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 KINGDOM  

OF THE CULTS 
BY Dr Bruce Woolard 

LESSON 5—Mother and Child Cult  

History records that pagans worshipped “deities” like the sun, moon, 
stars or some other version or icon perceived to be divine.  While 
some purport to acknowledge an overarching or creator god they 
claim to use demi-gods as mediators to the divine source. 
 

Animism = The belief that nature, such as plants, wind, hills, trees 
have a spirit and therefore are divine 
 

ONE MEDIATOR 
The Scriptures settle the mediation factor—1 Timothy 2:5. 
 

PAGANISM 
There are some “intelligent” people well educated in the sciences who seek for meaning in paganism. 
Romans 1:21-23 “For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to 
him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened.  Although they claimed to 
be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like 
a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles.” 
 

CONSTANTINE 
When Emperor Constantine decreed “Christendom” as Rome's official religion in 314AD, many pagans 
embraced the new Roman religion.  In their quest to become “Christian” they brought many of their 
superstitions and occult beliefs with them.  History records a fusion of pagan-Christian religion which 
launched the Roman church.  The term “Catholic” means universal and because Rome was the worlds 
capital, the religion became known as Roman Catholic.  This infiltration into Christendom meant the 
embracing of idols as mediators.  The saints and Mary became mediators and so Christendom and 
paganism merged to form a hybrid belief. 
 

CHURCH HISTORY 
Many Christians distanced themselves from the official Roman religion of Christendom.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Dark Ages of history reveal persecutions of Christians who refused to comply with the rituals of 
the Roman Church.  Some were torched and executed for their refusal to bow to the bishop of Rome, 
the Pope. 
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Notice the difference between Bible Christianity and Christendom. 
The latter is religion of rituals and sacrifices. 

The former is a relationship with our Lord and Saviour. 
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MARS HILL 
When the Apostle Paul visited and preached in Athens he spoke to the philosophers on Mars Hill. 
Acts 17:22-30 “Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see 
that in every way you are very religious.  For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of 
worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: to an unknown god. So you are ignorant of the 
very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.  “The God who made the 
world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human 
hands.  And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives 
everyone life and breath and everything else.  From one man he made all the nations, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of 
their lands.  God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, 
though he is not far from any one of us.  ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’  As some of 
your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’  “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should 
not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design and 
skill.  In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent. 
 
 

SYNCRETISM 
One of the repeated patterns of the Roman church is syncretism, bringing pagan beliefs and practices 
into the church to keep certain groups satisfied.  The church allowed the pagans to continue their 
practices—in this case, the worship of the Great Mother—only in a slightly different form and with a 
new name. Many pagans had been drawn to Christianity, but so strong in their mind was the 
adoration for the Mother-goddess, that they did not want to forsake her. Compromising church 
leaders saw that, if they could find some similarity in Christianity with the Mother-goddess worship of 
the pagans, they could increase their numbers by bringing many pagans into their fold. Of course, 
Mary would fit the bill perfectly. So the pagans were allowed to continue their prayers and devotion 
to the Mother-goddess, but her name was changed to Mary. In this way, the pagan worship of the 
Mother was given the appearance of Christianity, and the course was set.  
 
 

ROOTS OF THE MOTHER CHILD CULT 
It is good and helpful to know that Lucifer is not an innovator but an imitator.  Ages before the birth 
of Jesus as recorded in the New Testament, pagan religion worshipped the Madonna, the mother and 
child.  The devil in his sordid twisted evil imitation seduced many to pre-empt God’s Revelation of 
Christ’s birth with a mother and child version which suited the pagans. 
 
 

NIMROD AND SEMIRAMIS 
Nimrod, grandson of Ham, son of Noah, was the real founder of the Babylonish system that has 
gripped the world ever since—the system of organized competition—of man-ruled governments and 
empires, based upon the competitive and profit-making economic system. Nimrod built the Tower of 
Babel, the original Babylon, ancient Nineveh and many other cities. He organized the world's 
first kingdom, the first United Nations. The name Nimrod, in Hebrew, is derived from "Marad," 
meaning "he rebelled." 
 

From many ancient writings, much is learned of this man, who started the great organized worldly 
apostasy from God that has dominated the world since. Nimrod was so evil, it is said he married his 
own mother, whose name was Semiramis. After Nimrod's untimely death, his so-called mother-wife, 
Semiramis, propagated the evil doctrine of the survival of Nimrod as a spirit being.  
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NIMROD AND SEMIRAMIS/CONTINUED…. 
 

Through her scheming and designing, Semiramis became the Babylonian "Queen of Heaven," and 
Nimrod, under various names, became the "divine son of heaven." Through the generations, in this 
idolatrous worship, Nimrod became the false Messiah, son of Baal the Sun-god. In this 
false Babylonish system, the "Mother and Child" (Semiramis and Nimrod reborn), became chief 
objects of worship. This worship of "Mother and Child" spread over the world. The names varied in 
different countries and languages. In Egypt, it was Isis and Osiris. In Asia, Cybele and Deoius. In pagan 
Rome, Fortuna and Jupiterpuer. Even in Greece, China, Japan, Tibet is to be found the counterpart of 
the Madonna, long before the birth of Christ! 
 

Thus, during the fourth and fifth centuries, when the pagans of the Roman world were "accepting" 
the new popular "Christianity" by hundreds of thousands, carrying their old pagan customs and 
beliefs along with them, merely cloaking them with Christian-sounding names, the Madonna "Mother 
and Child" idea also became popularized, especially at Christmas time.  
 

MOTHER MARY 
While we acknowledge the wonderful role Mary played as the vessel for Jesus to be born, we would 
be deceived to venerate her and make her a joint-mediator: 
 

Hebrews 8:6 “ But in fact the ministry Jesus has received is as superior to theirs as the covenant of 
which he is mediator is superior to the old one, since the new covenant is established on better 
promises”. 
 

Hebrews 9:15 “For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are 
called may receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them 
free from the sins committed under the first covenant.  
 

Hebrews 12:24 “To Jesus the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a 
better word than the blood of Abel”. 
 
Jesus is the only mediator and the Roman Church would have their subjects believe that Mary was 
sinless and that in heaven she mediates on behalf of those who are devoted to her. 
 
Through millennia, the symbol of the "Mother and Child" has been endlessly repeated; one can find 
evidence of Mother-and-Child worship in all of the nations in ancient times. Though her 
characteristics varied from culture to culture, the common element is that the Mother was the Queen 
of Heaven, and she bore fruit even though a virgin. 
 
In China, Semiramis became known as the "Holy Mother." The Germans named her "Hertha." The 
Scandinavians called her "Disa." Among the Druids, the "Vigo-Paritura" was worshipped as the 
"Mother of God." To the Greeks, she was "Aphrodite." To the Romans she was known as "Venus," and 
her son was "Jupiter." The Canaanites, and sometimes even the Israelites, worshipped 
"Ashtoreth" (Judges 2:13; 10:6; I Samuel 7:3-4; 12:10; I Kings 11:5, 33; II Kings 23:13), who was also 
known as "the queen of heaven" (Jeremiah 7:18). In Ephesus, the Great Mother was known as 
"Diana." T.W. Doane in his book Bible Myths sums it up this way: "Thus we see that the Virgin and 
child were worshipped in pagan times from China to Britain . . . and even in Mexico the 'Mother and 
child' were worshipped." 
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LET’S PUT THE MOTHER AND CHILD CULT TO THE TEST 
 

A. The cults twists the Scriptures to mean what they want it 
to mean.  The Roman Church is guilty of adding to the 
Bible and making the Pope the sole authority on earth 
and Mary a mediator. 
 

B. The Roman Church preaches a false Gospel based on the 
premise that every time mass is celebrated Jesus is 
received through the host or bread.  Its called 
transubstantiation they claim (Miraculously it becomes 
literally His flesh).  Salvation is based on Romans 10:9 .  
 

C. According to the Roman Church Jesus needs assistance and guidance from His mother to 
be an effective Saviour.  They promote a different Jesus. 
 

D. They exalt the Pope to Christ’s status  as the Vicor or Christ. 
 

E. The Roman Church is the final authority. 
 

The Roman Church and mother and child cult fails the test and is most definitely a cult, 
See 2 Corinthians 6:14-18..   
 
 

 
 

Consider Revelation 17:1-7 “One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said 
to me, “Come, I will show you the punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many 
waters.  With her the kings of the earth committed adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth 
were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.”  Then the angel carried me away in the 
Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with 
blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns.  The woman was dressed in purple 
and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in 
her hand, filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries.  The name written on her 
forehead was a mystery: 

Babylon the great 
The mother of prostitutes 

and of the abominations of the earth. 
 

I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who 
bore testimony to Jesus.  When I saw her, I was greatly astonished.  Then the angel said to me: 
“Why are you astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she 
rides, which has the seven heads and ten horns”. 
 

Is the Roman church an extension of Babylonianism? 
 

The cult of Rome has captured millions of souls purportedly to be Christian. 
 

Some believe Revelation describes to the Roman Church. 


