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SESSION 16 JUDGEMENT OF NEBUCHADNEZZAR 

The pride of King Nebuchadnezzar and his demise is a “double take” of Lucifer’s fall from 

heaven.  

“How are you fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of 
the morning! How you are cut down to the 

ground, you who weakened the nations!  For 
you have said in your heart: 'I will ascend into 
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars 

of God; I will also sit on the mount of the 
congregation.  On the farthest sides of the 

north; I will ascend above the heights of the 
clouds, I will be like the Most High.'  Yet you 

shall be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest 
depths of the Pit. “   

Isaiah 14:12-15. 
 
Filled with arrogance and pride Nebuchadnezzar boasted of his power and authority and 

despite Daniel’s interpretation of his dream, he persisted in his worldly and foolish ways. 

THE KINGS TREE DREAM 

"The tree that you saw, which grew and became strong, whose height reached to the 
heavens and which could be seen by all the earth,  whose leaves were lovely and its fruit 

abundant, in which was food for all, under which the beasts of the field dwelt, and in whose 
branches the birds of the heaven had their home— it is you, O king, who have grown and 

become strong; for your greatness has grown and reaches to the heavens, and your 
dominion to the end of the earth.  "And inasmuch as the king saw a watcher, a holy one, 
coming down from heaven and saying, 'Chop down the tree and destroy it, but leave its 

stump and roots in the earth, bound with a band of iron and bronze in the tender grass of 
the field; let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let him graze with the beasts of the 

field, till seven times pass over him';  this is the interpretation, O king, and this is the 
decree of the Most High, which has come upon my lord the king:  They shall drive you 

from men, your dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make you eat 
grass like oxen. They shall wet you with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass 

over you, till you know that the Most High 
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to 

whomever He chooses.  "And inasmuch as they 
gave the command to leave the stump and roots of 

the tree, your kingdom shall be assured 
to you, after you come to know that Heaven rules.”   

Daniel 4:20-26 
 

The King’s mind was still troubled and yet again, he dreamed of a mighty big tree that was 

cut down.  This represented his greatness and dominion over other nations.  
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Nebuchadnezzar needed to learn that unless God permitted him to rule, his achievements 

would come to naught.  Nebuchadnezzar no longer could claim to be ignorant of the only 

true God and Ruler of Heaven.  Daniel’s revelation and witness to the king meant that the 

king was well aware of the belief in God’s power, yet he took the glory for himself and 

accredited his success to his own ability. 

“The king spoke, saying, "Is not this great Babylon, that I have built for a royal dwelling by 
my mighty power and for the honor of my majesty?"  While the word was still in the king's 

mouth, a voice fell from heaven: "King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken: the kingdom has 
departed from you!”  

 Daniel 4:30-31 
 

At that very moment Nebuchadnezzar lost his sanity and acted like a beast of the field.  In 
Babylonian writings unearthed by 
archaeologists, they tell of a gloomy period 
and Nebuchadnezzar’s inactive life during his 
reign.  His illness described in Daniel seems 
similar to that of “monomania” called 
Boanthropy from the Greek words “bous” (ox 
or bull) and “anthropos” (man).  The mental 
derangement lasted seven times.  This may 
refer to a period of 7 weeks, 7 months or 7 
years.  A shorter period of time is probable. 
Hebrew word for 7 is “shabua”. 

THE KING’S SANITY RETURNS 

Daniel 4:37 tells of the King’s sanity being restored and him acknowledging that the power 

belongs to God.  The lesson on God’s sovereignty was learned. 

“Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of heaven, all of whose works 
are truth, and His ways justice. And those who walk in pride, He is able to put down.” 

Daniel 4:37. 
PRACTICAL PARALLEL 

The anti-Christ, like Nebuchadnezzar, will claim power over heaven and earth and as a man 

will need to exalt himself as God.  It is of special interest that Revelation 13:1 refers to him 

as a beast.  Many of Nebuchadnezzar’s characteristics will be found in the anti-Christ.  Like 

old king Nebuchadnezzar, the Lord will bring him down. 

“Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away 
comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, who opposes and exalts 

himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple 
of God, showing himself that he is God.  Do you not remember that when I was still with 

you? 
I told you these things?  And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in 
his own time.  For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains 
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will do so until He is taken out of the way.  And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom 
the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the brightness of His 

coming.  The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with all power, 
signs, and lying wonders, and with all unrighteous deception among those who perish, 

because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this 
reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, that they all 
may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 

2 Thessalonians 2:7-12. 
 

BELSHAZZAR’S RISE AND FALL 

The grandson of Nebuchadnezzar succeeded the throne of Babylon but continued in the old 

ways and beliefs of his grandfather, like so many families who fail to learn the lessons of 

their ancestors and are doomed to repeat them.  The Chaldean language of Babylon does 

not have an equivalent to the English word “grandfather” and simply refers to ancestors and 

fathers. 

While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the command to bring the gold and silver vessels 
which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple which had been in Jerusalem, 

that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 
Daniel 5:2 

 
Jeremiah 27:7 also refers to Nebuchadnezzar’s descendants ruling Babylon. 

“So all nations shall serve him and his son and his son's son, until the time of his land comes; 
and then many nations and great kings shall make him serve them.” 

Jeremiah 27:7 
 

Belshazzar and his party used the chalices from the temple and drank wine and worshipped 

the gods of gold, silver, bronze, wood and iron.  Daniel 5:22-31 gives the narrative and 

points out that Belshazzar should have known better. 

"But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you knew all this. 
And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought the vessels of 

His house before you, and you and your lords, 
your wives and your concubines, have drunk 

wine from them. And you have praised the gods of 
silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood 

and stone, which do not see or hear or know; and 
the God who holds your breath in His hand 

and owns all your ways, you have not glorified.  
Then the fingers of the hand were sent from 

Him, and this writing was written.  "And this is the 
inscription that was written:  
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MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.  This is the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has numbered 
your kingdom, and finished it; TEKEL: You have been weighed in the balances, and found 
wanting; PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the Medes and Persians." 

Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a chain of 
gold around his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him that he should be the third 

ruler in the kingdom.  That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain. 
And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.” 

Daniel 5:22-31. 
 

A hand wrote “for you have been weighed in the balances and found wanting” (see verses 

26-28). 

So God judged the kings of Babylon and allowed an inferior and divided empire to take 

command and rule the affairs of men. 

FOUR BEASTS 

Kingdoms will rise and fall until the Lord establishes His kingdom on earth.  Humanity 

considers empirical power in terms of economics and material value (the image of gold, 

silver, etc.) but God sees human government as necessary for civil stability. None the less, 

emperors and rulers often abuse this honour and become like beasts devouring and 

subjecting others to their tyranny.  This is depicted so graphically in Daniel 7.   

Note the similar wording to Revelation 13. 

1.  The First Animal 

– like a lion with 

eagle’s wings, this 

represents the Neo-

Babylonian Empire 

which began in 626 

B.C. and ended in 539 

B.C., the lion with 

eagle’s wings is 

Babylon’s national 

symbol and the gates 

of the city were 

decorated with lions 

and dragons  

2.  The Second Animal – a bear with three ribs in its mouth, this represents the Medo-Persia 

Empire which conquered three nations: Egypt in 586 B.C, Lydia in 547 B.C., and Babylon in 539 

B.C.  

3.   The Third Animal – a leopard with four wings and four heads, this represents the Greek 

Empire from 331 B.C. to 168 B.C., which had four divisions and four leaders, Lysimachus in the 
north, Ptolemy in the south, Cassander in the west, and Selucius in the east  

4.   The Fourth Animal – strong beast with iron teeth and ten horns, this represents the Roman 
Empire from 168 B.C. to 476 A.D., which had ten tribes. 
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