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By now I hope you have seen the 
relevance of parables.  Israel was to 
be the conduit through which God 
would reach the Gentiles (pagans).  
God had given Israel opportunity 
after opportunity to fulfil their 
mission, but time after time they 
arrogantly rejected God’s will. 
 
ISRAEL SET ASIDE 
The Gentiles had long before 
rebelled against God at the Tower of 
Babel—Genesis 11:3-4 “They said to 
each other, “Come, let’s make 
bricks and bake them thoroughly.” 
They used brick instead of stone, and 
tar for mortar.  Then they said, 
“Come, let us build ourselves a city, 
with a tower that reaches to the 
heavens, so that we may make a 
name for ourselves; otherwise we 
will be scattered over the face of the 
whole earth.”  
 

Romans 1:28 “Furthermore, just as 
they did not think it worthwhile to 

retain the knowledge of God, so God 
gave them over to a depraved mind, 
so that they do what ought not to be 
done.” 
 
God gave up on the Gentiles and 
focussed on His chosen people, 
Israel, as His nation of choice 
(because of Abraham’s faith).  But 
Israel joined the Gentiles in rebellion 
by rejecting their Messiah.  Peter 
appealed to the Jews to repent—
Acts 3:19-20 “Repent, then, and turn 
to God, so that your sins may be 
wiped out, that times of refreshing 
may come from the Lord, and that 
he may send the Messiah, who has 
been appointed for you—even 
Jesus.”  Remember that Israel did 
not respond to our Lord’s call to 
repent for the Kingdom was at 
hand—Matthew 10:7 “As you go, 
proclaim this message: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’  
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 They killed John the Baptist.   
 They called for Christ’s 

crucifixion. 
 They went further and 

murdered Stephen. 
 
Their guilt increased with each 
successive murder.  There was no 
excuse for that generation of Jews 
that had committed the 
“unpardonable sin” Matthew 12:32 
“Anyone who speaks a word against 
the Son of Man will be forgiven, but 
anyone who speaks against the Holy 
Spirit will not be forgiven, either in 
this age or in the age to come.”  The 
unpardonable sin is attributing the 
works of Jesus and the Spirit to the 
devil (Israel’s sin). 
 

Matthew 12:34-36 “You brood of 
vipers, how can you who are evil say 
anything good? For the mouth 
speaks what the heart is full of.  A 
good man brings good things out of 
the good stored up in him, and an 
evil man brings evil things out of the 
evil stored up in him.  But I tell you 
that everyone will have to give 
account on the day of judgment for 
every empty word they have 
spoken.” 
 

They rejected God the Father, in the 
Old Testament, God the Son in the 
Gospels and the Holy Spirit in the 
Book of Acts. 
 

Three strikes and they were out (set 

aside) - Romans 11:25-26 “I do not 
want you to be ignorant of this 
mystery, brothers and sisters, so 
that you may not be 
conceited: Israel has experienced a 
hardening in part until the full 
number of the Gentiles has come 
in, and in this way all Israel will be 
saved. As it is written:  “The 
deliverer will come from Zion; 
he will turn godlessness away from 
Jacob.” 
 

THE SECRET REVEALED 
Now after Stephen’s murder, God 
blinds Israel and begins to open the 
eyes of the Gentiles: 
Acts 9:15 “But the Lord said to 
Ananias, “Go! This man is my 
chosen instrument to proclaim my 
name to the Gentiles and their 
kings and to the people of Israel.” 
 

Paul’s primary mission was Gentile 
converts: Ephesians 3:1-9 “For this 
reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ 
Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles.  
Surely you have heard about the 
administration of God’s grace that 
was given to me for you,  
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Ephesians 3:1-9/continued: 
 

that is, the mystery made known to 
me by revelation, as I have already 
written briefly.  In reading this, then, 
you will be able to understand my 
insight into the mystery of 
Christ,  which was not made known 
to people in other generations as it 
has now been revealed by the Spirit 
to God’s holy apostles and 
prophets.  This mystery is that 
through the gospel the Gentiles are 
heirs together with Israel, members 

together of one body, and sharers 
together in the promise in Christ 
Jesus.   I became a servant of this 
gospel by the gift of God’s grace 
given me through the working of his 
power.  Although I am less than the 
least of all the Lord’s people, this 
grace was given me: to preach to the 
Gentiles the boundless riches of 
Christ,  and to make plain to 
everyone the administration of this 
mystery, which for ages past was 
kept hidden in God, who created all 
things.” 
 

Q & A 
 
What was his mission? (v1) 
 
………………………………………………………. 
 
………………………………………………………. 
 

God gave him a ministry to reveal 
Grace (mercy) to the Gentiles. 
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What was the programme? (v3) 
 
…………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………… 
 

How did he receive this secret 
programme or mystery? (v3) 
 
…………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………… 
 

What was it he wanted them to 
understand? (v4) 
 
…………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………… 
 

Was this secret revealed to anyone else 
before Paul? (v5). 
 
…………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………… 
 

This secret reveals that believing 
Gentiles and believing Jews share in 
the promise of Christ? (v6-7). 
 
…………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………… 
 

In Ephesians 3:8 “Although I am less 
than the least of all the Lord’s 
people, this grace was given me: to 
preach to the Gentiles the boundless 
riches of Christ”, Paul states that he was 
called to preach to Gentiles the 
unsearchable riches of Christ.  The 
Greek word for “unsearchable” is 
“anezi / chni / astos” which is 
untraceable, in other words this secret 
of the Body of Christ (Christianity) 
cannot be traced to any record in the 
past—not to be found in the Old 
Testament or even the Gospels.   
 

It is this secret that God reveals that 
despite the Jews rebellion God would 
reach the Gentile nations independent 
of Israel. 
 

Note:-  Romans 1:11 “Again I ask: Did 
they stumble so as to fall beyond 
recovery? Not at all! Rather, because of 
their transgression, salvation has come 
to the Gentiles to make Israel envious.” 
 
Israel as a nation will in the future play 
a pivotal role in the Kingdom to come 
on earth when Jesus will rule from 
Jerusalem on David’s Throne. 
 

 
 
 

The King James Bible used dispensations, 
the New International version translated 
as administration: 
 

Ephesians 3:2 (NIV) “Surely you have 
heard about the administration of God’s 
grace that was given to me for you,.” 
 

Dispensation and Administration are de-
rived from the Greek word in the original 
“Oikonomia” which means “a household 
economy, a special programme”. 

Israel’s Hope is Earthly 
Christian Hope is Heavenly. 

 

Prophecy relates to Israel 
Mystery relates to Christianity. 


