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The answer to confusion and the lies of 

the world is the Truth.  God’s Word is 
Truth. 
 
John 17:17  
“Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 
truth”.  
 
The Bible is God’s written word of Truth.  
Although this may sound fundamental to 
our belief system, it’s a neglected principle 
we hope to address in terms of our lesson. 

TWO ENDS TO THE BIBLE 
The first book Genesis and the last book 
Revelation are like the book ends of a rack 
of books.  Remove either one and the 
other books on the shelf may collapse.   
 
The same observation applies to the New 
Testament.  The Gospel of Matthew 

introduces us to the credentials of Jesus as 
King and Messiah.  The Book of Revelation 
concludes with the establishment of God’s 
promised kingdom on earth and the 
restoration of the cosmos.   
 

We will in future lessons consider the 
relevance of the parables to the Kingdom 
and the revelation of the Mystery or 
Secret of Christianity, the church. 
 

Firstly, let’s consider the premium God 
places on Truth: 
 

 Spirit and Truth 
 The woman at the well (John 4:24) 
 was told that those who worship 
 God  must do so in Spirit and in truth. 
 

 Father of Lies 
 Jesus uncompromisingly rebuked the 
 Jews for rejecting the Truth and  
 called the devil their father because  
 they believed his lies (John 8:44). 
 

 Purged by the Word 
 Jesus in His teaching on the vine and 
 branches tells His followers that they 
 have been cleansed and purified by 
 His Word (John 15:2-3). 
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PREACH THE WORD 
Paul the Apostle to the Gentiles urges 
Timothy, his mentor, to preach the Word.  
He is told to be consistent in doing so for 
the times will come (no doubt we are 
living in such times) when believers will 
seek after preachers who have neglected 
sound Bible teachings and will turn 
people away from the Truth. 
 
2 Timothy 4:3-5 “ 
“For the time will come when people will 
not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, 
to suit their own desires, they will gather 
around them a great number of teachers 
to say what their itching ears want to 
hear.  They will turn their ears away from 
the truth and turn aside to myths.  But 
you, keep your head in all situations, 
endure hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, discharge all the duties of your 
ministry.”  
 
RIGHTLY DIVIDE THE TRUTH 
Truth unites, it does not divide those who 
embrace the Truth, but in order to unite 
in Truth we need to “Rightly Divide” what 
is the revealed Truth to the 
church and prophesied Truth to 
Israel.  While both are true 
they apply to different times 
and seasons. 
 
2 Timothy 2:15 “ 
“Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who does 
not need to be ashamed and 
who correctly handles the word 
of truth.”  
 
 

Let me illustrate: 
 
A wise parent will give instructions to a 
young child not to play with matches.  The 
validity of the instruction relates to the 
child’s age and maturity.  When the same 
child becomes a young adult, they are 
now instructed to start the fire for the 
family braai.   
 
Both instructions are valid and, therefore, 
right for their time and circumstances.  
God’s instruction to Israel is vastly 
different from His instruction to Christian 
believers.  Dividing, in terms of relevance, 
is essential to understand the difference. 
 
LAW—A SCHOOLMASTER 
The Law of Moses and instruction to Israel 
was like a school teacher preparing Jewish 
believers for service in God’s Kingdom.  
Now that Christ has come and paid the 
penalty for sin, we, as believers today, are 
not bound by the Law. 
 
 
Galatians 3:24-25 
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LAW ABOLISHED 
We are no longer bound by the restrictive 
laws and ordinances given to Moses.  
God’s Grace has set us free. 
 
Colossians 2:14-17 
“Having cancelled the charge of our legal 
indebtedness, which stood against us and 
condemned us; he has taken it away, 
nailing it to the cross.  And having 
disarmed the powers and authorities, he 
made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the 
cross.  Therefore, do not let anyone judge 
you by what you eat or drink, or with 
regard to a religious festival, a New Moon 
celebration or a Sabbath day.  These are a 
shadow of the things that were to 
come; the reality, however, is found in 
Christ.” 
 
A SHADOW 
The sacrifices of animals for atonement in 
the Old Testament were a shadow of 
Jesus as God’s Lamb and perfect sacrifice 
for our sins.  Now that Christ has come we 

don’t need to sacrifice animals for 
atonement of sin. 
 
COMPLETE IN CHRIST 
We are now complete, mature and 
perfect in Christ. 
 
Colossians 2:10  
“And in Christ you have been brought to 
fullness. He is the head over every power 
and authority. “ 
 
To know this difference takes study of the 
Word Rightly Divided. 
 
 
PROPHECY AND MYSTERY 
Prophecy relates to Israel’s hope of the 
Kingdom of God on earth. 
 
Mystery or Secret relates to Christ’s 
Body—Christianity. 
 
Let’s consider some distinctions that the 
late C.R Stam, in his book Things that 
Differ” calls our attention to. 
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  THE BASIC DISTINCTIONS BETWEEN PROPHECY AND THE MYSTERY 

PROPHECY MYSTERY 

Concerns a kingdom—a political organisation  
Dan.2:4, Matt. 6:10 

Concerns a Body—a living organism 
1 Cor.12:12,27, Eph.4:12-16 

The kingdom to be established on earth. 
Jer.23:5, Matt. 6:10 

The Body given a position in heaven 
Eph.1:3, 2:5-8, Col.3:1-3. 

Christ to be its King and Messiah. 
Jer.23:5, Isa.9:6-7 

Christ its living Head 
Eph.1:19-23, Col. 1:18 

The kingdom prophesied “since the world 
began”. 
 
Luke 1:68-70, Acts 3:21 

The body chosen in Christ before the world 
began, but “kept secret since the world 
began.” 
Rom.16:25, Eph.1:4-11, 3:5-9. 

Israel to be given supremacy over the 
nations. 
Isa.60:10-12, 61:6. 

Jew and Gentile placed on the same level 
before God. 
Rom.10:12, 11:32, Eph.2:16-17. 

The Gentiles to be blessed through Israel’s 
instrumentality. 
Gen.22:17-18, Zech.8:13. 

The Gentiles blessed through Israel’s 
obstinacy. 
Acts 13:44-46, Rom. 11:28 

The Gentiles to be blessed through Israel’s 
rise. 
Isa.60:1-3, Zech.8:22-23. 

The Gentiles blessed through Israel’s fall. 
 
Acts 28:27-28, Rom.11:11,12,15. 

Prophecy mainly concerns nations as such. 
Isa.2:4, Ezek.37:21-22. 

The mystery concerns individuals. 
Rom 10:12-13, 2Cor.5:14-17. 

Prophecy concerns blessing both material 
and spiritual on earth. 
Isa.2:3-4, 11:1-9. 

The mystery concern “all spiritual blessings in 
the heavenlies”. 
Eph.1:3, Col.3:1-3. 

Prophecy concerns Christ’s coming to the 
earth. 
Isa.59:20, Zech.14:4. 

The mystery explains Christ’ present absence 
from the earth. 
Eph.1:20-23, Col.3:1-3. 

In prophecy salvation by grace through faith 
alone is not contemplated.  Faith was 
manifested through works. 

Salvation by grace through faith alone lies at 
the very heart of the mystery. 
Rom.3:21-26, 4:5, Eph.2:8-9. 

The proclamation of the prophetic 
programme committed particularly to the 
twelve. 
Matt.10:5-7, Acts 1:6-8, 3:19-26. 

The proclamation of the mystery committed 
particularly through Paul. 
 
Eph.3:1-3, 8-9, Col.1:24-27. 

The prophetic programme revealed through 
many of God’s servants. 
Luke 1:70, 2Pet.1:21. 

The mystery revealed through one man, Paul. 
Gal.1:1,11-12, 2:2,7,9 Eph.3:2-3. 

Old Testament writers frequently did not 
understand the prophecies made known 
through them. 
Dan.12:8-10, 1Pet.1:10-12. 

Paul both understood and longed that others 
might understand the mystery revealed 
through him. 
Eph.1:15-23, 3:14-21  Col.1:9-10, 2:1.3. 


