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“The whole Bible is written for us, 
but not all of it is written to us or 
about us.” 
 
In our 20 lessons under the theme, 
“The Bible made Plain”, we 
considered, in particular, the 
difference between the Kingdom 
Programme and the Church 
Programme.  The Kingdom parables 
of the Gospels have given us further 
insight into the earthly ministry of 
Christ and His primary message to 
unbelieving Israel.   
 
In this, our final lesson of the series, 
we’ll highlight the significant 
passages relating to Israel and the 
church. 
 
MINISTRY OF JESUS OUR LORD 
A well established fact of the 
Gospels account is the earthly 
ministry of Christ designed to call 
Israel to repentance in anticipation 

of the arrival of the prophesied 
Kingdom.   
 
There are several key verses which 
highlight this fact as contained in the 
Gospel record: 
 
Matthew 4:7 “From that time on 
Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for 
the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.”  
 
Matthew 10:5-8 “These twelve Jesus 
sent out with the following 
instructions: “Do not go among the 
Gentiles or enter any town of the 
Samaritans.  Go rather to the lost 
sheep of Israel.  As you go, proclaim 
this message: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’  Heal the 
sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 
who have leprosy, drive out demons. 
Freely you have received; freely 
give.” 
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THE ASCENDED CHRIST 
After His resurrection Jesus spent 40 
days with His disciples and 
followers.  Notice that His disciples, 
after 40 days, asked Him about the 
Kingdom: 
 

Acts 1:3 “After his suffering, he 
presented himself to them and gave 
many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and spoke about 
the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:6-7). 
 

PETER’S STATEMENT 
Peter called on Israel to repent so 
that Jesus could return. 
 

Acts 3:19-21 “Repent, then, and 
turn to God, so that your sins may 
be wiped out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the 
Lord, and that he may send the 
Messiah, who has been appointed 
for you—even Jesus.  Heaven must 
receive him until the time comes for 
God to restore everything, as he 
promised long ago through his holy 
prophets.” 
 

THE KINGDOM POSTPONED 
The prophesied Kingdom was 
postponed because Israel remained 
unrepentant, so God set them aside, 
but did not discard them. 
 

Romans 11:1-5 “I ask then: Did God 
reject his people? By no means! I am 
an Israelite myself, a descendant of 
Abraham, from the tribe of 

Benjamin.  God did not reject his 
people, whom he foreknew. Don’t 
you know what Scripture says in the 
passage about Elijah—how he 
appealed to God against 
Israel:  “Lord, they have killed your 
prophets and torn down your altars; 
I am the only one left, and they are 
trying to kill me”?  And what was 
God’s answer to him? “I have 
reserved for myself seven thousand 
who have not bowed the knee to 
Baal.”  So too, at the present time 
there is a remnant chosen by grace.” 
 

THE CHURCH AGE 
During this postponement period 
God raised up an apostle to the 
Gentiles and revealed to Him the 
church age or programme which is 
non-ethnic and non-national.  Now 
in Christ, Jews and Gentiles, who 

believe, become part of the One 
Body. 
 

Ephesians 2:15-19 “ By setting aside 
in his flesh the law with its 
commands and regulations. His 
purpose was to create in himself 
one new humanity out of the two, 
thus making peace, and in one body 
to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which he put 
to death their hostility.   
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Ephesians 2:15-19/continued: 
 

He came and preached peace to you 
who were far away and peace to 
those who were near.  For through 
him we both have access to the 
Father by one Spirit.  Consequently, 
you are no longer foreigners and 
strangers, but fellow citizens with 
God’s people and also members of 
his household.” 
 

Ephesians 4:4 “There is one 
body and one Spirit, just as you were 
called to one hope when you were 
called.” 
 

PAULINE WRITINGS 
The body of teaching and writings of 
Paul inspired by the Holy Spirit form 
the doctrine designed for members 
of the Body of Christ: 
Ephesians 3:1-4 “For this reason I, 
Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for 
the sake of you Gentiles—Surely you 
have heard about the administration 
of God’s grace that was given to 
me for you, that is, the 
mystery made known to me by 
revelation, as I have already written 
briefly.  In reading this, then, you will 
be able to understand my 
insight into the mystery of Christ.” 
 

GENERAL EPISTLES 
The General Epistles of Peter, James, 
John and Jude are designed to teach 
and instruct Jewish believers who 
wait in anticipation for their nations 
repentance. 

NOTE—James 1:1 “James, a servant 
of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
to the twelve tribes scattered among 
the nations: Greetings.” 
 

Who is James writing to?  Israel. 
 

NOTE—1 Peter 1:1 “Peter, an 
apostle of Jesus Christ, to God’s 
elect, exiles scattered throughout the 
provinces of Pontus, Galatia, 
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia.” 
 

Who are the strangers scattered in 

the dispersion?  Israel. 
 

DEFINITION OF TERM CHURCH 
It is most unfortunate that some 
Bible translations use the word 
“church” and not “congregation.”  
Because of the misuse of the term 
many Bible scholars have erred 
thinking that every time the New 
Testament refers to “church” it’s in 
reference to Christianity.   
The key Greek word for congregation 
is “ekklesia” sometimes related to 
church.  The Greek word literally 
means “called out ones,” not 
necessarily the Christian church.   
 

Consider: 
KJV Bible—Acts 7:38 “This is he, that 
was in the church in the wilderness 
with the angel which spake to him in 
the mount Sina, and with our 
fathers: who received the lively 
oracles to give unto us.”  
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The term church is not the Christian  
Church in this context but Israel as 
God’s called out Ekklesia. 
 

The NIV Bible rightly calls it the 
“assembly of people” in this instance 
Israel—Acts 7:38 NIV “He was in the 
assembly in the wilderness, with the 
angel who spoke to him on Mount 
Sinai, and with our ancestors; and he 
received living words to pass on to 
us.” 
So every time you read the words 
“church” or “assembly” don’t 
automatically think of the Christian 

church.  The Christian church was a 
secret Mystery revealed by God 
through the Apostle Paul. 
 

HEAVENLY MINISTRY 
Unlike His earthly ministry Christ’s 
heavenly ministry’s focus is the 
Christian church which is a spiritual 
entity and not a national entity.  He 
is our Mediator—1 Timothy 2:4-5 
“Who wants all people to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge 
of the truth. For there is one God and 
one mediator between God and 
mankind, the man Christ Jesus.” 

New Testament Breakdown 
 

Matthew, Mark, Luke & John  Earthly Ministry of Christ—Kingdom orientated. 
 

Acts       First half, a call to Israel to repent  
       Second half ministry to all people to repent. 
 

Corinthians to Thessalonians  Written to Christian churches. 
 

Timothy to Philemon   Written to church leaders. 
 

Hebrews      Written to believing Hebrews. 
 

James to Jude     Primarily written to dispersed believing Jews 
 

Revelation     Written about God’s Judgement of Israel and the  
       nations before the Kingdom Reign of Christ for a 
       1000 years. 

May the New Testament breakdown assist you in a proper understanding of the 

need to Rightly Divide or to correctly handle God’s Word. 
 

2 Timothy 2:15 KJV “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 
 

2 Timothy 2:15 NIV “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a 
worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of 
truth.” 


