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The Gospels contain narratives relating to 
Israel, some of which are paralleled in the 
church epistles.  It is wise to identify the 
contents of the Gospels in relation to 
Israel’s earthly kingdom. 
 

SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 
The three Gospels, Matthew, Mark and 
Luke are called “synoptic” Gospels 
because they repeat the same accounts 
or occurrences.  The Gospel of John, on 
the other hand, considers the earthly 
ministry of Jesus from a unique 
perspective. 
 

RICH YOUNG RULER ENCOUNTER 
The incident is recorded in Mark 10:17 
and Luke 18:18. 
 

Let us focus on Matthew 19:16-28: 
“Just then a man came up to Jesus and 
asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I 
do to get eternal life?”  “Why do you ask 
me about what is good?” Jesus 
replied. “There is only One who is good. If 
you want to enter life, keep the 
commandments.”  “Which ones?” he 
inquired.  Jesus replied, “‘You shall not 
murder, you shall not commit 
adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not 

give false testimony, honour your father 
and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbour as 
yourself.’”  “All these I have kept,” the 
young man said. “What do I still lack?” 
Jesus answered, “If you want to be 
perfect, go, sell your possessions and give 
to the poor, and you will have treasure in 
heaven. Then come, follow me.”  When 
the young man heard this, he went away 
sad, because he had great wealth.  Then 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, 
it is hard for someone who is rich to enter 
the kingdom of heaven.   Again I tell you, 
it is easier for a camel to go through the 
eye of a needle than for someone who is 
rich to enter the kingdom of God.” When 
the disciples heard this, they were greatly 
astonished and asked, “Who then can be 
saved?”  Jesus looked at them and 
said, “With man this is impossible, but 
with God all things are possible.”  Peter 
answered him, “We have left everything 
to follow you! What then will there be for 
us?”  Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, 
at the renewal of all things, when the Son 
of Man sits on his glorious throne, you 
who have followed me will also sit on 
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel.”   `  Page 2/... 
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V16  
He calls Jesus Good Master (master in 
Greek is “didaskalos”, doctor, teacher, 
rabbi).   
 
 
 
He hoped to secure eternal life.  The Jews 
concept of eternal life was a place in the 
household of God in the Kingdom. 
 

V17 
Jesus seems repulsed by the title “good”, 
so He says only God is good, by 
implication “are you recognising my 
Divine identity?”  How could you or any 
Jew, anticipating God’s Kingdom on 
earth, be prepared to qualify?  “Keep the 
commandments” the moral code.  This is 
not a contradiction of: 
 
Romans 3:19-20 “Now we know that 
whatever the law says, it says to those 
who are under the law, so that every 
mouth may be silenced and the whole 
world held accountable to 
God.  Therefore, no one will be declared 
righteous in God’s sight by the works of 
the law; rather, through the law we 
become conscious of our sin. “ 
 
Galatians 3:13  “Christ redeemed us from 
the curse of the law by becoming a curse 
for us, for it is written: “Cursed is 
everyone who is hung on a pole.”  
 
or Galatians 5:18 “But if you are led by 
the Spirit, you are not under the law. “ 
 

NOTE that the New Testament unfolds 

progressive revelation.  Under the 
programme of Christ’s earthly ministry 
and anticipation of the Kingdom on 
earth, morality as contained in the Law of 

Moses was essential for Israel to be an 
example to the Gentiles in the 
millennium (1000 year reign of Christ).   
 

If we today answered like Jesus answered 
the young rulers question, we would be 
wrong?  Why?  Because it’s by Grace that 
we are saved.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Mosaic Law was meant primarily for 
Israel—Galatians 3:24 “So the law was 
our guardian until Christ came that we 
might be justified by faith. “ 
 

TWO PROGRAMMES 
The Kingdom Programme was primarily 
Jewish and Gentiles secondary (Christ’s 
earthly mission).  The Church Programme  
is non-ethnic, both Jew and Gentile in 
faith are one in Christ (Christ’s heavenly 
mediation) - Galatians 3:28 “There is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
 

V18-20 
The young man was confident and 
affirmed that he kept the Law 
meticulously.   
 

V21 
If he truly wanted to be perfectly poised 
to enter the earthly Kingdom he would 
have to sell what he treasured for in the 
Kingdom era there would be a communal 
or social order of equality.  No rich, no 
poor, a utopian era of peace, harmony 
and equity. 
      Page 3/… 
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V22 
This was asking too much.  He had great 
possessions. 

 
V24 
“Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to 
go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom 
of God.”  
 

NOTE:— 
 

There are two schools of thought on the 
meaning of this verse.  The eye of the 
needle a literal eye of a sewing needle or 
the more modern explanation that the 
phrase is in reference  to a narrow hole in 
the wall around a city that required all 
the goods on a camel to be offloaded and 
for the beast to go through the hole on 
its knees. The hole in the city wall was 
called the eye of the needle. 
 
V28 
“Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at 
the renewal of all things, when the Son of 
Man sits on his glorious throne, you who 
have followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. “ 
 
When will Jesus be seated on the 
Kingdom throne and His twelve disciples 

on the twelve thrones? 
 
Revelation 20:6 “ Blessed and holy are 

those who share in the first 
resurrection. The second death has 
no power over them, but they will 
be priests of God and of Christ and 
will reign with him for a thousand 
years. “ 
 
This will happen when the Kingdom 
is established on earth  Jesus will 
reign for 1000 years. 
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V23 
“Then Jesus said to his 
disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is 
hard for someone who is rich to 
enter the kingdom of heaven.“ 
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Q & A 
 
The following questions require some deep thinking.  Please discuss with one another at 
home. 
 
1. Why did Jesus tell the rich young ruler to sell everything? 
 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
2. Are we expected to sell all property and possessions to be saved? 
 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
3. Why not? 
 
 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…………………….. 
 
4. How would you answer an enquiry like that of the young ruler today? 
 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
5. Who are the Kingdom people? 
 
 ………………………………………………………............................................................................ 
 
6. Who make up the Body of Christ today? 
 

 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 


