
 

 

PLEASURE AND PAIN 
“We are hard pressed on every 

side, but not crushed; perplexed, but 
not in despair” 2 Corinthians 4:8  

 
Consider the pleasure-pain principle, a 
principle which helps us to understand 
something of why suffering and 
adversity are present in our universe.  
The capacity of our souls was originally 
designed to experience pleasure and 
joy but where there is the potential for 
pleasure there is also the potential for 
pain.  The principle defines what it 
means to be a human being; if it were 
not there, we would be nothing more 
than machines.  We are made in the 
Divine image, fashioned in a similar 
way to the Creator Himself in whom 
also there is the capacity to feel a wide 
range of emotions.  God experiences 
pleasure but He is also capable of 
experiencing sadness and grief.   
 
Because there is no sin in God, His 
emotions are never out of control and 

the sensations of grief which from time 
to time He experiences are emotions 
He allows Himself to feel, and they are 
felt in such a way that never pulls Him 
into despair.  With us it is different.  
The effect of Adam’s sin on or 
personalities means that our 
emotional spectrum as been effected 
in a way that God’s had not been.  
Thus, our negative emotions can 
quickly pass from being merely 
unpleasant to being debilitating and 
incapacitating.   
 
Being close to God will not prevent us 
from at times feeling unhappy but it 
can prevent us from feeling despair.  
Often, the reason why emotions 
become debilitating (providing there is 
no organic reason at work) is because 
there has been a loss of meaning.  Like 
the apostle in the passage before us 
today, it is when we see things from 
the Divine perspective that there is 
meaning in everything. 
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1. Paul the apostle to the Gentiles. 

2. Christ is our foundation. 

3. A reward for living the Christian 

life. 

4. Believers—Judgement Seat of 

Christ. 
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PRAYER LIST 
Please keep the following folk in prayer:   

Eric & Elsie Baxter, Freda Lock, Norma Bovens, David Murdoch, Elize Burton, Janet 
& Michael Williams, Morné & Sharne Stroebel, Adele Endley, Cecily Chase, Peggy 

Moore, Diana Callahan & fam, Laura Speed, John Goldsmith, Brian & Molly 
Paddey, Marlow Family, Merle Laidlaw, Diane Schoeman, Freda Stirk, our church 

family & friends.  

“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people”  

Ephesians 6:18.  

A couple had two little boys, ages 
8 and 10, who were excessively 
mischievous. The two were always 
getting into trouble and their 
parents could be assured that if 
any mischief occurred in their 
town their two young sons were in 
some way involved. 
 
 

The parents were at their wits end as to what 
to do about their sons' behaviour. The mother 
had heard that a pastor in town had been 
successful in disciplining children in the past, 
so she asked her husband if he thought they 
should send the boys to speak with the 
pastor. 
 
 

The husband said, 'We might as well. We 
need to do something before I really lose my 
temper!' The pastor agreed to speak with the 

boys, but asked to see them 
individually. The 8 year old went 
to meet with him first. The pastor 
sat the boy down and asked him 
sternly, 'Where is God?' 
 
 

The boy made no response, so 
the pastor repeated the question 
in an even sterner tone, 'Where is 

God?' Again the boy made no attempt to 
answer. So the pastor raised his voice even 
more and asked, 'WHERE IS GOD?' 
 
 

At that the boy bolted from the room and ran 
directly home, slamming himself in the 
cupboard.  His older brother followed him 
into the cupboard and asked what had 

happened. The younger brother replied, 'We 
are in BIG trouble this time. God is missing 
and they think we did it.' 



 

 

MORNING  
FELLOWSHIP  

 
If you should attend the 

Drive-in-Study on 
Thursday mornings, you 

are most welcome to 
bring a flask of tea or 

coffee and some biscuits 
and enjoy fellowship and a 

cuppa in our Garden 
Coffee Corner between 

9:00—9:30am before the 
study.   

 

We look forward to seeing 
you.  Invite a friend. 
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WHO, WHAT & 
HOW METHOD 
 

Read Romans 11:1, vs11, vs25-26 
and answer the following 
questions: 
 
1. Did Israel lose God’s favour and are doomed forever? 
2. What has happened since Israel’s rejection of Christ? V11 
3. What happened to Israel? V25 
4. Who will deliver Israel? 

Join us for DRIVE-IN BIBLE STUDY on Thursday 
mornings 9:00 for 9:30am.  Tune in on your radio to  
FM99.2 @ 9:30am. 
 
This exciting series “The Bible made Plain” is a 
step-by-step study of the Word that will be easy to 
follow—notes are provided and will also be posted 
on Face Book/Website so that you can download 
them. 
 
Recording of Bible Study: For those who are 
able (via your cell/computer/laptop/tablet/etc,) the 
study is additionally recorded live on Thursday to 
Face Book and will be linked to our Website where 
you will be able to watch it or download the 
recording to view at your leisure by clicking on the 
link.  (Website—wwwstdavids.org.za).  
 

Everybody is welcome to attend. 
Bring your Bible and a pen. 


