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SESSION 17 JUDGEMENT OF SIN 

The common opinion that the Millennium (1000 years of peace) will be followed by a 

"general judgment,” and then the earth is to be destroyed by fire, is not scriptural.  

There can be no "general" judgement because the Scriptures speak of specific and diverse 

judgements.  There will be one judgement in the air for Believers: 

“For the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, and 
with the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first. Then 
we who are alive and remain shall 
be caught up together with them 
in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And thus we shall always 
be with the Lord.” 1 Thess 4:16-
17.  
 
 
“So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent 

from the Lord.  For we walk by faith, not by sight.  We are confident, yes, well pleased 
rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.”  2 Corinthians 5:6-8. 

Another judgement is on the earth: 

"When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit 
on the throne of His glory.  All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will 

separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.  And 
He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.” Matt. 25:31-33 

The third judgement will be in heaven, with the earth and its atmosphere having fled away:  

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, small 

and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, 
which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the 

things which were written in the books.  The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and 
Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each 

one according to his works.”  Rev. 20:11-13.  
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To ensure that these three separate judgments should not be combined into one general 

judgment scene, three different Thrones are mentioned: 

1. The Judgment Seat of Christ In the air For  believers  only 

 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things 
done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.” (2 Cor. 5:10) 

 
2. The Throne of Glory On the earth For all the nations 

 "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the 
throne of His glory.  All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate them one 

from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.” (Matt. 25:31-32) 

 
3. The Great White Throne In heaven For the wicked dead 

 “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 

heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.  And I saw the dead, small and great, 

standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book 

of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in 

the books.” (Rev. 20:11-12) 

The Judgement of Sin 

The judgment of the believer is threefold: 

 As a Sinner (Past) 

 As a Son (Present) 

 As a Servant (Future) 

a) As a Sinner  

Subjects Time Place Basis of Judgement Result 

Believers with 

regard to Sin 

A.D. 30 

(Past) 
Calvary 

Christ’s Finished 

Work 

Christ’s death and 

the believer’s 

Justification 

 

"For Christ is the END OF THE LAW for righteousness,  to everyone that Believeth." 

Romans 10:4 
 

"Christ Hath Redeemed us from the CURSE OF THE LAW, being made a curse for us; for it is 

written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree." 

Galatians 3:13 
 

"Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, BEING DEAD TO SINS, 

should live unto righteousness." 

1 Peter 2:24 
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"There is therefore NOW no condemnation (judgement) to them which are IN CHRIST JESUS, 

who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the Law of the 'SPIRIT OF LIFE' in Christ 

Jesus hath made me FREE From the Law of sin and death.' 

Romans 8:1-2 

 

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth 

my word, and believeth on Him that sent me, 

HATH EVERLASTING LIFE and shall not come 

into condemnation (judgement) but IS 

PASSED from death unto Life." 

John 5:24. 

The believer’s judgment for sin then is PAST, 

and was settled at the cross.  

b) As a Son  

 

Subjects Time Place Basis of Judgement Result 

Believers with 

regard to Sins 

Every day 

temptations 

(Present) 

Wherever we are 
Influence of our old 

nature 

Forgiveness, 

sanctification 

 

As soon as the sinner accepts Christ as his personal Saviour, that settles the sin question for 

him.  

 

“For if our iniquities are laid on Him (Jesus), then they are not on us.” 

 Isaiah 53:5-6.   

 

But the "Sin" question, and the "Sins" question are two different things. Christ died on the 

Cross to atone for "sin", to pay the penalty 

of Adam's disobedience in the Garden of 

Eden. "Sin" is that tendency in mankind to 

do wrong which we call "natural depravity."  

We do not get rid of this "tendency" by the 

new birth but we receive a new nature that 

helps us to counteract the force and 

temptation of sin.  We put off the “old 

nature” in place of the new and this explains 

the "warfare" that Paul described as his 

experience after his conversion in Romans 

7:1-3.  This warfare will continue until the influence of the old nature is finally eradicated at 

death.  
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"Sins" are the outward acts of wrong-doing that we commit as the result of our tendency to 

sin.  These sins must be resisted or put away daily by "confession."  

 

"My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have 

an 'Advocate' with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous."   

1 John 2:1 

 

"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness."   

1 John 1:9 

 

Although we are sons and daughters of God, we still have to deal with our sins on a daily 

basis and these sins often lead us into difficult situations.  The Lord has given us His Word 

and fellow, like-minded Christians to help keep us focused and out of trouble.  Sometimes 

God allows things to affect us that make us draw closer to Him and change the path we 

were following.  Paul says:  

 

"If we would 'judge ourselves' we should not be judged. But when we are judged we are 

chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned (judged) with the world."  

1 Corinthians 11:31-32. 

 

Our duty then as "Sons" is to test and judge our lives daily using the Bible as our measuring 

rod and standard. 

   

c) As a Servant 

This leads us to the Judgement of Works that will be covered in our next study. 

 

St Davids : E-Mail: stdavids@telkomsa.net/Web: www.stdavids.org.za 
St Marks : E-Mail: info@stmarks.org.za/Web: www.stmarks.org.za 

 

http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1John%202.1
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1John%201.9
http://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/1Cor.%2011.31
mailto:stdavids@telkomsa.net/Web
http://www.stdavids.org.za/
http://www.stmarks.org.za/

