
undoubtedly, these experiences impacted the lives of people.  I noticed that many believers, in 
the local church, of which my parents were members, claimed to possess certain gifts that 
made them more powerful and influential in the Church.  Some of the believers, who were less 
gifted, and more dependent in temperament became entrapped and mesmerized by these, so-
called, gifted or superior saints.  This resulted in deception and corruption.  I would require 
more pages and more ink to describe the horror and tragedies that plagued families enslaved 
by these, so-called, prophets.  The circle of Christian friends who serve the Lord in our local 
Church became disillusioned to the point that some of them became agnostics.  Today some 
have experienced spiritual “burn out”.  Their lives have been ruined and scarred.  It is on the 
basis of my background that I am able, through God’s Grace, to share with you what I sincerely 
believe is a blight and not a blessing in the Church today. 
 

Supernatural Experiences 
My experiences and supernatural manifestations gave me a false sense of security and 
importance that made me believe that I was more gifted than the average Christian.  At the 
young age of seventeen I experienced the supernatural ability to speak in “tongues”.  I believed 
that God had given to me the gift of healing (many people I prayed for experienced a warm 
tingling sensation and showed signs of improvement in their health).  Those that were cripple 
threw away their crutches and some discarded their wheelchairs. A boy, in one of our healing 
rallies, claimed to have had his sight restored.  Others claimed they had been cured of cancer.  
My ministry, as a young adult, flourished and I was invited to speak at many churches 
promoting this new movement of healing and blessing.  The exorcising of demonic spirits 
became the order of the day.  I believed that “God was at work”.  As I grew in the maturity of 
the Word of God I began to notice inconsistencies in the movement.  I was faced with a 
dilemma. 
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Either my experience was of God or a deluding spirit.  I had to personally rationalise my 
experiences in the light of revealed truth contained in the Bible.  This painful odyssey revealed 
many great truths to me and I found comfort, in the fact, that many sincere Pentecostals and 
Charismatics felt the same way.  It is often difficult to evaluate truth when one is preoccupied 
with teachings that are spurious.  One’s perception creates reality within one’s mind.  
 

Expositional Authority 
Experiential Christianity challenges expositional authority.  I had to weigh up my experiences in 
the light of expositional truth.  I began to notice the lack of ethics and morality among the bEtheir 
lifestyles, attitudes and behaviour maligned their characters.  There was something drastically 
wrong with people in the movement.  They were “super spiritual” in one instance and “grossly 
immoral” in the another.  Surely, their behaviour, I thought, was the result of pseudo-Christianity.  
Was it possible that I, who claimed to have possessed special gifts, from God, was also deceived?  
Were these experiences imposed on me as a gift from God or were they from another dimension?  
If we, in the movement, were the children of light why was there so much darkness and 
deception?  I began to read the Scriptures more thoroughly and examine the passages that most 
Pentecostals and Charismatics employ in their attempt to justify their experiences.  We were 
experiencing a repeat of the Corinthian catastrophe.  The believers in the Corinthian church 
magnified the more showy and spectacular gifts to the extent that others in the assembly were 
made to feel that they were nothing and had no gift at all.  Some of them were beginning to 
doubt that they were part of the Body of Christ.  This is precisely what happened to my friends.  
We were deceived?  We were trading in a 
counterfeit? In order to gain credibility error will 
always ride on the back of truth. There is much 
that I experienced, in the movement that I will 
treasure for the rest of my life, but there are 
some manifestations that I encountered that 
came from the prince of darkness.  
 

Kundalini 
The release of the kundalini energy or spirit is 
activated when the subject meditates, dances or aligns his/her mind 
with the energy field.  The manifestations in modern churches is not 
dissimilar from the Hindu practise in releasing kundalini.   
 
An Indian lady, who came to know the Lord, told me that she grew up 
in a Hindu temple.  Her father was a Hindu priest and what disturbed 
her was when attending an energy charged church service, the same 
techniques and manifestations that the “Christian” leader activated 
was the same as what she experienced in the Hindu temple.  This lady 
and her son became members of St Marks and were liberated from 
the spirit of deception. 

Page 3/... 



 3 

St Davids Congregational Church cnr Verbena Rd & Cassia Dr, Sunridge Park Gqeberha (PE) 
041-3601127—www/stdavids.org.za  /  email: stdavids@telkomsa.net 

Page 2 —The Cult of Experience…. 
 

Jerking of Body or Tremors 
Involuntary body tremors and severe shaking of the body so often witnessed in modern 
churches is kundalini. 
 

Pagans 
What makes pagans so devoted 
to their gods, idols or 
supernatural experience. 

 
I advise you to get out of such an atmosphere that purports to be the imparting of the spirit. 
 

Understand the Scriptures 
Exegesis  -  Exegesis is a word related to correctly interpreting the Bible. 

 

Hermeneutics relies on historical-grammatical and contextual principles. 

 

Eisegesis—A common practise of reading into the Bible a preconceived idea that is imposed 

on the text.  This approach leads to heresy and false interpretation.   
 

Narcigesis—This approach is so called because the reader sees him/herself as the central 

character i.e. Davids victory of Goliath becomes their victory.  A narcissist is one absorbed by 
self and therefore a narcigesis method becomes self oriented and may lead to the false belief 
that this is God’s revelation of truth.   
 
2 Timothy 2:15 “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does 
not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” 
 
2 Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 
and training in righteousness”. 
 
Lets be like the Bereans of old and compare Scripture with Scripture—see Acts 17”10-11 
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 The Bereans 


