
 

 

Welcome 
By Dr Bruce Woolard 
 

We welcome you to the 
inauguration of our ANNUAL 
DAY OF PRAYER SERVICE 
(ADOPS) to be celebrated 
yearly on the first Friday of 
the month of March.   
 

While daily prayer and 
devotion is to be 
encouraged setting an annual day aside to 
pray, in terms of current events and human 
challenges, is necessary.   
 

Bringing in of the word and candle 
lighting 
 
The COVID 19 pandemic has altered the 
lifestyles of habits of God’s people.  Church 
doors have been closed as a preventative 
measure to beat the curse of the plague.  
Too many victims have died over the past 
two years for us to remain indifferent to the 
reality of the virus.  There are members in 
our community who have lost loved ones 
during this hard and depressing time   
We will pray for the bereft. 

 

POVERTY 
 

The curse of poverty that is 
on the rise is an indictment 
on our governments failure 
to timely address corruption 
and the mismanagement of 
the economy.  
 
We pray for the poor and 
the needy. 
 

 

War 
 

The ravages of war are too ghastly to 
contemplate.  The Ukraine crisis could 
morph into World War 3.  The blame game is 
being played by both sides.   
 

As believers we do not pray for victory of 
one nation over the other, we pray for world 
leaders to act responsibly and wisely and 
for them to realise that ongoing conflict will 
only bring more misery to our planet already 
suffering from the global warming and 
pandemic.  
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Welcome to St Davids  

Annual Day of Prayer 
Friday 4th March 2022 @ 9:30am 

 

“Pray without ceasing” 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 

 
Pandemic—Corruption—Conflict  



 

 

IN THE BEGINNING 
 

In South Africa the first World Day of 
Prayer service was held in March 
1930 in the Sea Point Congregational 
Church.  So we at St Davids have a 
strong connection and affinity with 
the congregational church in Cape 
Town.   
 
How significant for us to take hands 
in unity of purpose. 
 
While we respect the organisers of the 
World Women’s Day Prayer initiative, we at 
St Davids will hold an autonomous service 
unrelated to other denominational and 
religious faith groups who undoubtedly have 
their own world view concerns. 
 
We have chosen our inaugural theme by 
virtue of the current conditions so prevalent 
and alarming. 
 READING:  I Thessalonians 1:2-6 

HYMN—SWEET HOUR OF PRAYER 
 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
That calls me from a world of care, 
And bids me at my Father’s throne 
Make all my wants and wishes known. 
In seasons of distress and grief, 
My soul has often found relief, 
And oft escaped the tempter’s snare, 
By thy return, sweet hour of prayer! 

Sweet hour of prayer! sweet hour of prayer! 
Thy wings shall my petition bear 

 

To Him whose truth and faithfulness 
Engage the waiting soul to bless. 
And since He bids me seek His face, 
Believe His Word and trust His grace, 
I’ll cast on Him my every care, 
And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 
I’ll cast on Him my every care, 
And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 
 
I’ll cast on Him my every care, 
And wait for thee, sweet hour of prayer! 

 

”We always thank God for all of  you and continually mention you 
in our prayers. 3 We remember before our God and Father your 
work produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your 
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”  

 1 Thessalonians 1:2 



 

 

PRAYER 
 

O Lord our God, Creator of Heaven and 
earth, hear our prayers today and answer 
according to your Divine will and 
purpose.  We pray for families affected 
by the pandemic who have lost loved 
ones.  Bring comfort to all who sorrow 
and wipe away their tears.   
 

Lord, the scourge of corruption is like 
locusts swarming a harvest and 
decimating it leaving it a wasteland.  May 
law enforcement have the courage to act 
against such evil that robs hungry 
children and impoverished families. 
 

Lord, the horrors of war have been 
unleashed on innocent civilians in 
Ukraine and other troubled regions.  You 
have warned us of the increase of wars.  
Are we the generation of which you 
spoke, who will witness tribulation and 
cataclysmic disasters?   
 

We pray that you will hold back your 
judgement against such foolishness in 
accordance with Your will.  Inspire us, 
Lord, to be men and women of prayer 
who know that evil will be ultimately 
defeated.  All these mercies we trust You 
for as we praise You for your tolerance 
and patience for humanity at war.   
 

We ask this in the name of Jesus our 
Lord, Redeemer and Saviour.  Amen. 

Psalmists Prayer—Psalm 34:1-20 
 

I will extol the Lord at all times; 
 His praise will always be on my lips. 
I will glory in the Lord; let the afflicted hear and 
 rejoice. 
Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt His name 
 together. 
I sought the Lord, and He answered me; 
 He delivered me from all my fears. 
Those who look to Him are radiant; 
 their faces are never covered with shame. 
This poor man called, and the Lord heard Him; 
 He saved Him out of all His troubles. 
The angel of the Lord encamps around those 
 who fear Him, and He delivers them. 
Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
 blessed is the one who takes refuge in Him. 
Fear the Lord, you His holy people, 
 for those who fear Him lack nothing. 
The lions may grow weak and hungry, 
 but those who seek the Lord lack no good 
 thing. 
Come, my children, listen to me; I will teach 
 you the fear of the Lord. 
Whoever of you loves life and desires to see 
 many good days, keep your tongue from 
 evil and your lips from telling lies. 
Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and 
 pursue it. 
The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and 
 His ears are attentive to their cry; but the 
 face of the Lord is against those who do 
 evil, to blot out their name from the earth. 
The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 
 He delivers them from all their troubles. 
The Lord is close to the broken hearted 
 and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
The righteous person may have many troubles, 
 but the Lord delivers Him from them all; 
He protects all His bones, not one of them will 
 be broken. 



 

 

 

Mrs Prayer Meeting 

died recently at the 

First Neglected Church 

in Worldly Avenue.  

Born many years ago 

in the midst of great revivals, she was a 

strong healthy child fed largely on testimony 

and spiritual holiness, soon growing into 

world-wide prominence and was one of the 

most influential members of the famous 

Church family. 

 

 For the past several years Sister Prayer 

Meeting had been in failing health, gradually 

wasting away.  Her death was caused 

through luke-warmness and coldness of 

heart.  Lack  of spiritual food, coupled with 

lack of faith, shameless desertion and non-

support, were contributing causes of her 

death.  Only a few were present at her last 

rites, sobbing over memories of her past 

beauty and power.  Carefully selected pall-

bearers wee asked to bear the remains 

tenderly away, but failed to appear.  The 

body rests in the beautiful cemetery of 

Bygone Glories, awaiting the summons from 

above. 
Extracted from A.Naismith Book 

1200 Notes & Quotes & Anecdotes 

MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE 

Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there is hatred let me bring your love 
Where there is injury, your pardon Lord 
And where there's doubt, true faith in you 
 
Oh, master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul 
 
Make me a channel of your peace 
Where there's despair in life let me bring 
hope 

Where there is darkness, only light 
And where there's sadness ever joy 
 
Oh, master grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled as to console 
To be understood as to understand 
To be loved as to love with all my soul 
 
Make me a channel of your peace 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned 
It is in giving to all men that we receive 
And in dying that we are born to eternal life 

 

DEATH 
OF A 

PRAYER 

“



 

 

PRAYER ESSENTIALS 
 

The idea that prayer is not essential is one of 
Satan’s most successful devices to ruin souls.  
Prayer is communion with God, the Fountain of 
wisdom, the Source of strength, peace and 
happiness. 
 

 Prayer is not telling God what you want, 
but trusting Him for what you need. 

 Prayer changes the one who prays. 
 Prayer is a conversation with God. 
 Prayer drives evil away and places God at 

the centre of your thoughts. 
 God answers prayer. 
 

READING:  Matthew 6:5-8 
 
 

PRAYER CONSIDERATIONS 
 
“Till the conflict is ended, there will be those who will depart from God.  Satan will so shape 
circumstances that unless we are kept by Divine Prayer, they will almost imperceptibly weaken 
the fortifications of the soul.  We need to inquire at every step, “Is this the way of the Lord?”  
So long as life shall last, there will be need of guarding the affections and the passions with a 
firm purpose.  Not one moment can we be secure except as we rely on God, the life hidden in 
Christ.  Watchfulness and prayer are the safeguards of purity.” 
 
“If Satan sees that he is in danger of losing one soul, he will exert himself to the utmost to 
keep that one.  And when the individual is aroused to his danger, and, with distress and fer-
vour, looks to Jesus for strength, Satan fears that he will lose a captive, and he calls a rein-
forcement of his angels to hedge in the poor soul, and form a wall of darkness around him 
that heaven’s light may not reach him.  But if the one poor soul in danger persevered, and in 
his helplessness casts himself upon the merits of the blood of Christ, our Saviour listens to 
the earnest prayer of faith and sends a reinforcement of those angels that excel in strength to 
deliver him.  Satan cannot endure to have his powerful rival appealed to, for he fears and 
trembles before His strength and majesty.  At the sound of fervent prayer, Satan’s whole host 
trembles.  He continues to call legions of evil angels to accomplish his object.  And when 
angels, all powerful, clothed with the armoury of heaven, came to help the fainting, pursued 
soul. Satan and his host fall back, well knowing that their battle is lost.  The subjects of Satan 
are faithful, active, and united in one object.  And although they hate and war with one an-
other, yet they improve every opportunity to advance their common interest. But the great 
Commander in heaven and earth has limited Satan’s power”. 

 
 
 

If the church is ever to get on its feet, it must 
get on its knees. 
 
 

Most of us would be in more trouble than we 
are if all our prayers had been answered. 
 
 

Someone said to a man who led in public 
prayer, “You should speak louder, I didn’t 
hear a word you said.”  His reply was,  
“I wasn't talking to you.” 
 
 

After we bow our heads seeking Divine 
guidance, we often bow our necks in 
resistance to His Divine will. 
 



 

 

CLOSING ANTHEM 
Let there be peace on earth 
 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me 
Let there be peace on earth 
The peace that was meant to be 
With God as our Father 
Brothers all are we 
Let me walk with my brother 
In perfect harmony 
 
Let peace begin with me 
Let this be the moment now 
With every step I take 
Let this be my solemn vow 
To take each moment and 
Live each moment in 
Peace eternally 
Let there be peace on earth 
And let it begin with me 
 

God moves in a mysterious way 
His wonders to perform 
He plants His footsteps in the sea, 
And rides upon the storm. 
 

Deep unfathomable mines 
Of never-ending skill 
He treasures up His bright designs, 
And works His sovereign will. 
 

Ye fearful, fresh courage take, 
The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and shall break 
In blessing on your head. 
 

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, 
But trust Him for His grace 
Behind a frowning providence 
He hides a smiling face. 
 

His purposes will ripen fast, 
Unfolding every hour, 
The bud may have a bitter taste, 
But sweet will be the flower. 
 

Blind unbelief is sure to err, 
And scan His work in vain, 
God is His own interpreter 
And He will make it plain. 
 

Written by William Cowper 

William Cowper 
was an English po-
et and hymn writer. 
One of the most 
popular poets of 
his time, Cowper 
changed the direc-
tion of 18th-century 
poetry by writing 

of everyday life and scenes of the English 
countryside. In many ways, he was one of 
the forerunners of Romantic poetry  
 
Two of Cowper's most famous poems 
written as hymns are:  
"God Moves in a Mysterious Way" and 
"There is a Fountain Filled with Blood." 
Both hymns appeared in Olney Hymns, 
1779  


