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A monthly newsletter distributed to every  

St David's member. 1963—2013 

It has been said that a journey begins with 

one step.  Fifty years ago men and women 

with vision and passion embarked upon a 

pioneering journey to establish a church in 

Sunridge Park. 

St David's became the only English church 

in the leafy suburb on the boundary of Cas-

sia Gardens.  The close proximity of the re-

tirement village makes the church a conven-

ient and ideal spiritual home for Senior citi-

zens and young couples living in the area.   

As a Congregational denomination we pro-

vide an alternative home to people of all 

Christian faiths.  Our Sunday services and 

Church programmes are traditional but rele-

vant to the diverse challenges of modernity.  

Our people stand united in the knowledge 

that our Church is a beacon of hope and 

comfort to many.   

The Ministers and Deacons salute the efforts 

of all who have contributed to the work of 

God at St David's.  As Christians may we 

celebrate with joy and jubilation giving God 

the glory for raising up a Church that still 

embraces the Bible as God’s Word to a lost 

world. 

June & the late Les Willard 

founder members. 

Founder member: June Willard 

Foundation members:  Owen Rouse, Cecily Chase, 

Laura Speed. 

Thank you to the following folk for their financial contri-

bution to the Jubilee Fund: 

June Willard, Cecily Chase, Jimmy Morgan, Ken & Jen 

Munro, Phyllis Channon, Dulce Harper, Sheila van der 

Merwe, John & Leonie Dowie, Mae Richards, Laura 

Speed, Louise Stevens, Elsie Baxer, Anonymous. 
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St David's was named after 

the Patron Saint of Wales 

who served as a missionary 

in the 7th Century. 

The True founders  

To open your home for 

Church fellowship is one thing, but to open 

your home every Sunday is another. Les & 

June Willard were prepared to sacrifice 

their weekends by hosting the St David's 

Sunday school at 48 Honeysuckle Ave, Sun-

ridge Park.  In January 1963 they pioneered 

St David's Sunday 

school which 

morphed into St 

David's Church. 

Ron Aston Legacy 

While various pio-

neers contributed to 

the birth and life of 

St David's, a variety of clergy acted as over-

seers of the fledgling congregation.  Ron 

Aston’s vision and dedication mobilised the  

members who honoured him by naming our 

social hall the Ron Aston Hall. 

Hardworking Secretary 

Mover and shaker Pat 

Titterington served St 

David's as the church 

secretary for 12 years.  

Her name became syn-

onymous with St 

David's.  Her service to 

the life of the church is acknowledged as 

she played a pivotal role when the church 

was without a fulltime minister. Her support 

of Ron Astons efforts (part time minister) 

gave the church the momentum it needed in 

the pioneering stages. 

Thomas Scarborough 

On the 12th April 1984 Thomas Scarbor-

ough was ordained and inducted into the 

ministry of St David's. 

Women's Auxiliary Committee 

Our WA Committee 

has played an impor-

tant role in the life of 

the church.  

(Continued on page 3) 

Cecile Chase leading the 

Thanksgiving Service 

Photo:  (BackRow) Dorothea Scarborough (General 

Secretary of the EFCC)  Rev. Thomas Scarborough or-

dinant, Dr Charles Scarborough (EFCC Chairman), 

Rev Gideon Duze (King Williams Town) (Front Row) 

Mirjam Scarborough (wife of the ordinant) Rev Harold 

Lawton (Ladysmith) Pat Titterington (St Davids Secre-

tary), Rev Bruce Woolard (St Marks) 
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Church in the Hall 

Before the church was built, services were 

held in the hall and the photograph depicts 

the humble setting of the ‘sanctuary’ in 

1980. 

Preparing To Build The New Church 

Les Willard 

seems to be 

pointing to the 

huge cross out-

side the hall as 

if to be sug-

gesting that the 

old cross must be featured in the new 

church. Les Willard on the right and Bruce 

Dunn in the middle with Roy Speed on the 

left. Roy was the clerk of works for the new 

church building. 

Church Under Construction 

New St David's Church 

St David's in 1996 With the garden and coni-

fer trees planted by Sean Dunn 

Garden of Remembrance 

With a view from the garden of remem-

brance which serves as a monument to the 

memory of loved ones who shaped the fu-

ture of the church. 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

Photo :  Former WA Committee Members. 

Standing :  Norma Saunders, Joan Schoeman, Cecile 

Chase, Heather Phelan, Cecile Smit, Shelia Rous. 

Seated :  Mavis Marran, Sandra Singer. 

The walls of the church are almost complete. 

Rev. Thomas dressed in a suit speaking to Roy Speed 

and Ewan Colin. 
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Back row Standing: The Late Martha Stottelaar, The late Audrey Geard, Norma Saunders, Cecile Smit, Laura 

Speed, the late Olga Wood | Front Row Seated: June Willard, Shirley Gregory, Olive Cunningham, Cecile Chase 

Care Workers 

Former care workers who assisted the pas-

torate in regular house calls and support. The 

late Reg Stirk, Frieda Stirk, the late Edmay 

Henwood, Olive Cunningham and Shirley 

Gregory 

Choir Members 

Former choir members who brought melody 

and music to the church. 

Ladies Morning Bible Study 

Wednesday morning tea and Bible study at 

St David's has always been a wonderful tra-

dition. Some of the ladies in the photograph 

are still meeting regularly for the study of 

the Word. 

 

Founder Member 

Bobby Gilmer, one of 

the founder members 

of St David's seen 

with Dr Bruce 

Woolard at a special Centenary celebration 

at St David's commemorating the An-

glo-Boer War. 

 

Reg Stirk Is Honoured 

The late Reg Stirk, our 

much loved and former 

church treasurer was hon-

oured by opening the new gallery on the 8th 

of April 2001. 

Service in Church Before New Extension 

Rev Warren officiated at the final service in 

the church before the new extension was 

added. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Fortieth Anniversary  

In 2003 we at St David's cele-

brated our fortieth anniversary, the 

photograph captures tea and re-

freshments being served in the 

hall. Take note that the tables are 

set out in a form of a Cross. 

(Continued from page 4) 

Past teachers 

Present teachers 

1982 

2012 

1990 

2006 

2009 

Sunday school teachers past & present. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Christmas Plays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Long Serving Secretary is honoured  

Mavis Marran who was the mover and shaker 

of St David's served as the secretary for 18 

years. Mavis is seen with Sandy Woolard & 

Bruce at a special service. 

St David's Deacons : Past & Present 
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Bus Trip to Apron Strings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 5) 
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St David’s Senior Members enjoying fellowship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A big thanks to David Murdoch 

for the beautiful photographs 
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S t  D a v i d ' s  i s  B o r n  
By The Late Les Wil liams of Cassia Gardens  

They built it of brick, and steel, and glass 
How cold. 
When it was built-that opening day 
The front door opened 
They knelt to pray. 
There was no fanfare 
But there was that prayer 
God’s Spirit, by magic, was truly there 
Something happened that glorious day 
All cold was gone 
The warmth of His Spirit was on the way 
It conquered the brick, the steel, the glass 
Truly St David's was born that day 
 
Dare we ask for more? 

 
God’s handiwork is here to see 
In the space beyond our home 
The lawns, the gardens the flowers  
All for us each day. 
St David’s in the sunlight, casts her 
Shadow o’er the lawn.  
Here dignity and calm and quiet doth she spawn 
The church, the hedge, the gardens 
Go together with the paths 
Used by ageing people strolling slowly on their way 
They pass the boxes all in the white 
Sentinels by day, by night 
As if protecting, those 
Who pass them every day. 
Here is your calm, your peace, your joy 
Here is St David’s. 

St David's Congregational Church ●  Physical Address:  Cassia Drive   Sunridge Park   P.E.   6045  ● 

Postal address: P.O Box 28956   Sunridge Park   P.E.   6008 ● Tel/Fax : 041 3601127 ●   

email: stdavids@telkomsa.net ● website: www.stdavids.org.za 

Prayer requests:   

Joekie Winterbach, Mercia Corney, Sally Rau-

tenbach, Richard Hogg, Dulce Harper, Gert 

Fitchett, Munro Douglass, Kelly Cunningham, 

Phyllis Channon, Jean Burton & Grant Woolard. 

Birthdays  6th October to 12th October:  

6th   Freda Stirk, Owen Rous., 7th Lynette Byleveld,   

8th Tony Batten, 9th Liesl Hanekom, Rhona Duffin. 

Don’t forget your thanksgiving gift for Sunday 27th of October 


