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The most attractive and appealing cult 
dressed up as Christian is the Cult of 
Prosperity. 
 
The TV stations spewing out a concoction of 
truth and error are owned by millionaires 
who themselves are either deceived or know 
exactly what their motives and objectives 
are. 
 
 

BE WILLING TO LEARN 
We must be willing to learn to confront these 
false teachers with their lies and heresies.  
Millions and millions of seekers have been 
taken captive by these smooth talking “snake 
oil” salesmen. 
 
I’m loathe to mention the names of these 
false teachers because some may consider it 
name shaming or slander, but I hope you will 
be able to discern for yourself the motives of 
wolves in sheep clothing and who they are.   
 
Acts 20:29-30 “For I know this, that after my 
departure savage wolves will come in 
among you, not sparing the flock.  Also from 
among yourselves men will rise up, 
speaking perverse things, to draw away the 
disciples after themselves. “ 
 
Jesus said you'll know them by their fruits—
Matthew 7:15-16 “ “Beware of false 
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous 
wolves.  You will know them by their 

fruits. Do men gather grapes from thorn 
bushes or figs from thistles?” 
Some of these preachers have attracted 
scandal and some have been charged with 
financial fraud and serve jail time, others 
have got away with their ill gotten gains. 
 
 

THE LITMUS TEST 
A litmus is a dye that is used to test acids or 
alkalis.  A litmus test is a reliable method 
used to determine truth.  The marks of a cult 
as referred to in Lesson 1 & 2, may serve as a 
litmus test in examining the methodology 
and practice of leaders.  The Bible is a reliable 
barometer to test the cults. 

1 Timothy 6:4-12 & 2 Peter 2:1-4. 
 
 

MIXTURE 
The prosperity movement employs different 
ideologies, new thought, mysticism and 
health and wealth. 
 
 

NEW THOUGHT 
The New Thought Movement of the 1800 
introduced mind power teachings.  Your 
thoughts and words, they claim, can create 
success.  Positive confessions, name it claim 
it, a type of mind over matter.  The power lies 
within the mind, they purport.   
 
While it is true that the mind holds the 
antidote for many ills, Christian faith is not 
simply being positive. 
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New Thought continued 
 

The classic story of two boys who lived next 
door to each other is worth sharing:- 
 

The one boy’s parents were “positive 
confession” people.  The other boy from a 
conservative Christian family.  The 
conservative boy was invited to play outside 
with the positive confession kid.  The 
conservative boy said he could not do so 
because his grandmom was ill.  The positive 
confession lad suggested he tell her that she 
wasn’t sick only thought she was sick.  After 
several days the positive confession child 
again invited the conservative boy to come 
out and play, but the conservative boy said 
he couldn’t.  The other boy again said, “I told 
you your gran only thinks she is ill.”  The 
conservative boy couldn’t handle it anymore 
and blurted out, “I can’t play because my 
granny thinks she is dead!” 
 
Think, grow rich is another prosperity flawed 
gem. 
 
What do Prosperity Proponents teach: 
 
A. Poverty is a sin—wealth is a sign God 

has blessed you and that you are 
walking in His will (1 Timothy 6:5). 

B. Healing is in the atonement you can 
demand healing. 

C. You have the power to speak reality into 
existence. 

D. Jesus died in hell and was born again 
through resurrection power. 

E. The name Jesus evokes the unleashing 
of power. 

F. Your finances are seeds you sow to 
harvest wealth. 

G. Personal empowerment is the core 
focus. 

H. We are “little gods”.  If cats have kittens 
and lions lion cubs and God is our Father 

then we as His children are “little gods”.  
As god we command things to happen. 

I. Visions—angel visitations and 
supernatural revelations are common 
among these proponents or so they 
claim. 

J. Their leaders are filthy rich and proud of 
it. 

K. They attract huge crowds who are in 
search of blessings more often than not, 
material blessings. 

L. They teach a feel good experience which 
is self-focussed and promote a faith 
formula like a witch with her brew 
ingredients.  Faith to the prosperity 
teacher is a force or power. 

 

MARKS OF A CULT 
Let’s apply the 5 fold marks of the cult to our 
test of the cult prosperity: 
 
1. They promote mystical revelations and 

visions apart from the Scriptures (extra-
Biblical). 

2. They emphasise what you give 
materially to secure God’s blessing 
(salvation and blessings by works). 

3. They promote a different Jesus who was 
born again in hell and His name used to 
evoke power. 

4. They exalt their leaders to the “anointed 
of God”. 

5. They twist the Bible and fail in 
Hermeneutics, proper Bible 
interpretation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


