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WIPE AWAY THE TEARS 
Bruce Woolard 

 
“And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes and there will 

be no more pain, neither sorrow, nor crying for all these things 
are passed away.” 

Revelation 21:4 
 

FOREWORD 
 

he fact that you are reading this book is an indication that you 
are on the road to recovery.  The past few days, weeks, 

months or years have left you feeling that life is senseless.  What 
you are going though seems like a bad dream.  The trauma of 
losing a loved one is the most devastating emotion one can 
experience.  The “ifs” and “whys” compounded with anger and 
sometimes guilt can drive one to the brink of insanity.  Let me 
assure you that as you read the pages of this book you will 
encounter the truth about life and death.  You will find comfort 
and strength, hope will be restored.  You will begin to see life 
from a totally new perspective.  Remember, and go on 
remembering that you will get better, life will improve, you will 
survive and the future will hold greater promises for you. 
 
Do not fear tomorrow – God will take care of you.  God is bigger 
than your fears.  Yesterday, we call the past, tomorrow, we call 
the future, today, is a gift and that’s why we call it the present.  
 
An unopened gift is worthless. Learn to embrace God’s promises 
of a better life. 
  

 

T 



 

 

STAGES OF GRIEF 
 
This is the most difficult time of your life. You are suffering from 
grief. There are cycles of healing to the pattern of grief and 
sorrow.  Some individuals grieve over a longer period of time 
than others.  This sense of loss will always be felt but through 
God’s grace you will learn to live again with the hope of being 
reunited with your loved one in God’s time and purpose- 
(Ecclesiastes 3.) 
 

THE CYCLE OF GRIEF 
 

Did you know there are seven stages to the cycle of grief? 
 

SHOCK 
 
Receiving the news that your loved one has passed away left you 
devastated.  The initial shock left you with an intense feeling of 
inner paralysis.  You felt numb, shattered, bruised and broken.  It 
still does not seem real. – Why? What for? It seems so senseless! 
Are some of the questions you ask as you grapple with emotional 
shock. 
 

RELEASE 
 

Often an emotional release of crying follows as  friends and 
relatives try to console you.  Just seeing their faces and hearing 
their words evokes a wave of sorrow.  Do not suppress this 
emotion – control it - then gently release your feelings.  
Remember that weeping serves as a means of releasing inner 
emotions. Crying will relieve the emotional pressure and will 
purge you of the inner pain and hurt 

 



 

 

LONELINESS 
 

One is often left lonely and depressed, this is relative, and subject 
to the degree of dependence you had in the deceased.  You 
prefer to avoid people and you may have difficulty in sleeping.  
You want to be alone.  Life seems so unfair and unreal.  This stage 
in the cycle of grief is a dark period as life appears to be 
abnormal, hopeless and purposeless.  You are in a deep state of 
mourning. The sunlight of God’s Presence will soon flood into the 
dark sorrow of your soul and over time you will recover.  Do not 
be afraid to talk about your feelings – write a letter to someone 
special and tell them how you feel.  In fact write your thoughts in 
a scrap book.  It will assist your mind in coping with the overload.  
 

GUILT 
 

  “I could have done more” or “I should have done something” is 
a natural feeling in the process of coming to terms with the 
reality of the crisis you are experiencing.  Do not punish yourself 
with guilt.  All of us make mistakes; do not condemn yourself for 
those mistakes.  God understands   the reason why and there are 
some things that we cannot change.  Learn to close the door on 
these foreign feelings of guilt and despair.  Do not let guilt 
dominate your soul – release it and it will fly away. 

 
ANGER 

 
Anger is an emotion that is a further stage in the cycle of healing.  
One may feel angry with the medical profession, angry with 
friends and relatives for not showing enough care or empathy, 
angry with God, even asking “Why did God do this to me?”  I have 
known people who became resentful toward their loved one who 
has passed away, exclaiming, “How could you leave me alone?” 



 

 

or “Life is unfair” – God understands your anger, He will forgive 
and help you to cope with the inner anger that burns like a fire in 
your soul. 
 

MEMORIES 
 

Memories of the past, the happy times, the sad times, the 
moments of great joy and contentment and also the times of 
detachment and disagreement often surface from the memory 
bank of our minds.  One tries to relive the past.  You want to talk 
about the past and probably feel apathetic about the future.  “I 
couldn’t care less” or “I can’t get on with my life anymore” are 
some of the statements that become the order of the day. Learn 
to rewrite your past and highlight the pleasant memories – they 
will give you hope. The time will come when these memories will 
be the bedrock for your stability. 
 

RETURN OF HOPE 
 

It has been said that the cycle of healing in terms of grief and 
sorrow can sometimes last for two years but the time will arrive 
when you feel that life must go on.  “I will be able to cope,”  “God 
will help me to get over this.”  This is the stage of acceptance, 
accepting that death is part of living.  It is an inevitable 
appointment that each of us will have to keep.  You will now be 
ready to admit your loss and begin to adjust to the new 
challenges.  This is a time for personal growth and character 
building as you hold on tenaciously to your faith, your values and 
your God – it is a time when you will learn to live again. 
 
Sometimes the stages of grief will merge and overlap.  The bereft 
may feel a release from the phase of suffering, only to find it 
return later on, and remember that people mean well when 



 

 

sympathising with you.  Sometimes their words will appear to be 
glib or meaningless and this will irritate you.  Some people will 
feel that your mourning period is over and they will tell you to 
pull yourself together – don’t get angry with such people, they 
are acting in your interest albeit insensitively.  Forgive them and 
look beyond their words and see their motive.  Do not be 
surprised if people try to avoid you – this is because they feel 
uncomfortable and do not know what to say.  There is a Friend 
who has entered into the cycle of healing with you.  He is the 
Gentleman of the universe, the God who is revealed in and 
through the Scriptures.  He promises never to leave you, neither 
to forsake you.  He is with you to wipe away your tears.  
 

Another look at grief 
 

1 SHOCK – Stunned- Bewildered – Confused  

2 NUMBNESS – Emotional limbo – detached from reality 

3 ANGER – Angry with the events – doctor – friends – God 

4 GUILT – Inflict yourself with feelings of guilt – I should have 

done more – Why did I? 

5 MEMORIES – Flashbacks of times shared together 

6 ACCEPTANCE – Accept the reality and bring a closure to the 

grief and trauma 

7 LIFE – Choose to live again – change the home environment 

– look for new challenges 



 

 

HOPE BEYOND 
 

Over the past two decades I have officiated at hundreds of 
funeral services.  The words that I have spoken at memorial 
services have always been sensitively chosen.  I realise that it is 
difficult to always fully understand the circumstances and the 
pain that loved ones feel when they say their last good-bye.  I 
have also been touched with the pain of losing a dear one but 
there is hope beyond the grave.  We can either choose to accept 
this fact and find comfort in it or we can deny the reality of 
another world and be poorer for it.  The choice is ours.  Let us 
consider the make-up of every human being. 

 

THE THREE-FOLD MAKE-UP OF MAN 
 

There are three distinct components to an individual.  No one 
person is the same.  Twenty-six billion people have lived on this 
planet in the past 6000 years and not one person has been 
identical in their personal make-up.  Yes!  There may be physical 
likenesses, but as for personality and psyche, we are all different.  
As our faces differ, so do our temperaments differ.  The DNA in 
our bloodstream is our own, genetic, personal identity.  If you 
look at your thumbprint, it bears testimony to your uniqueness 
and individuality.  If we are so different physically, and can be 
identified as such, how much more should we not realise the 
uniqueness of the human soul.  We have a physical body, we 
have a personal soul and we have a spiritual dimension to our 
three-fold make-up.  If the physical body dies, we have a promise 
from God that our personality or soul enters into a spiritual 
realm.  It’s a new world of eternal peace and divine activity. 
 
 



 

 

THERE IS MORE TO LIFE 
 

This is a story about twins, sister and brother, talking to each 
other in the womb.  The little sister said to her little brother: “I 
believe that there is life after birth!”  Her brother protested 
vehemently: “No, no, this is all there is.  This is a dark and cosy 
place, and we have nothing else to do but to cling on to the cord 
that feeds us.”  But the little girl insisted:  “There must be 
something more than this dark place, there must be something 
else where there is light and freedom to move.”  Still she could 
not convince her twin brother. 
 
Then after some silence, she said hesitantly: “I have something 
else to say, and I am afraid you won’t believe that either, but I 
think there is a mother!”  Her little brother now became furious: 
“A mother, a mother,” he shouted, “What are you talking about?  
I have never seen a mother and neither have you.  Who put that 
idea in your head?  As I told you, this place is all we have!  Why 
do you always want more?  This is not such a bad place after all.  
We have all we need, so let’s be content.” 
 
The little sister was quite overwhelmed by her brother’s response 
and for a while didn’t dare to say anything more, but she couldn’t 
let go of her thoughts, and since there was nobody else to speak 
to but her twin brother, she finally said: “Don’t you feel these 
squeezes every once in a while?  They really are quite unpleasant 
and sometimes even painful.  “Yes” he answered. “What’s special 
about that?”  “Well,” the sister said, “I think that these squeezes 
are preparing us for another place, much more beautiful than 
this, where we will see our mother face to face!  Don’t you think 
that’s exciting?” 
 



 

 

Her little brother didn’t answer.  He was fed up with the foolish 
talk of his sister and felt that the best thing was simply to ignore 
her and hope that she would leave him alone.  Little did he realise 
what was to come! 
 
This little story may help us to think about death in a new way.  
We can live as if this life were all we had and that death is simply 
absurd, and that we had better not talk about it; or we can 
choose to claim our divine childhood and trust that death is the 
painful, but blessed passage that will bring us face to face with 
our God and the eternal world of heaven. 
 



 

 

THE BUTTERFLY 
 
  

I want you to imagine the awful existence of a caterpillar, that 
little ugly worm often found in the garden.  He spends his life 
grovelling and squirming in the dirt.  He merely exists from day to 
day.  He is an insignificant little creature and if he could reason 
with a level of human intelligence, he would say, “I wish I could 
be like other creatures in the garden, like the birds that soar or 
the bees that pollinate the flowers.”  But, he thinks, “that will 
never be, I am to spend my whole life dreaming and hoping.”  
One day, in the process of nature, he spins himself into a cocoon 
and as time runs its course a wonderful change or 
metamorphosis takes place.  To the uninformed the caterpillar 
has entered into a tomb of death.  The caterpillar is going to die – 
it will never again crawl from one branch of a tree to another.  
But as we wait and observe nature’s order, we witness the 
breaking open of the chrysalis and emerging out of this “tomb” 
comes a radiant butterfly with multi-coloured wings.  There is a 
major transformation!  For the first time it stretches its wings and 
takes off with a new kind of power – the power of flight.  Now 
instead of swallowing dust and eating leaves and existing from 
day to day without direction, it now flies from flower to the next 
enjoying the sweet nectar in God’s wonderful garden.  
Remember a butterfly was once a caterpillar. 
 
This is a practical illustration of what happens when we lose a 
loved one.  Living on this earth can never be compared with the 
majesty and glory of heaven.  To be absent from the physical 
body means to be present with the Lord. (2 Corinthians 5:8)  The 
caterpillar has to shed its skin to find within itself the full 
potential of its existence and life, and so it is with every human 



 

 

being.  Before we can soar into the realm of heaven, we need to 
discard of our outer shell, our physical body.  Imagine your loved 
one meeting friends and relatives who have gone on before. The 
reunion, the laughter, the fellowship – it must be truly “out of 
this world!”  We will recognise each other and we will meet 
again.  This is God’s promise. 



 

 

THE CANDLE 
 

When one sees a candle burning on the mantelpiece, you will 
notice that it has three parts to it – the wax, the wick and the 
flame.  The whole character of the candle is determined by these 
three components.  It has been designed to give light.  If I should 
extinguish the flame of the candle, I eliminate one feature of its 
three-fold character but I do not destroy the wax or the wick – 
the candle is still a candle and so it is with our lives.  When the 
physical flame is extinguished and death occurs, your personality 
and your spirit will still be intact.  You will possess the features 
that make you who you are.  You r life will be rekindled in the 
new world and you will continue to live a life created by God. 
 
Every time you see a candle glowing, remember that it is a 
reminder of eternity and the value of every human being.  May 
this illustration help to bring you out of the darkness of despair 
into the light of His truth concerning the destiny of loved ones. 



 

 

A NEW HOME 
  

Religion is the biggest obstacle between God and man.  All 
religions do not lead to the same destiny.  The definition of 
“religion” is man’s attempt to find God.  Is God lost?  The truth is 
that mankind is lost, wandering in the desert of confusion.  Yes, 
we are lost and God is searching for us.  This is the precise 
meaning of Christianity.  Religion is a RITUAL, Christianity is a 
RELATIONSHIP.  Our Lord said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life, no man can come to the Father except through Me.” (John 
14:6)  There are many people who are unchurched and they do 
not have the desire to attend Church on Sundays – the services 
are boring or irrelevant and some have been hurt by Church 
people and they have cut themselves off from religion because of 
poor representatives.  Your relationship with God is not 
determined by ritual and Church attendance.  One does not go to 
church to be a Christian – but one should desire to go to church 
because you ARE a Christian.  The fact that a person does not go 
to church does not mean that he or she does not or cannot know 
the Savour, Jesus Christ. 
 
Mr. Jones was an elderly man who was diagnosed with cancer.  
The local village folk who attended church regularly were 
concerned about his eternal destiny.  They sent the Pastor of the 
community to visit the ageing man.  The minister informed Mr. 
Jones of the congregation’s concern, and stressed that they were 
alarmed that Mr. Jones had lived in the village for decades and 
had never put his foot across the threshold of the church.  Mr. 
Jones responded and said: “With respect Reverend, please tell 
your congregation not to worry about me.  My house is old, the 
roof is leaking, the walls are cracked and the floor is creaking, but 



 

 

soon I will be leaving this house for a new home that God has 
prepared for me in the heavens.”   
 
“For we know that if our earthly house is destroyed, we have a 
new building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens.” 

2 CORINTHIANS 5:1 



 

 

THE LORD IS MY SHEPHERD 
 

Psalm 23 has been a source of comfort to many but I do not 
believe that we have examined the content of this inspiring 
passage of Scripture closely enough. 
 
The first verse says: “The Lord is my Shepherd.”  The Psalmist 
personalises the relationship between God and the believer.  He 
is not just “the Shepherd” in a general sense, but He is YOUR 
Shepherd, MY Shepherd.  There is a personal bond between the 
Shepherd and the sheep.  If we know God in this intimate way, 
there is really nothing else that we ever need.  We won’t desire 
our own will or our own way; we will find total satisfaction and 
fulfilment in Him. When the shepherd had found a pasture for 
grazing, if it was rich and nutritional, there he would spend time 
with the sheep – they would lie down and find comfort and 
solace.  So it is in our relationship with our Lord.  He leads us into 
areas of life that will feed our hungry souls and will serve to build 
us up as His people. 
 
The Psalmist goes on to say “He leads me beside still waters.”  
These still waters imply waters of safety where there are no 
rapids that could sweep down stream.  It also refers to 
unpolluted waters that will restore refreshing life to the sheep. 
 
“He will lead me in the paths of righteousness”  - This word 
righteousness means “right conduct” and if we will follow the 
Lord as the sheep follow the Shepherd, we will conduct our lives 
in honour of Him, our Lord and Saviour. 
 
“Yea though I walk through the valley” – A valley is often found 
between two mountains.  Take particular note of the words used 



 

 

in this verse – you will walk THROUGH the valley.  Death is only a 
valley and we will pass through it.  This suggests to our minds 
that going through the valley will mean arriving on the other side.  
 
“.… of the shadow of death” -  A lovely story is told by Rev. 
Barnhouse, a preacher of the gospel and one familiar with public 
speaking, who used illustrations as pictures to explain the truths 
of the Bible.  His young wife had died and his five-year-old 
daughter asked him a pertinent question:  “If Jesus died for us, 
why did Mommy have to die?”  The experienced pastor could 
find no illustration to answer his little girl’s probing question 
simplistically.  On the day of the funeral whilst travelling in the 
procession from the church to the cemetery, the convoy of 
vehicles came to a halt.  A large truck had broken down in the 
road and was blocking the thoroughfare.  Rev. Barnhouse noticed 
that the shadow of the truck was cast across the road.  He turned 
to his little girl and asked “If you had a choice, would you prefer 
that large truck in front of us to drive over you or would you 
prefer just the shadow to pass over you?”  His little daughter 
responded with these words: “Of course daddy, just the 
shadow!”  And with divine wisdom he explained that when Jesus 
Christ died on the cross of Calvary, He experienced the “truck” of 
sin passing over Him so that when death occurs for us, it will only 
be a “shadow” of the real thing. 
 
“I will fear no evil for you are with me” There is much about death 
that is foreign and alien to our world.  One moment we can be 
with our loved one and the next they are gone, taken away by 
some mystic force that leaves us feeling the presence of evil.  The 
Psalmist reminds us that we do not have to fear this moment of 
darkness because we are assured of His presence, He will never 
leave you neither will He forsake you. 
 



 

 

“Your rod and staff, they comfort me” The shepherd's rod was 
used to count the sheep.  This is a reminder that God knows all 
those who belong to Him – He knows you by name.  The staff was 
used to fend off the predators in protection of the sheep.  The 
rod therefore speaks of one’s identity that is known by God and 
the staff speaks of our spiritual security.  We can find comfort in 
this truth. 
 
You prepare a table before my enemies….”  We are reminded in 
Scripture that the Lord promises that He has gone to prepare a 
place for us and as we face the presence of the enemy of life, 
namely death, we know that we enter into the doorway of 
heaven where He has prepared a banqueting table for our home-
coming. 
 
“You anoint my head with oil.”  In Biblical times a shepherd would 
pour special oil or fragrance over the head of the sheep to keep 
away the flies and irritating pests.  As believers we are in Christ 
and therefore we have been anointed and set aside for Christ’s 
divine purpose and He has protected us from the elements of the 
world.  
 
“My cup runs over” is an expression of joy and gladness. 
 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life.”   If I walk the pathway that God has prepared for me, all the 
good and the mercy that I have desired will be ultimately mine. 
 
“And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever” If Jesus said that 
He has gone to prepare a place for us and in His Father’s house 
are many mansions, then you can take comfort in the fact that 
your loved one will spend eternity in this house prepared for all 
those that love Him.  We will one day be reunited with family and 



 

 

friends – the best for us is yet to come, but as to when and how, 
the answers are found in God’s eternal plan. 



 

 

A NEW DIMENSION 
 

As we are born into our family through physical birth, so death 
introduces us to a spiritual dimension of life.  As my personality 
needs a physical body to express itself in a material world, so I 
will need a spiritual body to express myself in an immaterial 
world.  My physical body is the vehicle I use to express my 
emotion, intellect and will.  When death occurs, my intellectual 
capacity, my emotions and my will requires another vehicle 
through which I can express myself. 
 
An analytical chemist who was an unbeliever came to a rich 
knowledge of the truth of Scripture when in his research he 
discovered that the 14 chemical elements that make up the dust 
of the earth are the same 14 chemical elements that constitute 
the human body.  This truth resulted in him paying homage to the 
Bible as the inspired Word of God. (Genesis 2:7) “And the Lord 
God formed man from the dust of the ground and breathed into 
him the breath of life.” 



 

 

WORDS OF COMFORT 
 
“He came unto his own, and his own received him not.  But as 
many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believe on His name…” 

 

JOHN 1:11-12 
 
“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in 
me.  In my Father’s house are many mansions:  If it were not so, I 
would have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am there ye may be also.  And whither I 
go ye know, and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto him, Lord, 
we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way?  
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

 

JOHN 14:1-6 
 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you.  Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.” 

  
JOHN 14:27 

 
“Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And 
whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” 

  
JOHN 11:25-26 

 



 

 

“And we know that all things work together for good to them that 
love God, to them who are called according to His purpose.” 

 ROMANS 8:28 
 
“Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 
Him that loved us.  For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

 

 ROMANS 8:37-39  
 
“But now is Christ risen from the dead and become the firstfruits 
of them that slept.  For since by man came death, by man came 
also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so 
in Christ shall al be made alive.  But every man in his own order:  
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at His 
coming.  Then cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God even the Father; when He shall have put 
down all rule and all authority and power, for He must reign till 
He has put all enemies under His feet.  The last enemy that shall 
be destroyed is death.” 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-26 
 
“But some man will say, How are the dead raised up?  And with 
what body do they come?  Thou fool, that which thou sowest is 
not quickened, except it die:  And that which thou sowest, thou 
sowest not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance 
of wheat, or of some other grain:  But God giveth it a body as it 
hath pleased Him, and to every seed his own body.  All flesh is not 
the same flesh: but there is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh 
of beasts, another of fishes and another of birds.  There are also 



 

 

celestial bodies and bodies terrestrial, but the glory of the 
celestial is one and the glory of the terrestrial is another. There is 
one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon and another 
glory of the stars: for one star differeth from another star in glory.  
So also is the resurrection of the dead.  It is sown in corruption, it 
is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonour, it is raised in 
glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power: it is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.  And so it is written, the 
first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made 
a quickening spirit.  Howbeit, that was not first that was spiritual, 
but that which is natural, and afterward that which is spiritual.  
The first man is of the earth:  The second man is the Lord from 
heaven.  And, as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall 
also bear the image of the heavenly.  Now this I say brethren, that 
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth 
corruption inherit incorruption.”  

 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:35-50              
 
“Behold, I shew you a mystery; we shall not all sleep but we shall 
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must 
put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.  So 
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption and this 
mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to 
pass the saying that is written:  Death is swallowed up in victory, 
O death, where is thy sting?  O grave, where is thy victory?  The 
sting of death is sin and the strength of sin is the law.  But thanks 
be to God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

 1 CORINTHIANS 15:51-58 
 



 

 

“But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency 
of the power may be of God and not of us.  We are troubled on 
every side, yet not distressed; We are perplexed, but not in 
despair; Persecuted, but not forsaken, Cast down but not 
destroyed; always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord 
Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our 
mortal flesh.  So then, death worketh in us, but life in you.  We 
having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believe, 
and therefore have I spoken; we also believe and therefore speak; 
Knowing that He which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise us up 
also by Jesus, and shall present us with you.  For all things are for 
your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the 
thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.  For which 
cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the 
inward man is renewed day by day for our light affliction, which is 
but for a moment worketh for us a far more exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.” 

 
 2 CORINTHIANS 4:7-18 

     
“We are confident I say, and willing rather to be absent from the 
body and to be present with the Lord.” 

 
 2 CORINTHIANS 5:8 

 
“For everything there is a season and a time to every purpose 
under the heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to 
plant and a time to pluck up that which is planted; a time to kill 
and a time to heal, a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time 



 

 

to dance; a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 
together, a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 
embracing; a time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep and a 
time to cast away; a time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to 
keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to 
hate; a time of war, and a time of peace… He hath made every 
thing beautiful in its time; also He hath set the world in their 
heart, so that no man can find out the work that God maketh 
from the beginning to the end.” 

 
ECCLESIASTES 3:1-11 

 
 
“For I know that this shall turn to my salvation through your 
prayer, and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to 
my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be 
ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ 
shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death.  
For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.”  

 
PHILIPPIANS 1:19-21 

 
 
 
 



 

 

WE WILL MEET AGAIN 
 

The narrative in Luke 16:19-31 confirms the following:  
 
Often people have inquired as to meeting their loved ones in 
heaven. 
 
 
 

 
 Will we recognise them?    

Yes 
 
 
 

 Will we be together?    
Yes 

 
 
 

 Will we remember life on earth?   
Yes 

 
 
 

 Will the Lord use us for a greater purpose in the 
heavenlies?   

Yes  



 

 

 HOPE FOR THE BEREFT  
 
 
“Why art thou cast down, O my soul? And why art thou 
disquieted within me?  Hope in God, for I shall yet praise Him 
who is the health of my countenance and my God.”  Psalm 43:5 
 

  
 

The late Cornelius Stam wrote the following and I concur with his 
views. 
 
In the thirty years of my ministry I have seen many people 
approach death and have seen a few die. 
 
Some, who knew Christ as their Saviour, were ready, even eager, 
to go to be with Him.  Some of these passed from this scene with 
songs or words of praise on their lips.  Others, who had failed to 
prepare to meet God, died in mortal fear, not merely of death, 
but of what lies beyond. 
 
The Word of God tells us that “it is appointed unto men once to 
die, but after this the judgement” (Hebrews 9:27).  It is the “after 
this” that makes men so afraid to die.  They fear the truth of 
Romans 14:12, that “every one of us shall give account of himself 
to God.” They know intuitively that they are responsible to God 
for their conduct and are afraid to be called before Him in 
judgement, especially since the Bible says that “all things are 
naked and opened to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do”  
(Hebrews 4:13). 
 



 

 

CHRIST’S DEATH FOR US 
 

But, wait I didn’t quote the entire passage about death and 
judgement in Hebrews 9:27,28.  The full passage reads as follows: 
“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the 
judgment; so Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; 
and unto them that look for Him shall appear the second time 
without (apart from) sin, unto salvation.” 
 
Note carefully the “as” and “so”.  AS it is appointed unto men 
once to die and then face God in judgement, SO “Christ was once 
offered to bear the sins of many.”  This can mean only one thing:  
that Christ died for us and bore the judgment for our sins.  In 
other words, He died, not merely physically, but suffered for us 
the pains of “the second death,” God’s terrible judgment upon 
sin. 
 
Thus Hebrews 2:9 declares that “by the grace of God” the Lord 
Jesus Christ “tasted death for every man,” and verses 14, 15 go 
on to say that He did this “that through (His) death He might… 
deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime 
subject to bondage.” 
 
How these last words describe the feelings of the great majority 
of people with regard to death!  They may joke about death and 
pretend not to fear it, but actually they go through life constantly 
fearing death – “through fear of death… all their lifetime subject 
to bondage.” 
 
Thank God, the one who has committed himself to Christ as the 
Saviour who died for his sins, is not, certainly need not be, afraid 
of death, judgment or the lake of fire, for he knows that Christ 
was “offered to bear the sins of many.”  He knows that by the 



 

 

grace of God He “tasted death for every man” and has applied 
this blessed truth in faith to himself.  And thus he is, or certainly 
should be, delivered from the fear that holds, or should hold, 
unbelievers in bondage. 
 

THE CHRISTIAN’S CONFIDENCE 
 

The true Christian acknowledges that he is a sinner and deserves 
the condemnation of God, but he believes “the gospel (good 
news) of the grace of God,” that Christ was “once offered to bear 
the sins of many,” that He “tasted death for every man,” and 
believing this, he has committed himself in faith to Christ as his 
Saviour.  He rests on God’s promises about salvation through 
Christ and rejoices in Scripture passages like the following: 
 
“For the wages of sin is death, but THE GIFT OF GOD is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23). 
 
“Being JUSTIFIED FREELY BY HIS GRACE, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus” (Romans 3:24) 
 
“For BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED, THROUGH FAITH, and that not of 
yourselves; IT IS THE FREE GIFT OF GOD. 
“Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are His 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 
2:8-10). 
 
“(Christ) was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for  
(Lt., on account of ) our justification.” 
“Therefore BEING JUSTIFIED BY FAITH, WE HAVE PEACE WITH God 
THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.” ( Romans 4:25; 5:1). 
 



 

 

“There is therefore now NO CONDEMNATION (Lit., judgment) to 
them that are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1) 
 

THE BELIEVER’S HOPE 
 

Let me say right here that the word “hope” most frequently used 
in the New Testament Scriptures does not mean to wish for, but 
rather denotes eager anticipation or a confident expectation of 
good things to come.  Thus Hebrews 6:11 speaks of “the full 
assurance of hope” and verse 19 adds:  “which hope we have as 
an anchor to the soul, both sure and steadfast…” 
 
With this in mind it is significant that Paul, by the Spirit, wrote to 
the Thessalonian believers about their departed loved ones, 
exhorting them not to sorrow “as others which have no hope.” 
 
We believers may indeed mourn the  loss of Christian loved ones, 
but we do not mourn their fate, for we are assured of their 
greater blessedness in the life that follows this.  Hear Paul’s 
Spirit-inspired words: 
 
“We are CONFIDENT…and WILLING RATHER to be absent from 
the body, and to be PRESENT WITH THE LORD”  (II Corinthians 
5:8). 
 
“For to me to live is Christ, and TO DIE IS GAIN” (Philippians 1:21). 
 
“…TO DEPART AND TO BE WITH CHRIST…IS FAR BETTER”   
(Philippians 1:23). 
 
The declaration that “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death 
of His saints”  (Psalm 116:15 ) is more significant now than when 
it was first written. 



 

 

 
The souls and spirits of the Christian dead have left their bodies 
to go to be with Christ and are already “far better” off than we, 
but even this is not all, for we read in 1 Corinthians 15:51-54: 
 “Behold, I show you a mystery (Lt., I tell you a secret); we shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed; In a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be 
changed.  For this corruptible  must put on incorruptibility, and 
this mortal must put on immortality. So when this corruptible 
shall have put on incorruptibility, and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality, THEN SHALL BE BROUGHT TO PASS THE SAYING 
THAT IS WRITTEN:  DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY.” 
 
In 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 the apostle goes into greater detail 
and shows how this is the basis upon which bereaved Christians 
may comfort one another: 
“For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God; and 
THE DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST: 
“THEN WE WHICH ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN SHALL BE CAUGHT UP 
TOGETHER WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS TO MEET THE LORD IN 
THE AIR: AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE LORD. 
WHEREFORE COMFORT ONE ANOTHER WITH THESE WORDS.” 
 
This present “dispensation of the grace of God” will be brought to 
a close with the coming of Christ for His own, whether living or 
dead, “and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 
Blessed prospect! 
 
The Apostle Paul, by divine inspiration calls this great event the 
believer’s “blessed hope”: 
 



 

 

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”  (Titus 2:13) 

 

THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL DESCEND 
 

The first and most significant reason why the apostle designates 
the Lord’s return for His own as “blessed,” is because “the Lord 
Himself shall descend from heaven” to come for us (1 
Thessalonians 4:16). 
 
The terminology immediately suggests both His greatness and His 
gracious condescension.  The story is told of a humble Northern 
private in the Civil War, who lay in a hospital tent slowly 
recovering from a serious wound. One day he fell off to sleep, to 
be awakened again by a gentle stroke on his forehead.  As he 
looked up, there stood the President himself, offering words of 
comfort and encouragement.  No more had Lincoln left that 
bedside than the lad sat up and wrote a letter to his mother.  “To 
think,” he wrote, “that the President of the United States would 
stop and talk to me!” 
This illustration is, of course, a feeble one, for what human 
anecdote could adequately describe the condescension of our 
Lord, exalted far above all principality, and power and might, and 
dominion and every name that is named,” in coming personally 
to conduct us poor, undeserving creatures to heaven? 
 

THE WHOLE BODY WILL BE UNITED 
 

How blessed to know that the members of the Body of Christ, 
now constantly divided by schism, geographical distance and 
death, will some day be gloriously and eternally united!  We shall 
all be “caught up together” (1 Thessalonians 4:17). 



 

 

 
No more separation then, not even by physical distance!  We 
have heard Christian people express their desires to be “right 
near the Lord Himself,” or to “sit next to Paul” or some other 
worthy, in heaven, but if this were necessary for fellowship there, 
heaven would be no improvement over earth.  Now we are 
limited in many ways.  In our present finite condition our senses 
soon become clogged and confused.  We stand on a hillside and 
our eyes can take in but a limited view, our ears can hear but a 
few sounds, our nostrils can smell the fragrance of but a few 
flowers and our minds can think but a few thoughts.  But then 
these limitations of our faculties will disappear and, partaking of 
omniscience, we shall enjoy full and intimate communication 
with all other believers, just as our Lord can now have intimate 
personal communion with multitudes of individuals all at the 
same time. 

 
ANGELS WILL BE OUR ESCORT 

 
“Caught up together… in the clouds!”  (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 
Well does the writer recall his childhood thoughts at the 
appearance of any dismal cloudy day.  “This might be the day,” he 
thought, “for does not Revelation 1:7 say:  “Behold, He cometh 
with clouds?” 
 
But the clouds in which our Lord will return to earth and into 
which we will be caught up when He comes for us, are not rain  
clouds.  Any multitude or host is spoken of in the Bible as a 
“cloud.”  Referring to believers gone before, the apostle says in 
Hebrews 12:1: 
“Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a 
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 



 

 

doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that 
is set before us.” 
 
When the Lord led Israel through the wilderness, His guiding 
presence was veiled in what appeared as a pillar of fire by night.  
This was the Shekinah Cloud, the host of His attending angels. 
 
At His incarnation “the glory of the Lord” shone about the 
shepherds, and there was with the announcing angel “a 
multitude of the heavenly host” (Luke 2:9,13).  At His 
transfiguration “a bright cloud overshadowed them” (Matthew 
17:5).  At His ascension “a cloud received Him out of their sight” 
(Acts 1:9).  At His coming for us we will be “Caught up in the 
clouds” to meet Him (1 Thessalonians 4:17).  And finally, at His 
return to earth to reign He will come “in the clouds of heaven” 
(Matthew 26:64) i.e., He will be revealed from heaven with His 
mighty angels”  (2 Thessalonians 1:7). 
 

WE SHALL BE CHANGED 
 

“Caught up in the air” (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 
 

The fact that we shall be caught up above the atmosphere seems 
to indicate that some great physical change will take place when 
our Lord returns?  Will the law of gravity be suspended?  It is not 
the atmosphere that will change but our human bodies will take 
on immortality.  And this too is part of “that blessed hope.” 
 
In writing to the Corinthian believers the apostle says:  “Behold, I 
show you a mystery (Secret): we shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed” (1 Corinthians 15:51). 
 



 

 

“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, 
and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on 
incorruptible, and this mortal must put on immortality” Verse 52, 
53) 
”For our citizenship is in heaven; from whence also we look for the 
saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ; who shall change our vile body, that 
it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the 
working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto 
Himself” (Philippians 3:20,21). 
 

EVER WITH THE LORD 
 

“And so shall we ever be with the Lord.”   (1 Thessalonians 4:17). 
 

This indicates clearly that the reason our Lord will come for 
Himself  is because He loves us and wants us for Himself.  Yes, 
“Christ… loved the Church, and gave Himself for it,” that some 
day He might “present it to Himself a glorious Church not having 
spot, or wrinkle or any such thing…” (Ephesians 5:25-27). 
 



 

 

BEREFT FRIEND, ARE YOU READY? 
 

It may that this pamphlet has fallen into the hands of one who 
has suffered the truly great loss of a loved one who was not 
prepared to die.  To such we can only say the following: 
 
Seldom, if ever, do we know what goes on in the minds and 
hearts of the unsaved when the actual time of death arrives.  
Hence, while we know that God cannot justify men apart from 
faith in Christ, we also know that He is very gracious and may 
sometimes reveal Himself to the unsaved in the last moments of 
their lives. 
 
This, however, is nothing to depend upon.  The important thing is 
to be ready yourself. 
 
When the Apostle Paul reasoned with Felix about righteousness, 
self control and judgement to come, “Felix trembled and 
answered, “Go thy way for this time, when I have a convenient 
season I will call for thee” (Acts 24:25).  And Felix did find at least 
a few convenient seasons, but he evidently never got to the place 
where he was willing to confess that he was the sinner for whom 
Christ died.  Some historians tell us that he finally committed 
suicide. 
 
This is why Paul, by the Spirit, urges: 
“We then as workers together with God, beseech you also that ye 
RECEIVE NOT THE GRACE OF GOD IN VAIN…BEHOLD NOW IS THE 
ACCEPTED TIME; BEHOLD, NOW IS THE DAY OF SALVATION” (2 
Corinthians 6:1,2). 
 
Don’t be foolish, dear friend, and fritter away the precious days 
and hours.  “God is not mocked,” but He is GRACIOUS AND STILL 



 

 

GIVES YOU “now” – this moment to trust in Christ as your Saviour 
and be saved.  Why not do it – now? 
 
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that  whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life” (John 3:16) 
 

“BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST AND THOU SHALT BE 
SAVED” 

(Acts 16:31) 



 

 

THE OYSTER 
 

A grain of sand penetrates the tender flesh of a young oyster.  
The discomfort of the intruder brings much distress and pain.  
The tiny oyster opens its shell, hoping that the seawater will flush 
out the grain of sand, but this is nature’s way of pushing the sand 
deeper into the flesh, adding to the misery of the little creature. 
It struggles again and again, but to no avail.  It then begins to 
secrete a white substance to cover the rough edges of the grain 
of sand.  This process continues until the oyster develops a pearl 
of great value.  So it is with the crises of life – God can help us to 
turn our problem into a precious pearl, our tragedy into a 
triumph, and our obstacles into stepping-stones. 
 
“Therefore if any man be in Christ he is a new creature:  old things 
are passed away; behold all things are become new.” 

 
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

GOOD-BYE, TILL MORNING COMES AGAIN 
 
 

“Good-bye, till morning comes again,” 
We Part, if part we must, with pain, 
But night is short and hope is sweet, 

Faith fills our hearts, and wings our feet; 
And so we sing the old refrain, 

“Good-bye, till morning comes again.” 
“Good-bye, till morning comes again,” 
The thought of death brings weight of 

pain. 
But could we know how short the night 

That falls and hides them from our sight, 
Our hearts would sing the old refrain, 
“Good-bye, till morning comes again.” 

 
-Author Unknown 

 
 
 
 



 

 

THE WEAVER 
Origin Unknown 

My life is but a weaving  
Between my Lord and me; 

I cannot choose the colours, 
He worketh steadily. 

 
Oft-times He weaveth sorrow. 

And I, in foolish pride 
Forget He sees the upper. 

And I the under side. 
 

Not till the loom is silent 
And the shuttles cease to fly. 
Shall God unroll the canvas 

And explain the reason why. 
 

The dark threads are as needful. 
In the Weaver’s skilful hand. 

As the threads of gold and silver 
In the pattern he has planned 

 
He knows, He loves, He cares 
Nothing this truth can dim; 

He gives the very best to those. 
Who leave the choice with Him 

 



 

 

 

1. GOD’S PLAN – PEACE AND LIFE. 
 

God loves you and wants you to experience His 
peace and life.  The BIBLE says “For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life” John 3:16. 
 

 

2. THE PROBLEM SEPERATION 
 

Being at peace with God is not 
automatic because you by nature are 
separated from God.  The BIBLE says, 
“For all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God”.  Romans 3:23. 
 
 

3. GOD’S REMEDY – THE CROSS 
 

God’s love bridges the gap of separation between God 
and you.  When Jesus Christ died on the Cross and rose 
from the grave, He paid the penalty 
for your sins.  The BIBLE says “He 
personally carried the load of our 
sins in his own body when he died 
on the cross…” 1 Peter 2:24. 

 

Man has tried to 
bridge this gulf in 

many ways. 

MAN 
(Sinful) 

GOD 
(Holy) 

MAN 
(Sinful) 

GOD 
(Holy) 

CHRIST 



 

 

Sin 

 Guilt 

Separation 

Frustration  

Lack of 

purpose    

Forgiveness 

Peace 

Abundant life. 

Eternal life.   

MAN GOD 
CHRIST 

 

4. RECEIVE CHRIST 
 

You cross the bridge into 
God’s family when you 
receive Christ by personal 
invitation.  The BIBLE says 
“But as many as received 
Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, even 
 to those who believe in His name…”  John 1:12. 

 
 
WHAT TO PRAY: 
 
“Dear Lord Jesus, 
I know that I am a sinner. I believe you died for my sins.  
Right now, I turn from my sins and open the door of my 
heart and life.  I receive you as my personal Lord and 
Saviour.  Thank you for saving me.  Amen”. 
 

Read ROMANS 10:9 
 
 



 

 

 

1. YOU ARE SAVED 

 
Read and complete the following answers. 
 
The BIBLE says “Behold I stand at the door and knock; if 
any man hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in 
to him and will sup with him, and he with me” Rev 3:20. 

 
The BIBLE says “Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved.”   Romans 10:13.  

 

2. YOU ARE A CHILD OF GOD. 

 
The BIBLE says “But as many as received Him, to them He 
gave the right to become children of God, even to those 
who believe in His name.”  John 1:12. 
 
What happened when you received Him? 
 
I became a  _________________________ 
 

3. YOU HAVE ETERNAL LIFE. 

 
The BIBLE says “For God so loved the world that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life” John3: 16. 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Now that you believe in Jesus Christ, what can you say 
with assurance? 

I have received Christ as my S________________ 
 

Review the following questions and answers: 

  

How do you know that you 
are saved? 

Because God says it 
in his Word. - Rom 
10:9 

 
How do you know that you 
are a child of God.? 

 
I believe it in my 
heart. - Rom.10:10. 

 
How do you know you have 
eternal life? 

 
The Bible declares 
it. - 1 Jn.5:13 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 

My Dear Friend 
 

For more than 30 years I have counselled 

grieving families.  Many have been struck 

with guilt and despair.  Others have 

become bitter and angry with life.  I am 

confident that this book will bring 

comfort to you and give you hope to meet 

the challenges of each new day. 
 

God is with you. 

 

God never gives up.  Why should you? 
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