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SESSION 8 – JUDGEMENT IN THE SINAI DESERT 

The gods of Egypt were defeated.  Israel, led by Moses and his formidable team of Aaron, 

Joshua and Hur faced new challenges.  In Exodus 17:14, Moses recorded the events that had 

transpired.  It is believed that the Hebrew people at that time consisted of a population of 

almost two million.  The task of leading such a multitude of people whose progenitors had 

been slaves for more than four hundred years in Egypt, was going to be difficult from the 

outset.  They had been exposed to all forms of abuse, idol worship, false values, corruption 

and deceit.  They needed corrective measures and laws to prepare them for the challenge 

before them. The Hebrew people were negative and doubtful. Attitude can destroy a vision.   

At a place called El-Arish in Egypt, a black granite monolith 

was unearthed that contained the story of the Red Sea 

crossing and the subsequent disaster that struck the 

Egyptian army.  Geologists have grappled with the 

plausibility of the Red Sea narrative.  We do not want to 

minimise the miraculous, but it is possible that Moses was 

given great insight to understand the natural phenomenon 

of the region.  The Red Sea was more like a huge lake than 

a sea.  Exodus 14:8-31 gives an overview of this remarkable 

miracle.  Verse 21 refers to a “strong easterly wind (gale 

force) that blew throughout the night.  It is possible that 

the higher ground of the seabed (shallow section) became 

drier.  Water on both sides in the lower ground appeared 

like a wall on either side giving the Hebrews sufficient time 

to cross to the other side.  When the Egyptian army crossed, the wind changed direction 

and the sea swallowed Pharaoh and his army.  Egyptologists and archaeologists believe that 

an earthquake or volcanic eruption could have caused a tidal wave.  In any event, for this to 

happen at that precise time makes it even more of a miracle.  Ancient Egyptian writings 

seem to convey a similar storyline referring to a Pharaoh drowning in a whirlpool, around 

about 1700 B.C. (See Exodus 15:9-10).  Psalm 77:14-20 highlights the events and refers to 

the Red Sea crossing and what seems like an earthquake.   

WATER FROM THE ROCK 

The Hebrews complained about their hardship in the desert (Exodus 17:1-7). It is recorded 

at this time that Moses struck the rock and water came forth (verse 6). 

For discussion: 

1. What did the rock symbolise? (1 Corinthians 10:4) 

.....................................................................   

THE OMEGA CODE – 20 Part Series 



2 | P a g e  
 

 

2. Can we drink from this water and how? (John 7:37-39, 1 Corinthians 12:13) 

........................................................................................................................................ 

 

3. When do we drink of the Spirit and are baptised in the Spirit? (Romans 6:3-4) 

........................................................................................................................................ 

4. When do we receive the Spirit? (Ephesians 1:13, Romans 8:9, Romans 8:16) 

........................................................................................................................................ 

 

5. What baptism does Ephesians 4:5 refer to? 

......................................................................... 

   

MANNA FROM HEAVEN (EXODUS 16:14-15) 

 God fed the Hebrew people with manna (bread) – see John 6:32-35. 

6. Why is Jesus referred to as the “bread of life”? 

............................................................................................ 

............................................................................................ 

 

NOTE:  In the Sinai Peninsula, the tamarisk tree contains a similar substance to manna (resin 

like honey).  Reference to the tamarisk tree – Genesis 21:33. 

QUAILS (PHEASANTS) – EXODUS 16:13 

Because the people longed for the flesh pots of Egypt, quails 

were sent as a food source.  The quails or gallinaceous 

migratory birds are known to fly in the spring across the Suez 

Gulf.  After a long flight they become very easy to capture.  

This natural phenomenon was repeated a year later 

(Numbers 11). 

SINAI – LAW 

Moses was the mediator of the Old Testament law given to him on Mount Sinai (Exodus 20, 

Matthew 26:28).  Jesus Christ is the mediator of the New Testament. 
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The law given to Israel at Sinai was made up of three main parts: 

I.  The religious and moral law whose main part was the Decalog.  The first section 

deals with man’s relationship with God and the second part with man’s relations 

with his fellow men. 

II. The ceremonial or worship law instituted the sacrifices, cleansings, festivals, etc. 

whereby the Israelites communion with God and fellow men, when broken 

through sin, could be restored and healed 

and right relations with God and men 

maintained.  

III. The civil or social law gave rules and 

ordinances and prescribed penalties for the 

national and social life of the Israelites, and 

for their administration of justice.  It also 

included ordinances for certain matters of 

health, sicknesses, food, etc. 

This threefold law was in force for Israel until the coming of Christ and the new covenant 

(Galatians 3:19).  

Discuss the following verses: 

“But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a 

better covenant, which was established on better promises. 

Hebrews 8:6 

 

“And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the 

redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may 

receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.  For where there 

is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the 

testator.  For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it 

has no power at all while the testator lives.  Therefore not even 

the first covenant was dedicated without blood. For when Moses 

had spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, 

he took the blood of calves and goats, with water, scarlet wool, 

and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the 

people, saying, "This is the blood of the Covenant which God has 

commanded you." Then likewise he sprinkled with blood both 

the tabernacle and all the vessels of the ministry.  And according 

to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood there is 

no remission.”  

Hebrews 9:15-22 
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While Moses was receiving the Law, the people persuaded Aaron to make a golden calf (or 

bull) – Exodus 32. (Cult of Horus, Taurus) 

 

In Exodus 32:28 we read that three thousand people perished when the Old Testament 

Mosaic Law was given.  In Acts 2:41, three thousand people were saved when the New 

Testament started. 

7. When did Christianity start? (Acts 11:26) 

............................................................................................................................. ......... 

...................................................................................................................................... 
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