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This article was written by Bruce in 2008.  After listening 

to his inspiring sermon on Sunday 17th February 2019 

entitled “Who are you?” the publisher thought it very fitting 

to reprint this item. 

He spent his life grovelling and squirming out an 
existence.  Why was life so difficult for him?  His 
circumstances and very nature limited him from 
progress.  Everyday was a battle for Him.  
Survival in his neighbourhood was a daily 
challenge.  Life for him was lonely and he 
seemed so unattractive, so detached from the 
beautiful, colourful world that others blissfully 
enjoyed.  How he longed to be free.  Shall he 
quit, give up on life and simply cease to exist?  
Despondent, depressed with dark thoughts 
plaguing his mind, he was forced to change his 
attitude in order to ignite new hope.  Without 
hope in one’s life there is very little inspiration 
and motivation to meet the challenges that life 

throws at one.   

His thoughts haunted him, but he hoped that a 
gradual and slow process would yield amazing 
results.  The time for change had arrived.  His 
focus now was on the exciting possibilities of the 
future.  His very existence depended on the 
success of thinking and reacting differently to the 
past.  Unexpectedly, despite his good intentions, 
he suddenly faced the darkest hour of his life.  

He felt weird as an uncanny sense of grief 
hovered over him.  It seemed as if he was 
locked up in a closet in foreboding and 
suffocating darkness.  Everything then became 
very, very still.  He would have been forgiven for 
thinking that this was the end.  He waited an 
hour or two, maybe a day or more, nothing 
seemed to be happening.  He became more 
acutely conscious of his situation.   As time 
passed he began to realise that a gradual 
change was taking place, then one day a sliver 

of light penetrated the darkness.   
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We need a new attitude toward change. 
by Dr Bruce Woolard  
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We had a colouring 
competition on the 
first day of Sunday 
School.  Our talented winners: 
Chloe Olivier, Bella Vorster( proudly 
holding her first prize chocolate slab) and Jemma 
Olivier. 
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Change me Lord. 

 

 
 

 

It seemed that the shutters of the cupboard had 
been opened.  A burst of sunshine flooded his 
whole being.  His life was filled with radiant colour 
and spectacular beauty.  He now felt free to soar 
far above the shell of his old life. Change, marvel-

lous change had taken place.   

This amazing journey of Mr C.A.Terpilla is real.   
The caterpillar transformed into a butterfly of ex-
quisite beauty.  This miracle of change can also 
be part of your life experience.    The Lord, our 
God, has promised that if anyone is in Christ,  old 
things pass away and behold all things become 

new –  2 Corinthians 5:17. 
 

Negative thinking and doubt will put your meta-

morphosis on hold.   

Don’t delay,  trust God today! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SNIPPETS! 
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Things you wanted to know 

about the Bible but never 

thought to ask! 
 
 

We are going to try and include bits of interesting 
Bible trivia in our monthly publications. 
 

Deborah—Her name is Hebrew for “bee” and 

she was Israel’s only female judge and also a 
prophetess.  Judges 4:5 says she “held court 
under the Palm of Deborah …  and the Israelites 
came to her to have their disputes decided.” But 
like the other “judges”, she was primarily a military 
deliverer.  Her partner in getting the Canaanites 
off Israel’s back was a military man Barak, but the 
real star of the Deborah-Barak story is a woman 
named Jael.  She lured Sisera, the enemy leader, 
to her tent, tucked him up for a nap, then while he 
was sleeping drove a tent peg through his head. 

 

Usury—Lending money at interest is something 

we take for granted.  But OT Law prohibited it (Ex 
22:25). However, there was an exception.  They 
could charge a foreigner interest, but not a brother 
Israelite (Deut.23:20). In the Middle Ages, laws 
prohibited Christians from charging interest to 
other Christians—which is why Jews could serve 
as moneylenders to Christians (but not to other 
Jews). 
 

Tanach—This is the word contemporary Jews 

use to refer to their Bible, the books that 
Christians call the Old Testament. 
 

Torah—The Hebrew word is usually translated 

“law”, but the meaning it like “direction” or 
“instruction”.  The Jews use the word to refer to 
the first 5 books of the Bible: Genesis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.  They still 
consider it the most important part of the Bible.  All 
5 books of the Torah are referred to as the “books 
of Moses”, since he is the main character. 
 

We seldom have the opportunity to profile our 

hardworking Diaconate,  so this occasion seems a 

fitting chance to do just that.   
 

Our first introduction ,this year, with a special grand 

entry, we have pleasure in introducing Suzanne 

Fincham, who celebrates her 50
th 

birthday on the 

20
th 

March.!!   
 

Suzanne is inspirational and refreshingly positive.   Her 

input as a Deaconess is valued by all the Deacons who 

serve on our board.  She is progressive and industrious 

in her ideas and as a Diaconate and Church we are 

most grateful to have her in our leadership. 
 

Suzanne, remember your age is only a number.  

Continue to take good care of yourself. 

 

 



 

St Davids Congregational Church Cnr Verbena Rd & Cassia Drive Sunridge Park, PORT ELIZABETH 
TEL: 041-3601127  EMAIL: stdavids@telkomsa.net 

For your convenience should you wish to make a direct deposit into St Davids bank account the 

church banking details are as follows:  St Davids Congregational Church Nedbank (Chq Acc)  

Account No: 1268 035 025   Branch Code—126817. 

01 Amy Welgemoed, Ruth Smith  04  Jan Cloete, Shaun Erasmus   
6 Adele Endley   08 Colin Rust  09 Mercia Davis  15 Eddie Byleveld  
17 Gabrielle Welgemoed, Jacques Welgemoed, Marguerite du Toit, 

Nadia Nysschens  18 Bruce Dunn, Nicole Gerber, Noleen 
Chamberlain  19 Dulcie Collen  20 Rosemary Halgreen-Visser, 
Suzanne Fincham (50!!!!) 22 Angela Gathercole, Kathy Formo, 

Owen Bush  24 Ionne Annandale  26  Barbara Barnes  27 Ray Fincham  28 Colleen Chamberlain, Roy Larkin   
29 Eileen Goldsmith  30 Cathleen Begbie  31 Sharne Stroebel.  

Our hardworking, vibrant small band of WA Ladies meet on 

the second Tuesday of every month at 2:30pm.  It is a 
wonderful forum for Christian fellowship amongst like minded 
women who gather to enjoy each others company once a 
month, discuss the various outreach programmes they have 
as they serve the Lord and have the opportunity to listen to 

various guest speakers.  We would really recommend that our ladies ,who are able, make an effort to join and participate in 

this marvellous ministry.  Membership fees are incredibly minimal R20.00 for the year!!!! Plus R5.00 when you come along 
to the meetings—how incredible is that!!!!   
 
Throughout the year the ladies provide a most important service to St Davids this includes catering for funeral teas at a 
nominal fee. This is one of the means of generating funds for their various church and outreach projects.  At the beginning 
of a new year the ladies decide how they are going to distribute their funds and It is with great thanks and appreciation that 
we commend them for seeing the vision with regards to the Sunday School programme and also opening up more 

possibilities for the church programme—they purchased a 49” Full HD LED TV 
which is installed in the hall!!!!!  What a blessing!  The Sunday School teachers  
are ecstatic as are the Diaconate and Dr Bruce.  And that’s not all -  the 

WA were able to assist with the replacing of all the faded signage, put 
money aside to purchase wool for the knitters, buy Easter Eggs for the 
Bunny Project, purchase additional flowers for the flower bank, put 10% 
of their total aside for the Outreach to the Aged , who they decided to 
earmark as their beneficiary for this year (they are looking forward to 
getting the congregation involved in this outreach project, so watch the 
bulletin for info).  Is that just not fantastic!!!!!!   Well done ladies, we thank you for your commitment and service to the Lord 

and those less fortunate in His honour and glory.   
 

Thank you! 

Submitted by Elźunia Kozakiewicz 


