
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Women and the 
Ministry 

 
by Dr Bruce Woolard 



WOMEN AND THE MINISTRY 
 

There is a school of thought relating to the role of women in the 
church that needs to be addressed.  Clarity in this regard will 
be of great benefit to the Body of Christ and the local church. 
The problem seems to have been based on various passages 
of Scripture where Paul forbids a woman to teach and to usurp 
authority over the man, and his call for her to be silent and to 
learn at home.  It is a travesty that these verses have been 
used as chains to limit women in the ministry of the Gospel.  
We concur that the primary responsibility of a woman is to 
serve her family, her husband, and her children and to teach younger women how 
to behave and live the Christian life.  However, this is not the only role that 
women should play.   
 
Let’s consider the following: 
 
In 1 Cor. 11 Paul writes and says “Be followers of me even as I am also of 
Christ”.  Surely Paul is not telling us to follow him, but rather he is calling us to 
follow Christ.  And if we want to know what it means to follow Christ he holds 
himself up as the example of what it means to walk in the footsteps of Jesus.  In 
verse 3 of this passage he stresses that the head of every man is Christ and the 
head of the woman is the man and the head of Christ is God. This passage does 
not suggest that God is superior or holds greater authority than Christ.  What it 
does mean is that God the Trinity is the source or the beginning of the purpose of 
Christ the Messiah.  In the same sense this passage does not imply that man is 
the authoritative or superior control figure over the woman but rather man was 
created first and therefore he is the beginning or the source of the woman.  In 
verse 4 Paul says that a man when he prays or prophesies should not cover his 
head.  But if a woman prays or prophesies she must have her head covered.  
There are two important issues in this passage.  The head covering of the woman 
was a cultural practice of showing respect for the union of marriage and for the 
husband who was the source or head of the family.  Secondly, this passage 
speaks of a man prophesying.  Where would he prophesy?  In the church of 
course or in the assembly of believers.  Verse 5 tells us that a woman will also 
pray and prophesy.  It goes without say that she would also pray and prophecy in 
the assembly.  So here we see a clear statement made by Paul that women were 
permitted to speak, pray and even preach in the church.   
 
What could Paul then have meant in 1 Cor.14 when he states that a woman 
should be silent in church, having already accepted and stated that women were 
permitted to speak in church provided their heads were covered?  1 Cor. 14:34-



35 tells us that women were to keep silent in the church and that they were to be 
under obedience as declared by the law (this implies that some women were out 
of control and acting in disruptive and disobedience) Further he calls upon them 
to learn at home and ask their husbands questions in private and not in public.  
This would imply that in the local assembly disobedient women were disrupting 
the local church meeting with questions and therefore Paul instructs them to 
rather ask their husbands at home than disrupt the service.   
 
Please note that in the first century like as in the Jewish synagogue women sat 
separately from the men.  It is important that one understands the preceding 
verse to the call for women to be silent.  In verse 33 there is a declaration that 
God is not the author of confusion.  So it would appear that such chaotic 
disruptions caused confusion and Paul asserts that this disorder was not of God.  
Please note that his call in this chapter is not only for women to be silent but also 
for men to be silent in certain instances.  1 Cor. 14:30-31. 
 
Another passage, which is misunderstood, is 1 Tim. 2. In verse 7 Paul writes to 
Timothy and says that he is an ordained preacher, he is an apostle and a teacher 
of the Gentiles. In verse 12 Paul says that a woman shouldn’t teach or usurp 
authority over a man but be silent.  What is important through observation and the 
grammatical application of these two verses is the fact that Paul speaks of being 
a teacher.  In this context teaching is in an active form.  As an apostle his 
teachings were foundational.  When he says a woman is forbidden to teach, he is 
saying that a woman could not present foundational truths of a revelatory nature, 
for this office of apostleship was given to the man because as Adam was the 
head of Eve so the man is the head of the woman.  If the church apostles were to 
be the source or the beginning of the Christian church, they would have to be 
men.  Therefore, his instruction for women not to teach and usurp authority is 
understandable.  However, in these modern times we accept that no foundational 
truth can be taught by male or female.  The apostles have already established the 
foundation. (Romans 16:25-26).  A woman or man who teaches today does so in 
a passive form and not an active form.  We declare through teaching what has 
already been established.  In this context a woman is not restricted because she 
teaches under the authority of Christ who is the Head of the Church and under 
the authority of the Scriptures. 
 
In 1 Timothy 2:9 the writer calls on Christian women to dress in modesty and not 
to wear jewelry in excess.  There was a reason for him making these statements, 
because first century women wore their dowry as a status symbol.  Christian 
women should not find security or identity in their dowry.  This does not mean that 
a woman is forbidden to wear jewelry in these modern times.  However, the same 
folk who propagate the silence of women have no problem with their partners 
wearing jewelry.  This is most inconsistent.   



A further point is that Paul commands that slaves act in submission to their 
masters. (1 Tim. 6: 1-3) It would be most unfair for any modern day Christian to 
suggest that this passage supports slavery.  Although the writer gives this 
instruction he does so at a time in human history when slavery was practiced and 
accepted as a norm in society.  
 
In 1 Cor. 13:11-12 Paul says that when he was a child he would speak as a child 
but when he became an adult he put away childish things.  What did he mean by 
this?  Simply that when maturity comes the things that were acceptable when one 
was a child is done away with to give way to growth.  He also says that when that 
which is perfect comes, the imperfect will be done away.  In this context he is 
saying that much of what the church adhered to in the first century before the 
completion of the full revelation of God’s purpose would one-day pass away.  
Tongues, prophecy, revelatory knowledge, would cease.  So in the same way 
many issues subscribed to by the early church have passed away.  Surely this 
includes the limited ministry attached to women.   
 
Now that we have the full authority, namely the Word of God, all men and all 
women function equally under this authority and under the headship of Christ.  
Ministers are not rulers, but servants.  A servant possesses no authority but 
serves under an authority.  In collective pastoral ministry ministers jointly serve 
the community under Christ as the head.   It would appear from the previous 
deductions that a woman may teach in the local assembly as she recognises the 
collective responsibility of service to the Christian body. 
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