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Despite streaks of silver in my hair I still 
remember Christmas as a boy when my 
dad would place numerous gifts in the 
Christmas stocking above my bed.  I 
recall at the age of five discovering that 
Santa Claus was not a man dressed in 
red with a ruddy complexion, but rather 
my tipsy old man stumbling in the dark 
after celebrating with friends the night 
before and in a clumsy way placing the 
toys in the stocking and waking me up in 
the process. 
 
The myth of Father Christmas and the 
confusion it brings to little innocent 
minds is a debate that has raged on for 
centuries.  Tradition can be good as long 
as it does not oppose the truth.  
Children’s fantasy is good and 
wholesome but there comes a time to 
mature and grow up to understand the 
true meaning of why Christ came.  Our 
children should be made to understand 

that Christmas is a reminder that God 
gave the greatest gift to all mankind in 
the form of His Son who came to give 
eternal life to those who believe in Him.  
The Christmas tree may speak to us of 
the cross upon which Christ came to die 
and make the gift of spiritual life 
available to all who believe.   
 
There is much about Christmas that is 
steeped in pagan beliefs, but this should 
not distract us from the reality that Jesus 
was born, irrespective of the month or 
day, to bring new hope and salvation to 
people who accept Him as the only 
means of eternal life.  Let us give thanks 
and show our gratitude to God for His 
unspeakable gift that offers mankind 
hope for the future.   
 
God Bless you all this Christmas tide. 

 

Who is the real Santa Claus? 
By Dr Bruce Woolard 
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DECEMBER 2019  
& JANUARY 2020. 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
05 Kathy Formo, Ursula 

Heunis  06 Michael Clinghan, Olga Truscott  09 
Dominic Tiernay, Eula van Dyk   
10 Graeme Smith, Malcolm Bean  11 Kimara 
Candasamy  14 Wayne Simpson  15 Mark 
Schimper  19 Desmond Stirk, Theresa Moore 21 
Lynda White  24 Janice Johnson  25 Cheryl Kruger  
26 Roland Pattle  27 Carl Welgemoed, Melissa 
Potgieter, Neville Hillhouse  28 Ernest Brickhill  31 
Denise Hoffman, Elise Baxter, Joy Lawlor, Molly 
Schoeman, Pat Titterington. 
 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS  
03 Vanessa Marais  05 Claudette Momsen, Seve 
Williams  08 Vasie Mudley  09 Naomi Beech  13 
Nadene Du Brey  15  Bernard Roos, Mae Richard  
16  Naomi Gonzalez  17  Greg Ducie, Irene van 
Eeden   
19 Debbie Smith  20 Lene Anker  22 Chris Collett  
23 Gary Berkland  24 Alzeno de Klerk, Kenneth de 
Klerk  26 Jason Duffin  27 Shaun Ryan  28  Roger 
Cox  29 Estelle Oosthuizen, Mavis Marran, Phillip 
Rautenach  , Wouter Steyn  30 Norma Bovens  31 
Patricia Botha, Dawn Keil. 

ST DAVIDS MISSION STATEMENT 
Committed to presenting sound Godly information to achieve transformation of the soul. 

 

ST DAVIDS VISION STATEMENT 
Raising up a faithful witness in our community. 

Christmas Time 
Submitted by Shiela Corbett 

 

I am the spirit of Christmas time, 
When all should gladness be. 
I am the Light that you see, 

Shining upon each Christmas tree. 
I am the thought that brings each gift 

From ones we hold so dear. 
I am the good that permeates the world, 

With Christmas cheer. 
I am the joy that brightens homes 
And guides our thoughts above. 

All heaven and earth rejoice in Me 
For I am known as Love. 
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A special and much enjoyed service was celebrated 
on Sunday 24th November as we were greatly blessed 
to have the Sunday School and CORE join the 
service for the annual Prize Giving.  The CORE Youth 
Leaders Chad Erasmus and Cherise Enslin opened in 
prayer and took the Bible reading.  The Sunday 
School blessed the congregation by singing two items 
followed by the issuing of certificates and a small gift 
to each child from Grade 00—7, followed by the 
CORE leaders handing a certificate and small token 
gift to the youth.  Rev Andrew congratulated the 
children with a hug, a word and lots of good 
“chocolate” bantering was enjoyed by all.  The finale 
was the presenting of the trophies followed by the 
children enjoying an end of year party in the hall.   
 

We congratulate the following: 
 

Ron Aston Trophy for Helpfulness  
Katelyn Papenfus 

 

Dennis Gregory Trophy for Diligence  
Kyle Papenfus 
 

And two new trophies made their debut: 
 

Trophy for Creativity    
Isabella Vorster  
(Mom Annelie collected the trophy on behalf of 
Isabella as she was away on a camp, thank you 
mom!). 
 

Trophy for Conscientiousness 
Jemma Olivier. 
 

Well done Sunday School!! 
 
We are also very proud of the Sunday School as 
each year they make themselves Thanksgiving 
Piggy Banks and on the day of  the prize giving 
they hand them in.  They collected R1163.00!!! 
This is over and above what they put in the plate 
each Sunday.   
 
We are very proud of you all.  Thank you for your 
Thanksgiving Gift. 

by Cherise Enslin—CORE Youth Leader:   
 
Dear God, thank you for your amazing power and 
work in our lives.  
Thank you for your goodness and the blessings you 
give over us. Thank you for your greatest love and 
care. Thank you for your sacrifice so that we might 
have freedom and life. Forgive us for when we don't 
thank you enough, for who you are, for all that you do, 
for all that you have given. Help us to set our eyes 
and our hearts on you afresh. Renew our spirits, fill us 
with your peace and joy. Thank you for the privilege of 
being able to know You and your Word. Thank you for 
parents continuing to bring their children to your 
church and for each person in this congregation that 
provides this church with support so that we can 
continue to spread your Word.  We give you praise 
and thanks, for you alone are worthy. In Jesus' name, 
                            Amen. 
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For your convenience should you wish to make a direct deposit into St Davids bank account the church banking 

details are as follows:  St Davids Congregational Church Nedbank (Chq Acc)  

Account No: 1268 035 025   Branch Code—126817. 

Join us for our Family Christmas Day Service @ 8:00am 
                       Bring along family and friends. 

The church office will be 
closed over the Christmas 
holidays from Friday 13th 
December re-opening on 
Monday 6th January 2020, but 
the Ministers will be busier 
than ever over this period as 
they conduct weddings, 
Christenings, etc., and are not 
on holiday and are available 
24/7 for all emergencies. 
 
Please do not hesitate to call 
us should you need our 
assistance. 
 

REV ANDREW  
LAMONT-TURNER  

072 976 9035 
We are here for you. 

The Empty Chair  
by Dr Bruce Woolard. 

 

Christmas may be a difficult time for families 
who have experienced the loss of a loved 
one.  Why not consider placing an empty chair 
at the table which represents their life and the 
role that they have played in your life, rejoicing in the fact that 
he/she celebrates this time with the Lord our God who is King 
and Sovereign over all things.  We as Christians have the 
blessed assurance that our precious family members who 
have passed on are with the Lord in heaven, rejoicing.  Why 
be sad when your loved one is glad.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you sit down to Christmas dinner with family and friends, 
please take a moment to absorb and drink in the atmosphere 
and reality of their presence.  Thank God for His love for those 
sitting around the table.  This is an occasion that you will want 
to savour for many years to come.  Do not allow a negative 
mind set or damaging thoughts to spoil this special moment.  
Let bygones be bygones.  Rise above your hurts and disap-
pointments. See your family and friends through God’s eyes 
and remember that He sent His Son to make a difference in 
your life.  You can be the catalyst for change in other lives as 
you exude His love to them.  


