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SESSION 18 JUDGEMENT OF WORKS 

"We must all appear before the 'Judgement Seat of Christ,' that every one may 
receive the things 'done in the body' according to that he hath done, whether it 
be 'good' or 'bad'(worthless)" 2 Cor. 5:10. 

 
The pronoun "we" occurs 26 times in the chapter, and in every instance it 
means the believer, and the epistle is addressed to the "church" and "saints" at 
Corinth, so the judgement here spoken of is for believers "only." The "Time" of 
this judgement is when the Lord comes (1 Cor. 4:5), and the "Place" is "in the 
air" (1 Thes. 4:17) and before the Judgement Seat of Christ.  
 
It will not be a judgement in the sense of a "trial" to see whether the judged 
are innocent (saved) or guilty (lost), for it is a judgement of the "saved only." It 
will be like the judges' stand at a fair, or race track, where rewards are 
distributed to the successful contestants. Paul describes such a scene in 1 Cor. 
9:24-26 
 

“Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but one receives the 
prize? Run in such a way that you may obtain it.  And everyone who competes 
for the prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable 
crown, but we for an imperishable crown.  Therefore, I run thus: not with 
uncertainty. Thus I fight: not 
as one who beats the air.” 
It is not a judgement for sin, 
but for "works." This 
judgement is described in  
1 Cor. 3:11-13.  

"Other foundation can no 
man lay than that is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. Now if 
any man build upon this 
foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones (valuable building stones, as marble, etc.),  
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wood, hay, stubble; every man's 'Work' shall be made manifest; for the 'Day' 
(judgement Day) shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by 'fire, ' and the 

fire shall try every man’s work, of what sort it is. If any man's work 'abide' 
which he hath built there upon he shall receive a 'reward.' If any man's work 

shall be 'burned' he shall suffer 'loss; ' but 'he himself shall be saved; ' yet so as 
by fire." 

The result of this judgement is "reward" or "loss." All our "bad" and "dead 
works," represented by the wood, hay and stubble, will be consumed, and only 
our "good works" shall remain. There is much which passes for Christian 
service which is merely human and secular, and does not count in our eternal 
reward. For those who deserve a "reward" it will be The Crowning Day.  

After the Grecian games were all over, the runners, wrestlers, and successful 
contestants assembled before the "Bema or Judges” stand, which was an 
elevated seat on which the Umpire sat, and the winners received a 
"corruptible crown" of "laurel leaves." Some had no reward, they had lost the 
"Victor's Crown." But while there was no reward there was no punishment and 
they were not cast out.  
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The New Testament speaks of Five Crowns.  

1. The Crown of LIFE.  

This is the "Martyr's" crown, and is mentioned twice.  

"Blessed is the man that endures temptation (testing), for when he is 
'tried' (at the judgement Seat of Christ), he shall receive the 'Crown of Life' 

which the Lord has promised to them that love Him." James 1:12. 

“Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil 
is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will 
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown 

of life” Rev. 2:10 
 
 

2. The Crown of GLORY  

This is the Christian leaders crown for faithful service.  But it is not for 
those who serve for "filthy lucre" or "lord it over God's heritage."  

“Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not 
by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as 

being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock;  
and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory 

that does not fade away” 1 Pet. 5:2-4.  
 
 

3. The Crown of REJOICING  

This is the "Soul Winner's" crown. 'Those brought to Jesus by us will be 
our "crown of rejoicing" at His Coming - Phil. 4:1. 

“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Is it not even you in 
the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?  For you are our glory 

and joy” 1 Thes.2:19-20. 
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4. The Crown of RIGHTEOUSNESS  

This is the crown for those who live righteously and value spiritual 
matters over the material benefits on earth, looking forward to the 
coming of the Lord. 

“Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but 

also to all who have loved His appearing” 2 Tim. 4:8. 
 

5. The Crown INCORRUPTIBLE  

This is the "Victor's" crown, and is for those who are faithful in their 
Christian journey and lifestyle.  

“And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all things. Now 
they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.  

Therefore, I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who 
beats the air.  But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, 

when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.”  1 
Cor. 9:25-27.  
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