
 

 

The Hinge of our Faith by Bruce Woolard 

The hinge upon which our faith hangs is the 
resurrection of Christ Jesus.  On this 
exceptional day, we remember what the 
Scriptures say about Christ’s victory over 
death.  If it were not for the resurrection of 
Jesus, our faith would be mere superstition.  
We are reminded in 1 Corinthians 15:1-23 of 
the importance of the doctrine of Christ’s 
triumph over death. 
 

If Jesus did not rise from the dead, our faith 
would be empty and purposeless.  If Christ 
is not risen, our preaching is in vain, and we 
are still in our sins.  If we place our hope in 
this life only, without believing the 
resurrection, we are to be pitied above all 
men (and women).  But - THANKS BE TO 
GOD – OUR LORD AND SAVIOUR JESUS 
CHRIST CONQUERED DEATH. 
 

The gospel account in John 20:1-8 contains 
some insightful truths that are convincing.  
What astounded Peter and John on their 
arrival at the empty tomb were the linen 
grave clothes.  They were intact, but there 
was no body in the linen shroud (a type of 
cocoon of linen cloths).  The tomb was open 

not to let Jesus out, but to reveal that He 
had come out.   
 

Another significant fact is that John, for a 
definite reason, says that the napkin around 
the Lord’s face was “folded together” 
separately from the linen shroud (John 20:7-
8)  It is believed that in ancient Jewish times, 
if a napkin (serviette) used at a meal was left 
crumpled, it would indicate that the guest 
had finished the meal.  If the napkin was 
folded neatly on the table, it meant that the 
guest had left the table and would be 
returning to finish the meal.  The “Head” 
napkin in the tomb was folded neatly and 
separately, indicating that Jesus would be 
coming back. 
 

The evidence of the resurrection of Jesus is 
clear and our faith in this fact secures 
eternal life.   
 
 

Have a blessed Easter.   
 

“If you confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus and believe in your heart that God 
has raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved.” Romans 10:9). 
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For whom did Jesus die?  The stock 
answer is that Jesus died for the world, 
which indeed He did but we need to 
consider that Jesus died for God the 
Father.  Christ did not only die for the 
sins of humanity He also died to fulfil 
the mission of His Father.   
 

A young woman was fined for speeding.  
She was ticketed and taken before the 
judge.  The judge read off the citation and 
said “guilty or not guilty”?  The woman 
replied, “guilty”.  The judge brought down 
the gavel and fined her R500 or ten days in 
prison.  Then an amazing thing happened.  
The judge stood up, took off his robe, 
walked down in front, took out his wallet 
and paid the clerk of the court the fine.  
What’s the explanation of this story? 
The judge was her father.  He loved his 
daughter, yet he was a just judge.  His 
daughter had broken the law and he 
couldn’t say to her “because I love you, you 

can go free”.  If he had done that he 
wouldn’t have been a righteous judge.  He 
wouldn’t have upheld the law.   
 

This illustrates what happened on Calvary.  
We sinned and the wages of sin is death 
and separation from God.  No matter how 
much God loved us God had to bring down 
the gavel and say “guilty as charged”, but 
because He is Righteous and Just and yet 
loving He was willing to come down from 
His Eternal Throne in Heaven in the form of 
a man and pay the price for us.  Christ’s 
death on the Cross of Calvary was for the 
world and for God the Father.  
Reconciliation becomes possible because 
we acknowledge our need of a Saviour.   
 

Today I appeal to you to be reconciled with 
God and then reach out to your family and 
friends and let bygones be bygones and 
experience the power of forgiveness made 
possible through God’s love for us. 

Prayer Changes Things 
Please keep the following in prayer: 

 
 

Diane Schoeman and family, Shirley 
Gregory, Nouline Petersen, Norma 

Boven, Denise Kuhn, Peggy Moore, 
Diana Callahan & family, Jenny 
Thompson, Laura Speed, John 

Goldsmith, Brian & Molly Paddey, 
Cecily Chase, Diane Chellew, Marlow 

family, Merle Laidlaw, our church 
family and friends, our country, our 

President & Government. 
 

COVID—19 
LOCKDOWN 

 

We advise that should the lockdown 
be lifted after the 21 days, as indicated 
by our President, we shall re-open the 
church office on Friday 17th April at 
8:00am.  
 
Notification with regards to the 
recommencing of church services or 
any of the church programmes will be 
communicated to you thereafter. 


