
 1 

The conscientious believer and avid 
reader of the Word will soon 
discover the difference between 
Israel’s role and that of Christianity.  
I think that much of the prevailing 
confusion of our time is the result of 
church leaders mixing Kingdom 
Truth (Israel) with Church Truth 
(Christian doctrine). 
 
The following passage will answer 
some of the questions that beg for 
an explanation: 
 
Matthews 15:21-28 
Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew 
to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  A 
Canaanite woman from that vicinity 
came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son 
of David, have mercy on me! My 
daughter is demon-possessed and 
suffering terribly.”  Jesus did not 
answer a word. So his disciples came 
to him and urged him, “Send her 
away, for she keeps crying out after 

us.”  He answered, “I was sent only 
to the lost sheep of Israel.”  The 
woman came and knelt before 
him. “Lord, help me!” she said.  He 
replied, “It is not right to take the 
children’s bread and toss it to the 
dogs.”  “Yes it is, Lord,” she said. 
“Even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their master’s table.”  Then 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have 
great faith! Your request is 
granted.” And her daughter was 
healed at that moment.” 
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PARALLEL PASSAGE 
Mark 7:24-30 further clarifies that 
this woman was a Syrophonecian 
of Greek culture.  She was not a 
Jewess. 

IGNORED BY JESUS 
Despite the woman following the 
Lord with her request for the 
healing of her daughter (vexed by 
the devil in Greek—daimoni zomai) 
and his disciples calling for Him to 
send her away.  Jesus simply 
ignored her.  There was a reason 

for His apparent dismissal of her 
cry. 
 

LOST SHEEP OF ISRAEL 
Matthew 15:24 “He answered, “I 
was sent only to the lost sheep of 
Israel.”  
 

This woman was not a Jewess or 
daughter of Abraham.  She was 
outside the Jewish Covenant and 
family.  The primary mission of our 
Lord’s earthly ministry was to 
reach Israel with the message of 
repentance in preparation of the 
coming Kingdom.  Non-Jews were 
not part of His mandate: 
 
Matthew 10:5-6 “These twelve 
Jesus sent out with the following 
instructions: “Do not go among the 
Gentiles or enter any town of the 
Samaritans.  Go rather to the lost 
sheep of Israel.” 
 

Syrophoenician—occurs only in (Mark 
7:26) The word denoted perhaps a mixed 
race, half Phoenicians and half Syrians; 
(or the Phoenicians in this region may 

have been called Syro-phoenicians 
because they belonged to the Roman 

province of Syria, and were thus 
distinguished from the Phoenicians who 

lived in Africa, or the Carthaginians.  
 

The woman from the borders of Tyre and 
Sidon whose daughter Jesus healed is 

described as "a Greek, a Syrophoenician 
by race" (Mark 7:26), and again as "a 

Canaanitish woman" (Matthew 15:22). 
This seems to mean that she was of 
Canaanite descent, a native of the 

Phoenician seaboard, Greek in religion, 
and probably also in speech. The names 
Syria and Phoenicia are both applied to 

the same region in Acts 21:2. 
 

Syrophoenician may therefore denote 
simply an inhabitant of these parts. 

According to Strabo, this district was 
called Syrophoenicia to distinguish it 

from the North African Lybophoenicia. 
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ISRAEL THE SHEEP 
The nation was like sheep gone astray. 
Isaiah 53:6 
“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” 
 

A CONDUIT 
It was always God’s plan to reach the 
Gentile Nations.  The task was given 
to a repentant Israel as missionaries 
but first Israel needed to repent and 
be converted.  Then and only then 
were they to be a conduit of blessing 
to the world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GENTILE DOG 
Jews called Gentiles “dogs”, not to be 
derogatory but to indicate that they 
were outside of the sheep fold.  Most 
dogs in ancient times were scavengers 
and a nuisance to village or city 
dwellers.  They were not the 
domesticated pets that we have made 
of them today.  Gentiles were dogs on 
the outskirts of Israel’s programme.  
Gentiles were pagans whose 
grotesque behaviour and conduct 
were considered common and 

impure. 

CHILDREN’S BREAD 
Jesus said it wasn’t time to take the 
children’s (Israel) bread and give it to 
dogs (Gentiles). 
Matthew 15:25-26  
“The woman came and knelt before 
him. “Lord, help me!” she said.  He 
replied, “It is not right to take the 
children’s bread and toss it to the 
dogs.” 
 

WOMAN’S FAITH 
This Gentile woman acknowledged 
who Christ was.  She also affirmed 
that it was the Jew first then the 
Gentiles (see Romans 1:16): 
Matthew 15:22 “A Canaanite woman 
from that vicinity came to him, crying 
out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy 
on me! My daughter is demon-
possessed and suffering terribly.”  
 

She knew who Christ was. 
Matthew 1:1 “This is the genealogy of 
Jesus the Messiah the son of 
David, the son of Abraham.” 
 

She acknowledged that the Jewish 
Messiah was David’s Son of the 
offspring of Abraham the Father of 
the Hebrew Covenant.  Although she 
was outside the covenant “as a 
dog” (Gentile) she was prepared to 

come under the programme. 
Matthew 15:27 ““Yes it is, Lord,” she 
said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs 
that fall from their master’s table.”  
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HER FAITH 
Jesus commended her for such faith 
and confidence in who He was and 
healed her daughter. 
 
Matthew 15:28 
“Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
you have great faith! Your request is 
granted.” And her daughter was 
healed at that moment.” 
 

TAKE NOTE OF THE TRUTH 
It will be of great importance that 
we remember this teaching when 
learning to Rightly Divide the 
Scriptures. 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 
“Do your best to present yourself to 
God as one approved, a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed and 
who correctly handles the word of 
truth.” 

 

THE PRINCIPLE OF DIVIDING 
While its true that we should not 
add or subtract the Word we are 
instructed to divide it.  When we do 
so our knowledge of His Word 
multiplies. 
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