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SESSION 5 – JUDGEMENT AT BABEL 

As a preamble to the judgement at Babel, the Bible introduces the reader to the subsequent 

events following the flood.  Noah’s three sons fathered the three ethnic descendants called 

the caucasoid (Japheth), the mongoloid (Shem) and the negroid (Ham). 

Genesis 10:3 “Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah: Shem, Ham, and 
Japheth. And sons were born to them after the flood”.  

 
 
Genesis 10:32 “These were the families of the sons of Noah, according to their 

generations, in their nations; and from these the nations were divided 
on the earth after the 
flood”. 

 
The narrative would suggest that the 

three groups spoke one universal 

language and there are some scholars 

who believe that the original language 

was Hebrew.  Although plausible, it is 

conjecture due to a strong Jewish bias 

as the Bible does not tell us what the 

original language was. 

Genesis 11:1 “Now the whole earth 
had one language and one speech”. 

 
Collectively or in mass, they settled in 

the plains of Shinar in the East 

(Babylon).  This area is in modern day, Iraq.  

The modern city of Babylon was rebuilt on the ruins of the ancient city by Saddam Hussein, 

the former Iraqi dictator. 

Nimrod, from the lineage of Ham, was the first emperor and world leader. 

Consider the following questions for group discussion and reflection: 

1. Who was Nimrod? (Genesis 10:6-8). 

 

He was the son of     who was a descendent of  

Nimrod’s name is taken from the Hebrew “Marad” which means “rebel”. The 

reference to his skill of hunting may mean that he hunted animals and mankind who 

refused to submit to his power.  The Hebrew word for mighty is “gibbor” which 

meant “tyrant”.  Josephus a historian of the 1st century AD described Nimrod as a 

Three Ethnic 

Groups. 
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tyrant who demanded that people ascribe their happiness solely to him and not to 

God.  His rebellion against God manifested itself in his ambition to centralize 

mankind in direct opposition to God’s instruction for man to multiply and fill the 

whole world. 

 

Genesis 1:28  “Then God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and  
multiply;  fill the earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fish of 
the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that 
moves on the earth”. 

 

2. What material was used to build the tower of Babel?  (Genesis 11:3). 

This is the first reference in history of 

        being used as 

building material.  The ancients made clay 

bricks which were dried by the sun.  The 

people of Babylon improved on this 

method and used fire to speed up the 

production process.  The reference to 

slime as mortar would be better 

translated as bitumen or tar.  There are 

pits today in modern Babylon from which 

this substance is mined. 

3. Why did they build the tower? (Genesis 11:4) 
 

Notice the words “may reach” are in italics meaning that the original texts did not 

have the word “reach” in it.  In Hebrew there is no word for reach.  The context 

suggests that the purpose was that the top would be dedicated to the heavens.  The 

worship of stars (signs of the Zodiac) and moon and sun worship was a departure 

from the worship of God to worshipping idols and creation and not the Creator. 

See Romans 1:18-23. 
 

4. What was wrong with their unity? (Genesis 11:6). 

Unity independent of     is mutiny against God.  The imagination 

of man has ego at the centre (ego–centric).  Romans 1:21-22.  We need to be God 

centred (Theo-centric).   

5. What is meant by the plural pronoun in Genesis 11:7? 

The plural pronoun is often used to describe the plurality of God (The Trinity).  See 

Genesis 1:26.  The term Elohim is a plural expression for God. 
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6. Why did God confuse their languages?  (Genesis 11:6-7). 

So that they would not understand one another and be scattered.  Meillet and 

Cohen in their book “The languages of the world”, list more than 6000 different 

dialects.  The French Academy estimates about 3000 different languages.  Genesis 

11:9 refers to the name Babel because of the confusion of languages. 

The division of mankind into different races with varying colours and features was 

not due to mere natural development.  It is probable that God had in creation put 

into the genetic system of man hidden (recessive) factors for possibilities of different 

colours of skin, different types of hair, etc. and He caused these factors to become 

dominant, at least in part, according to the needs of the people living in varying 

circumstances.  He “determined their appointed times and the areas of their 

habitation”. 

Acts 17:26 “And He has made from one blood every nation of men to 

dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their 

pre-appointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings”. 

Consider Genesis 10:25.  This could refer to the division of people or the continental drift. 

7. Is the United Nations a modern day attempt to establish a revival of Babel under a 

one world government and one world united religion and global economy?  

(Revelation 13:7-8). 

 

8. How can we become one in spirit and purpose?  (Galatians 3:28, 1 Corinthians 12:12-

13, Ephesians 3:17, Ephesians 4:3 & 4). 

 

NOTES: 
 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

 

.................................................................................................................................................... 

 

................................................................................................................................................... 
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It was in Nimrod’s kingdom, in the land of Shinar, that the tower of Babel was built.  The tower was one 

of the wonders of the ancient world and was a focal point for internationalism. 

In addition to the tower of Babel, Nimrod’s time and country saw the rise of mother and child worship.  

Alexander Hislop (The Two Babylons) has written in detail of how Babylonian religion developed around 

traditions concerning Nimrod, his wife Semiramis, and her child Tammuz.  Mother and child worship 

began there and spread to many other nations.  One of the titles by which the mother was known among the 

Israelites was “the queen of heaven”.  “We will certainly do whatsoever thing goeth out of our mouth, to 

burn incense unto the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offerings unto her....”  (Jeremiah 44:17).  The 

prophet Jeremiah rebuked them for worshipping her, but they rebelled against his warning.  Jeremiah then 

pronounced God’s judgement (Jeremiah 44:15-30) 
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