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Lesson 3—God is Holy and Just 
 

G: God is Holy  
Psalm 99:5 “Exalt the Lord our God and worship 
at His footstool; He is Holy.“ 
 
Because people do not fully appreciate this truth 
of God’s holiness there is so much carelessness 
and such a shallow idea of God, and yet the truth 
of God’s holiness is paramount throughout the 
whole Bible.  There seems to be a growing 
indifference to sin even among Christians today, 
and people think that just because God is a God 
of love that He does not know the difference 
between right and wrong.  How far from true!  It 
takes a full realisation of God’s holiness to 
convict us of our sin.  Holy means “without sin”- 
righteous-unique-different-seperated.  “This is 
the message we have heard from Him and 
declare to you: God is light; in Him there is no 
darkness at all” 1 John 1:5.   
 
Darkness represents sin and ignorance, and light 
stands for righteousness and truth.  All truth 
originates with God and is recorded in His Word.  
There is no spiritual insight apart from the Bible.  
Truth is always connected with personality.  God 
is a Person, and all truth and righteousness are in 
Him. 
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Key Verses: 
 

1 Peter 1:16 “For it is written: “Be 
holy, because I am holy.” 

 

Leviticus 20:7 “‘Consecrate 
yourselves and be holy, because I 

am the Lord your God. “” 
 

1 Corinthians 1:2 “To the church of 
God in Corinth, to those sanctified 
in Christ Jesus and called to be his 

holy people, together with all 
those everywhere who call on the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ—

their Lord and ours.” 
 

Colossians 1:21-22 “Once you 
were alienated from God and were 
enemies in your minds because of 
your evil behaviour.  But now he 

has reconciled you by Christ’s 
physical body through death to 

present you holy in his sight, 
without blemish and free from 

accusation.” 
 

Hebrews 10:10 “And by that will, 
we have been made holy through 
the sacrifice of the body of Jesus 

Christ once for all.” 
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But God is not only holy Himself, He demands that no sin enter His presence, so Heaven 
must be holy.  Not one sin can enter His Holy City.  “Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor 
will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are 
written in the Lamb’s book of life” Revelation 1:27.    
 

Note how the sin of lying is included right 

along with the abomination of defilement!  
Even one lie is enough to exclude one from the 
holy presence of God.   
 
Satan was cast out of Heaven when sin was 
found in his heart, and every unforgiven sinner 
must be barred from the presence of the Holy 
God.  “For the Lord your God detests anyone 
who does these things, anyone who deals 
dishonestly” Deuteronomy 25:16.  When Christ 
hung on the cross as the Sin-bearer for man’s 
sin, God the Father had to hide His face from 
His own Son.  Jesus cried out, “My God, My 
God, why has thou forsaken me?”  How then 
can guilty sinners ever hope to stand before the 
holy God?  They cannot.  They need a Saviour!  
In practise our lives should reflect our position in Christ. 
 
 
H: God is the Righteous Judge 
Psalm 11:4-6 “The Lord is in his holy temple; the Lord is on His heavenly throne. He 
observes everyone on earth; His eyes examine them. The Lord examines the righteous, 
but the wicked, those who love violence, He hates with a passion. On the wicked He will 
rain fiery coals and burning sulphur; a scorching wind will be their lot.” 
 
God must always judge sin.  His justice is not blind;  His holiness demands the death 
penalty.  Because God knows all things, His judgement is righteous.  “Far be it from you 
to do such a thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous and the 

wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?” Genesis 18:25.  But God can never overlook sin. 

 
Christ will actually be the Judge some day (John 5:22 “Moreover, the Father judges no 
one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son.”).  Because He died for man’s sins, He 
will be the One to judge those who reject His salvation.  What a terrible thing it would be 
if this lesson ended with this theme.  But it does. 
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Christ is Holy 
1 Peter 2:22  

“He committed no sin, and no 
deceit was found in his 

mouth.”  
 
 

The Holy Spirit is Holy 
Romans 1:4  

“And who through the Spirit of 
holiness was appointed the 
Son of God in power by his 

resurrection from the 
dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.“ 
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I: God is Love 
Romans 5:8 “But God demonstrates 
His own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 
 
Although God’s holiness cuts man 
from the presence of God, and 
although His justice demands the 
death penalty, yet God’s love has 
provided a way of salvation to take 
sin away.  That “way” is a Person, 
God Himself—”Christ died for our 
sins.”  God hates sin, but He loves the soul of the sinners.  The love of God is poured out 
upon a guilty world by the blood of Jesus Christ that was shed on Calvary for our sin.  
His atonement is sufficient for the whole world, but efficient only to those who receive 
Him as their personal Saviour.  “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which is lost,” Luke 19:10.  At the Cross justice and love embraced. 
 
Note this, however;  the salvation provided and offered by Christ’s death is only to 
those who receive Him.  Every promise of salvation is hinged on the words, “he that 
believeth” (receiveth).  Our part is to receive the Saviour, and God is the One to save us  
from sin and hell.  Just analyse the most well-known verse in the Bible: 

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. “ 

 
There are 5 parts to the verse—let us see which parts are ours and which parts are 
God’s: 
 
Four parts are God’s work, and only one part is ours. 
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God’s Part Our Part 

For God so loved the world that  

He gave His only begotten son 

 

 That whosoever believeth in Him 

(receives Christ as personal Saviour) 

Should not perish……………  

but have everlasting life. 

 



 4 

But although God has already done His part and loved us and provided a Saviour for us, 
He cannot take His next part to keep us from hell, and give us eternal life until we do 
our part.    Our only part is to receive Him.  Just as in a game of chess—God cannot take 
a second turn until we take our turn.  So our free will holds back the power of God to 
save.  It we are lost, it is because we reject God’s way of salvation. 
 

So many people think, “If God is a God of love, He could never send anyone to hell!”  
Yes, God is a is a God of love, but He is also a God of holiness and justice.  Those who 
neglect His way of salvation and trample under foot the Son of God deserve eternal 
separation from God.  See Matthew 25:41 ““Then he will say to those on his left, 
‘Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels.”” 
 

God has placed stop signs on the road to hell.   

The first warning is His Word.  Those who pass up the Word of God are passing up 

God’s warning of sin and hell.  Then too, God has placed Christians as stop signs to 

warn men to flee from the wrath to come.  The trouble is that these stop signs are not 
always in working order!  If our Christian life is not consistent, we may be the cause of 
someone passing on into eternity without God and without hope.   
Some Christians are like obscured or faulty signs– not in working condition.  We are 
responsible for more than seeing that we get to Heaven ourselves, we are responsible 
to be a witness to others.   
 

The other stop sign that God has placed on our life’s road is His own Son.  Those who 

pass the Word of God, reject the witness of the saints of God, and neglect the Son of 
God, deserve everlasting hell.  Provision for sinners is salvation through the atoning 
sacrifices for sin in accepting or rejecting.  There is a choice, there is no excuse—refer 
Romans 1:20. 
 

J: God is Faithful and True 
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness.” 
2 Timothy 2:13 “f we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot disown Himself.” 
 

Our salvation does not depend upon our feelings or our works, but upon the faithful 
keeping power of God.  He promises eternal life to those who receive Him, and He 
cannot lie.  We have eternal life and shall never perish;  that is His promise.  We take 
Him as our Saviour, and then He takes us to heaven.  Our part is to receive Him, His part 
is to save us. No condemnation to those in Christ—refer Romans 8:1-4. 
 

“The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it” I Thessalonians 5:24.  “...being fully 
persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised” Romans 4:21.  Yes, joy and 
peace and assurance do come to fill the life of a Christian, but that is not our proof of 
salvation; our proof is God will keep His Word.  We are saved through faith in a faithful 
God.  He indeed is faithful.  He will not let go of you. 


