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To understand this 
parable one needs to 
consider the preceding 
verses and their 
relation to Christ’s 
second coming. 
 
There are two schools 
of thought. 
 
Some believe that Matthew  24:32
-34 relates to Israel (the Fig Tree) 
becoming a nation  again.  In 1948 
Israel was  restored as a nation in 
the Holy  land and this school of 
thought  believed that Christ would 
return within a generation of Israel 
obtaining nationhood.  They believe 

that a generation 
would be 40 years and 
if this time is added to 
1948 it would take the 
year to 1988.  So many 
incorrectly taught that 
Jesus would come 
back in 1988.  When 
this didn’t happen, 

they said a generation could be 50 
years taking the year to 1998.  Some 
now claim that a generation is 70 
years (three score and ten).  So now 
2018 is the new date set by those 
who believe that the parable refers 
to Israel’s rebirth as the Fig Tree. 
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Lesson 14— Parable of the Fig Tree 

"Now learn this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already be-
come tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So you 
also, when you see all these things, know that it is near--at the doors! As-

suredly, I say to you, this generation will by no means pass away till all 
these things take place.” 

Matthew 24:32-34 
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Others believe a generation is a 100 
years and have set 2048 as the new 
date. 
 
This is all speculation. 
 
The other school of thought is the 
more plausible explanation.  The 
parable simply teaches that 
observers of a fig tree’s nature 
know that when the leaves begin to 
grow, summer is fast approaching, 
so Jesus illustrated that the sign of 
His return could be anticipated 
when the events of Matthew 24 
occur. 
 
Consider Matthew 24:3 and the 
purpose of the parable becomes 
clear. 

 
AN APPLICATION OF TRUTH 
As Israel awaits the return of Christ 
to establish His Kingdom, so we 
await the return of the Lord in the 
clouds.  There are several signs that 
indicate that the time is drawing 
closer and we can be comforted in 
knowing that our hope extends way 

beyond anything this world has to 
offer.  No generation is exempt from 
calamities, but no Christian ought to 
be dismayed or disheartened at this 
reality.  Christians must observe the 
signs of the times carefully as they 
become more and more aware of 
current events, natural disasters, 
new philosophies and world 
economics.  These signs confirm the 
Christian’s hope and as we see Israel 
re-gathering her people and 
preparing for attacks from various 
enemies, we know that we need to 
persevere in watchfulness and 
diligence.   
 
We do not know the day or time 
that the Rapture will occur, but we 
can see that stage being set and 
therefore we should comfort one 
another and not be afraid (1 
Thessalonians 4:18).  
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“Now as He sat on the Mount of 
Olives, the disciples came to Him 
privately, saying, "Tell us, when 
will these things be? And what 
will be the sign of Your coming, 

and of the end of the age?" 
Matthew 24:3 
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Fig Tree Cursed 
 

Bethphage means House of Figs. 
Bethany means House of Dates. 
 
Mark 11:12-14 
“The next day as they were leaving 
Bethany, Jesus was hungry.  Seeing 
in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he 
went to find out if it had any fruit. 
When he reached it, he found 
nothing but leaves, because it was 
not the season for figs.  Then he said 
to the tree, “May no one ever eat 
fruit from you again.” And his 
disciples heard him 
say it. “ 
 
The cursing of the 
fig tree has left 
readers 
questioning why 
Jesus cursed the fig 
tree for not having 
figs when V13 
states “that He 
found nothing but 

leaves for the time of figs was not 
yet.”   
 
Fig trees in Palestine were of such a 
variety that trees would produce 
early figs—Isaiah 28:4 and Jeremiah 
24:2 and late figs –Jeremiah 8:13 
and 29:17. 
 
Early figs would appear with new 
leaves.  The leaves indicated that 
there should have been early figs, 
even though the time for them to 
ripen had not come. 
 
The point is that if there were no 
early figs, there would not be figs to 
ripen so the tree was barren. 
 
The fig tree represents Israel and 
that although they produced leaves 
to identify themselves as  Israel, they 
had not produced figs or fruits 
expected of Israel. 
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Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 
Luke 13:6-9 
“Then he told this parable: “A man 
had a fig tree growing in his 
vineyard, and he went to look for 
fruit on it but did not find any.  (7)So 
he said to the man who took care of 
the vineyard, ‘For three years now 
I’ve been coming to look for fruit on 
this fig tree and haven’t found any. 

Cut it down! Why should it use up 
the soil?’  (8)“‘Sir,’ the man replied, 
‘leave it alone for one more year, 
and I’ll dig around it and fertilize 
it. 9 If it bears fruit next year, fine! If 
not, then cut it down.’” 
 

This parable reinforces the condition 
of Israel (Fig Tree).  Note V7—The Fig 
Tree, Israel was given 3 years (Jesus 
as Messiah spent 3 years of His 
earthly ministry calling for them to 
display fruits of being His people. 
 

Note V8—The dresser or gardener 
requested another year of Grace.  In 
70AD Israel was destroyed and their 
temple broken down.  God has 
judged the nation for it’s bareness 
(40 years later) - Luke 21:24. 
 

This occurred in 70AD when Titus 
the roman general besieged 
Jerusalem. 


