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SESSION 9 – JUDGEMENT IN THE WILDERNESS 

Knowing God’s love is 

often preceded by 

experiencing God’s 

judgement.  This truth is 

highlighted in the series 

of judgements contained 

in the Old Testament.  

The Bible account of 

God’s dealing with Israel 

serves to prepare them 

for the acceptance of 

their Messiah and 

Redeemer.  The Law of 

Moses, although harsh, was given to bring them to recognise Christ as their Saviour.  Israel’s 

rejection of their Messiah prevents them from knowing His love and without His love they 

remain under judgement (Gal.3:24 and Romans 3:23).  Not only Israel but all, both Jew and 

Gentile, are under God’s Judgement in need of a Saviour. 

Judgement Against Unbelief 

Despite the excellent leadership of Moses, the people resisted God’s will.  As the Israelites 

stood at the brink of experiencing the fulfilment of God’s promise they doubted and wished 

to return to their former life of slavery in Egypt (Num. 14:1-4). 

Twelve Spies 

Moses sent twelve spies from the twelve tribes of 

Israel on a reconnaissance mission into the land of 

Canaan (Num. 13:1-20).  Note that Joshua is called 

“Oshea” in Num. 13:8 and explained in Num. 13:6 

to mean deliverer or saviour.  The Hebrew word 

“Yeshua” is anglicised to Joshua and the English 

word Jesus is derived from the Greek “Jesu”.  The 

names Joshua and Jesus mean Saviour and are 

used interchangeably. In Acts 7:45 Joshua is 

translated to Jesus. 

The spies spent forty days in Canaan and at a 

place called Eshcol they cut clusters of grapes, figs 

and pomegranates and they brought the fruit 

back with them to a place called Kadesh-Barnea 
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and there the people tasted of the fruit of the promised land (Num. 13:26-27 & Num. 32:8-

9). 

(Please take note of this significant narrative as we will consider the relevance later in the 

study). 

Unbelief and Faith 

Ten spies gave a negative report and expressed doubt as to the people’s ability to conquer 

and possess the Lord.  Caleb from Judah and Joshua from Ephraim disagreed (Num. 13:28-

33).  Doubt is the enemy of faith.  When you know your destiny not even the giants can 

intimidate you.  This story serves to illustrate 

that negative minds and unbelieving hearts will 

doubt despite God’s promise of victory.  

Caleb and Joshua on the other hand caught the vision and remembered that God’s 

providence and power had brought them to the threshold of the Promised Land.   

Forty Years of Wandering 

To demonstrate how serious God sees doubt, the 

record reveals that God judged Israel and forbade 

them to enter the Promised Land for forty years 

(one year for every day they had spent spying out 

the land).  Only Caleb and Joshua were privileged 

to enter the land of promise because of their 

faith (Num. 14:26-35). 

The Typology of the Promised Land 

A. From a Jewish perspective 

Egypt symbolised the world of the Gentiles 

that kept them from true freedom and 

brought them into bondage.  Crossing the Red 

Sea and their sojourn in the wilderness 

represented their freedom to do God’s will.  

The Promised Land was a type of kingdom hope when Israel shall reign with their 

Messiah as King of all nations on the earth. 

B. From a Christian perspective. 

Egypt is the world with all its promises of pleasure and success.  The Red Sea and the 

wilderness is conversion and separation from the world.  The Promised Land is living the 

abundant life in Christ. 

The Wilderness  The wilderness referred to here is 
thought to be the area between the river Jordan and 
Jerusalem. It was not only desert but contained 
areas of pasture and people withdrew to the 
wilderness, when they wished for a time of 
contemplation and prayer.  

 

 Some see the problem, others 

see the promise. 
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The Hebrews 6 & 10 Dilemma 

It is clear to the student of the Grace 

Gospel, as revealed in the Apostle Paul’s 

writings to the churches that Christian 

conversion is irreversible.  Romans 8:37-39 

makes it clear that nothing can separate the 

believer from God’s love made possible 

through salvation (Rom. 10:9). 

However, the verses contained in Hebrews 6 

& 10 seem to contradict the doctrine of 

eternal security (Heb. 6:4-6 and Heb. 10:26). 

 

Who was Hebrews written to? 
 

In light of this fact, we need to consider what the verses mean.  The writer to the Hebrews 

inspired by the Holy Spirit, challenged Jewish believers on some issues that they seem to 

have questioned. 

Expository Observations 

In Hebrews 5:11, the Jewish converts were rebuked for being slow to learn or understand 

the significance of the atoning sacrifice of Christ and His personage.  They were admonished 

on their immaturity.  As Jews 

they should have been 

teachers of the great Truths 

but their lack of growth 

was evident (Heb. 5:12-14).  

The milk of God’s Word 

relates to the fundamentals 

of Christ’s ministry to Israel 

as contained in the 

Gospels.  The meat of God’s 

Word relates to the ministry 

of Christ from heaven as revealed through the Apostle Paul’s writings.  (Heb. 6:1-3)  The 

word perfection means maturity. 

If the Jewish believers were to “go forward” in the faith, they needed to progress from 

“milk” to “meat”.  The foundational principles had already been established (Heb. 6:4-6). 

There was no alternative but to go forward for if they went backwards it would mean them 

going back as Jews to the former system of the Mosaic Laws with ritual washings (baptisms) 
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and Old Testament Laws which after all were meant to be shadows of the reality to come 

(see Heb. 10:1). 

These Jewish believers, like their Old Testament fathers, had tasted of the gifts and had 

been enlightened.  If they doubted or went back to the old system, they would be guilty of 

the same sin as that of the Jews at Kadesh Barnea who tasted of the fruit but would not go 

on to the promised land because of doubt. 

The verses have more to do with faith and commitment to Christ their Messiah than to 

conversion and salvation and should be understood in this context.  Heb. 6:7-9 illustrates 

that weeds and thorns sometimes grow among the wheat by virtue of the rain that gives life 

to both the thorns and wheat. 

In the Old Testament such a field was to be burnt and raised not to destroy the land but to 

purge the field of thorns and weeds.  But in their case this was not necessary because with a 

better understanding and commitment they would flourish and grow.  The following 

chapters 7-9 emphasise the uniqueness of Christ and His superior Priesthood and provision. 

Hebrews 10:26-27 simply means that if these Jewish believers were to continue sinning and 

rebelling against the Truth, as to who Jesus was, there is no sacrifice or ritual that could be 

practised as an effective alternative to Christ’s sacrifice for their sin.  They would have to 

give an account at the judgement for such disregard. 
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