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By Bruce Woolard 
 

The omicron is the 15th letter in the 
ancient Greek alphabet of 24 letters.  The 
World Health Organisation (WHO) chose 
Greek letters in labelling the COVID 19 
variants.  The Omicron variant was initially 
referred to as B.1.1.529 that was before 
WHO named it Omicron.  This was to 
avoid the complicated numbering of the 
contagion.  Our own English name for 
alphabet is derived from the first two 
Greek letters Alpha and Beta.  The first 
COVID 19 variant was dubbed Alpha 
originally identified in China.  The Alpha 
variant spread rapidly throughout Europe 
and other countries.  This was followed by 
another mutant virus called Beta.  Another 
strain followed and was called Gamma, 
then came the dreaded Delta which has 
decimated 5.2 million people worldwide.  
We now brace ourselves for the 4th wave 
labelled Omicron.  You are wall aware of 
the travel ban imposed initially on South 
Africa only because our research 
scientists detected the new variant in our 
country with the world punishing us for our 
breakthrough.  The South African Agency 
for Research invested in building the 
capacity to do genomic sequencing and 

therefore detected the new variant before 
any other country.  It’s for this reason that 
our President has objected to the 
treatment we have received in terms of 
the travel ban.  This comes at a time of 
the year when the SA tourist industry was 
hoping to make gains that were lost over 
the past twenty months.  If this trend of 
punishing researchers and countries who 
announce a detection of a new contagion 
continues, then more and more 
governments will be reluctant to make an 
announcement of the detection.  It is 
important that global citizens have 
confidence and trust in science.  If not we 
will a face a dark future with vital 
information being withheld from the 
populace.  In terms of the Greek alphabet 
we are reminded that Jesus is the Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and the end.   
 
Our faith and trust should be in Him, 
notwithstanding the need to heed the 
protocols of wearing a mask, social 
distancing, washing our hands and 
sanitising.   I suggest that this Christmas 
tide we blow kisses rather than give hugs 
to family and friends, they will understand.  
 

Makes you think doesn’t it!? 
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Please be advised that as we wind down for the December holiday the following 
departments are in recess:  Bible Study, End of month Friday Prayer Session, 
Wednesday Library Morning, WA Ladies Wednesday morning Work Party and the 
Wednesday morning Knock & Drop. 
 

Mark these dates on your calendars for December/January 2022 
All services will be conducted via our radio transmission service, Drive-In Church 
and the limited attendance in the church building (within COVID protocols). 
 

Sunday 12/12   Sunday Morning  Service  

Tuesday 14/12/2021  Church Office Closing 
Sunday 19/12   Sunday Morning Carol Service  
Saturday 25/12  Christmas Day service @ 8:00am 
Sunday 26/12   Sunday Service @ 9:00am 

2021 
Sunday 02/01   Communion Sunday 
Sunday 09/01   Sunday Service @ 9:00am 
Sunday 16/01   Sunday Service @ 9:00am 
Tuesday 18/01/2022 St Davids Office will re-open at 8:30am 

 

Contact:  Elźunia—083 517 0957 

— two ladies celebrate big milestone birthdays this month. 
 

Kathy Formo celebrates “80”      Eula van Dyk celebrates “90” 
Sunday 05/12/2021        Thursday 09/12/2021 
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Doffie Eke, Jane Oelofse, Graham Smith, 
Ingrid & Mel Vokerodt, Alva Wenning, Tracy 
Harris, Trevor Manley, Karlien Pretorius, 
Mercia Davies, Karen Doyle, Gail Schwartz, 
Maureen Froneman, Iris Bezuidenhout, 
Rocco de Kock, Jane Govende, Jasmine 
Patel, Daniel’s Family, Cyril Swart, Nikki, 
Kyle & Baby, Molly Robertson, Callahan 
family, Cecily Chase, Eric & Elsie Baxter, 
Barrie Hart, Laura Speed, Freda Lock, Don 

Corson, Myrna Cherrington, Henry & 
Valerie Smith, Molly & Brian Paddey, Allan 
& Coral Campbell, Johan & Jennifer Mans, 
Cyril Gouws, Eileen Goldsmith & family..  

Our Sincere Condolence 
A stalwart member of St Davids John Goldsmith passed 

into God’s tender care on Wednesday 30th November 2021.  
We express our sincere condolences to his dear wife Eileen, 
and his daughter Anne who came home to be with her dad 

as his health was failing and to all his family and friends.   
As per John’s wishes a private small memorial service was 

conducted by Rev Andrew Lamont Turner on Friday 
03/12/2021.  We will meet again. 

Joy to the World 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come 
Let earth, receive, her King 
Let every heart, prepare Him room 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven and nature sing 
And heaven, and heaven, and nature 
sing 
 
Joy to the earth the Saviour reigns 
Let men, their songs, employ 
While fields and floods 
Rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat the sounding joy 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 
 

He rules the world, with truth and 
grace 
And makes, the nation’s prove, 
The glories of, His righteousness 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders of His love 
And wonders, and wonders of His 
love. 
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Just as I am without one plea  
 

Just as I am, without one plea, 
But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bid’st me come to 
Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 
 
Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind; 
Yes, all I need, in Thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

 
 

Just as I am, Thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, re-
lieve; 
Because Thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come! 

 
 


