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Lesson 4—What is Sin? 
 

Our subject today is SIN.  Not a pleasant 
topic, but a necessary one. 
 

Our former condition is recorded in 
Ephesians 2:1-5. 
 

I never realised how bad I was until I saw 
how holy, righteous and perfect God is.  
What does God say about sin?  This 
question is at the very core of our lesson 
today.  Sin is rebellion against God.  
Romans 3:23 “ For all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God,”” says all of us 
have sinned and we fall short of God’s 
glory.  What is God’s glory?  It’s His 
impeccable character, it’s His holiness, 
purity and majesty. 
 

The Jews saw themselves as God’s people, 
a perfect nation called by God, they 
boasted of their superior religion.  They 
made the mistake in comparing 
themselves with the uncircumcised, pagan 
Gentiles.  Their rejection of the Messiah 
condemned them to the same fate as the 
Gentiles they condemned.  They were no 
better.  So Paul reminded them that “all 
have sinned” not only the Gentiles, but the 
Jews themselves, all means all.   
 

In Romans 3:27 the writer asks, “where 
then is (your) boasting,” on what principle?  
You (the Jews) say “at least we have the 
Law of Moses.”  What does the Bible say?  
Romans 3:28 “For we maintain that a man 
is justified by faith apart from observing 
the Law.” 
 

The dialogue is insightful.  He asks, “Is God 
the God of the Jews only?  Is He not also 
the God of the Gentiles?” Romans 3:29.  He 
answers, “Yes, He is the God of the 
Gentiles .” 
 

Romans 3:30, “There is only one God, who 
will justify (save) the circumcised (Jews) by 
faith and the uncircumcised (Gentiles) 
through faith.” 
 

Romans 3:31, “Do we nullify the Law.  No 
we uphold the Law.  Christ did not come to 
destroy the Law but to fulfil or complete it.   
 

We assert Romans 3:21-22 “But now 

apart from the law the righteousness of 
God has been made known, to which the 
Law and the Prophets testify.  This 
righteousness is given through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe. There is no difference between Jew 
and Gentile,.” 
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QUESTIONS 
 
1. Where did sin begin? (Isa.14:12,17, Rom.5:12) 
 

Explain: ………..………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...…… 

2. What was Satan’s original state? (Ezek.28:12,15) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
3. When do men receive a sinful nature? (Ps.51:5) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
4. Who are sinners? (Rom.3:23) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
5. Did Mary, the mother of Jesus ever sin? (Rom.3:10-12) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
6. How much unrighteousness makes us sinners? (1 John 5:17) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
7. How many sins condemn us? (James 2:10) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
8. What is sin? (John 16:9) 
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
9.  What is the result of sin? (Rom.6:23) 
 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
10. What is spiritual death? (Eph.2:1-3) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
11. What is the second death? (Rev.20:14) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 
12. Can reform or good works take away our sin? (Rom.3:20, Titus 3:5) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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What is Faith? 
 
Just what does the Bible mean by faith?  
Even in religious circles this truth is 
misunderstood, and people have some 
vague idea that just to believe that there is 
a God will make everything work out for 
good if you believe in yourself and in your 
fellow man. 
 
How far from the truth this is!  Romans 
8:28 says in essence: “And we know that 
God works all things together for good to 
them that love God.”  To love God means 
more than to believe that there is a God.  
The demons also believe, and so does 
Satan, himself, but they are not saved—
John 2:19 “You believe that there is one 
God. Good! Even the demons believe 
that—and shudder.” 
 
So much of religion today is superstition; a 
sort of mixture of heathen fear of a great 
being, and a flippant idea that God is a 
kind old grandfather who does not care 
too much what we do just as long as we 
do the best we can!  But what does God 
tell us in His Word about faith?   
 
First, it speaks of the faith.  This is the 
teaching of the Bible, the doctrines of God 
and His dealing with man (refer to:  Acts 
16:5, Rom.10:8, 1 Tim.4:1, 5:8, 2 Tim.4:7, 
1 Cor.16:13, 2 Cor.13:5, Eph.4:5, Col.1:23, 
Jude 3).   
 
These doctrines have not changed down 
through the years, and are the same today 
as when God inspired His apostles and 
prophets to write them—1 Tim:4:1 “The 
Spirit clearly says that in later times some 
will abandon the faith and follow 
deceiving spirits and things taught by 

demons. “  There has been no changes or 
additions or subtraction as far as God is 
concerned in terms of faith. 
Having faith means to take God at His 
Word.  We believe that God is God, that 
He will keep His word and keep His 
promise—Heb.11:6 “And without faith it is 
impossible to please God, because anyone 
who comes to Him must believe that He 
exists and that He rewards those who 
earnestly seek Him.” 
 

Saving Faith 
 
God says that we are saved by faith in the 
Saviour.  To be saved means that we are 
delivered from the penalty of sin which is 
eternal hell, and delivered from the power 
of Satan’s kingdom now in this present 
life, and some day will be delivered from 
the very presence of sin when we get to 
Heaven.   
 
Salvation is by faith and not by works.  
“Therefore being justified in faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ “ - Rom.5:1.  “Not by works of 
righteousness which we have done, but 
according to His mercy He saved us,” - 
Titus 3:5. 
 
………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………… 
 
………………………………………………………………... 
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The Steps of Saving Faith 
The way of saving faith is so clearly set forth in Scripture that even a child can 
understand.  There is no excuse for anyone to blunder and miss the way.  Sad to say, 
men are not seeking the Bible as their guide but listen to some neighbour or some 
church or even to their own warped 
imaginations.  What poor comfort to 
hear well-meaning friends tell the 
bereaved or afflicted, “Just keep your 
chin up! Have faith and all will be 
well!”  Empty clichés!!  
 
There are three steps to saving faith, 
and all three blend into the one act 
of receiving God’s way of salvation: 
 
 

  QUESTIONS: 
 
1. Does Satan believe in God? (James 2:19) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
2. What is meant by “the faith”? (Jude 3) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
3. What is the result of being faithful? (Rev.2:10) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
4. Do good deeds help our salvation? (Titus 3:5) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
5. What is the one way of salvation? (Rom.5:1) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
6. What is the first step of saving faith? (Rom.10:17) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
7. What is the second step of saving faith? (Luke 13:3, 2 Cor.12:21) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
8. What is the third step of saving faith? (Rom.10:9,Rom.10:13) 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 


