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Having established that cults deviate from 
orthodoxy and Biblical Christianity we 
explored the typical signs of a group ‘s 
departure from the Truth.   
 

THE MARKS 
In this lesson we will reinforce and highlight 
the Marks of a Cult to ensure that you 
formulate a clear understanding of what to 
look for when confronted by the overt and 
subtle teachings that have entrapped the 
uninformed and undiscerning believers.   
 

As stated, a counterfeit is designed to be so 
close or similar to an original that it’s 
accepted as an authentic currency.   
 

RIGHTLY DIVIDED 
2 Timothy 2:15-16 “Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved, a worker 
who does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly handles the word of truth. Avoid 
godless chatter, because those who indulge 
in it will become more and more ungodly”. 
 

The phrase “Rightly Divided” or “accurately 
handling” is taken from the Greek which we 
have the English word “orthodontics”.  An 
orthodontist sets crooked teeth straight 
(Greek—Orthotomounta).  This implies that if 
we fail to accurately interpret the Scriptures 
we will be like a worker producing a flawed 
product.   
 

The verse also refers to a worker (ergaten) 
being approved (dokimon).  As believers we 
embarrass ourselves when we fail to handle 
or cut or set the Scriptures correctly.   

The cults twist the Scriptures. 
2 Corinthians 4:2 “Rather, we have 
renounced secret and shameful ways; we do 
not use deception, nor do we distort the 
word of God. On the contrary, by setting 
forth the truth plainly we commend 
ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the 
sight of God. “ 
 

THE SWORD 
Let us consider the challenge.  We must 
know our weapon.  The Bible as God’s Word 
is like a sword—Ephesians 6:17 
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THE ENEMY 
We are encouraged to also know the enemy’s 
strategy: 
 
2 Corinthians 10:3-4 “For though we live in 
the world, we do not wage war as the world 
does.  The weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of the world. On the contrary, 
they have divine power to demolish 
strongholds. “ 
 

THE ENEMY 
We are encouraged to also know the enemy’s 
strategy—2 Corinthians 10:3-4 “ For though 
we live in the world, we do not wage war as 
the world does. (In Greek  En/Sarki/Gar/
Peripatountes/Ou/Kata Sarka/Strateumetha) 
4 The weapons we fight with are not the 
weapons of the world. On the contrary, they 
have divine power to demolish strongholds.“ 
 
The devil has captured and brainwashed the 
masses who believe his lies. 
2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 “ The coming of the 
lawless one will be in accordance with how 
Satan works. He will use all sorts of displays 
of power through signs and wonders that 
serve the lie, and all the ways that 
wickedness deceives those who are 
perishing. They perish because they refused 
to love the truth and so be saved.  For this 
reason God sends them a powerful 
delusion so that they will believe the lie and 
so that all will be condemned who have not 
believed the truth but have delighted in 
wickedness.” 
 

JUDE 3—DEFEND THE FAITH 
Let’s re-consider the Marks of a Cult. 
 
A. EXTRA BIBLICAL REVELATION 
TO substitute the Bible for another authority.  
Experiential authority. 

 
Experience is not a reliable authority, it’s 
variable.  The Bible a constant. 
 
B. SALVATION BY WORKS 
Another clear mark of a counterfeit faith is 
the emphasis of works as a means of 
achieving salvation: - Ephesians 2:9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
C. ANOTHER JESUS 
The cults present another Jesus, another 
Spirit and another Gospel. 
Galatians 1:6-7 “I am astonished that you 
are so quickly deserting the one who 
called you to live in the grace of Christ and 
are turning to a different gospel— hich is 
really no gospel at all. Evidently some 
people are throwing you into confusion and 
are trying to pervert the gospel of 
Christ.  But even if we or an angel from 
heaven should preach a gospel other than 
the one we preached to you, let them be 
under God’s curse!  As we have already said, 
so now I say again: If anybody is preaching 
to you a gospel other than what you 
accepted, let them be under God’s curse! “ 
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D. THE EXALTATION OF HUMAN LEADERS 
This trait is common to all cults.  They exalt a 
leader or prophet to a status of authority and 
“the anointed”.  Be very cautious when you 
hear a dynamic leader claim to be God’s 
anointed.  Jesus warned that the deceiver or 
false leader will claim to be God’s “anointed” 
Matthew 24:4-5 

Now it is true that the term “Christ” is an 
anglicised word derived from the Greek 
“Xristos” and is equivalent to Messiah.  We, 
who are in Christ, are Christians, which 
means all believers are “anointed”.  No-one 
besides Christ can lay claim to be God’s 
anointed, but Christ alone.  He is “The 
Anointed”, we are “an anointed one”.  That’s 
what Christian means. 
 
PERSONALITY CULTS 
We do not exalt God’s servants or ministers 
to the position that only belongs to our Lord.  
The early church in Corinth was divided 
because they followed men—1 Corinthians 
1:10-13 “I appeal to you, brothers and 
sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree with one another in 
what you say and that there be no divisions 
among you, but that you be perfectly 
united in mind and thought.  My brothers 
and sisters, some from Chloe’s 
household have informed me that there are 
quarrels among you.  What I mean is this: 

One of you says, “I follow Paul”; another, “I 
follow Apollos”; another, “I follow 
Cephas”; still another, “I follow Christ.”  Is 
Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? 
Were you baptized in the name of Paul?” 
 
There is nothing wrong in appreciating God’s 
servants, but do not elevate them to the 
degree that if they fail you become 
shipwrecked in your faith.  Countless 
Christians are disillusioned 
in their faith because of the 
failure of their leaders.   
 
Jim Jones of the Guyana 
massacre is one example  
Of how thousands of his 
followers perished because 
their faith hinged on his 
status.   
 
 David Koresh (Waco siege) 
is another example of 
personality worship. 
 
E. IGNORE 
PROGRESSIVE REVELATION 
The cults use “proof texting” which isolates a 
text to make it say what the context is not 
saying.  The cults mix God’s Laws to Israel 
with God’s Grace to the Church.  They 
emphasise a Biblical Truth but apply it to a 
wrong era.  For example:  There are 
somethings Jesus said in His earthly ministry 
that are different to His heavenly ministry—
consider Matthew 10:5-14 “These twelve 
Jesus sent out with the following 
instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles 
or enter any town of the Samaritans.  Go 
rather to the lost sheep of Israel.  As you go, 
proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’  
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Page 3/continued Matthew 10:8-14 
 
Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 
who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely 
you have received; freely give.  “Do not get 
any gold or silver or copper to take with you 
in your belts—no bag for the journey or 
extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the 
worker is worth his keep.  Whatever town or 
village you enter, search there for some 
worthy person and stay at their house until 
you leave.  As you enter the home, give it 
your greeting.  If the home is deserving, let 
your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your 
peace return to you.  If anyone will not 
welcome you or listen to your words, leave 
that home or town and shake the dust off 
your feet.” 
 
Why did Jesus command His disciples not to 
preach the Kingdom to Gentiles and 
Samaritans? 
 
…………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………. 
 
The offer of the Kingdom was meant to 
prepare Israel as God’s Kingdom people.  The 
earthly ministry of Jesus was “Jew Focused”. 
 
The parables Jesus taught focussed on 
Israel’s return to God.  They needed to 
repent.  They need to be baptised as a sign of 
preparation to be God’s people in readiness 
for the Kingdom on earth. 
 
We must recognise the difference between 
Israel and the Christian Church.   
 
The cults fail to recognise the dispensational 
differences and thereby lead their followers 
astray. 
 

QUESTION: 
 
List the five marks of a cult? 
 
1………………………………………………………………….. 
 
2………………………………………………………………….. 
 
3………………………………………………………………….. 
 
4………………………………………………………………….. 
 
5………………………………………………………………….. 
 
What have you observed or learnt in this 
lesson that has enhanced your understanding 
of God’s Word and alerted you to the 
importance of knowing the signs of a cult? 
 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
…………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 
In our next lesson we will start examining 
some popular trends infiltrating the end time 
church and some of the more obvious cults 
that are prevalent.  Some old, some new. 
 
 


